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Abstract: This research delves into the intricate world of 

literacy practices using Roald Dahl's "Matilda" as a lens, 

transcending conventional notions of reading and 

writing. Employing textual scrutiny and the New 

Literacy Studies framework, it investigates Matilda's 

interaction with literacy, emphasizing her utilization of 

reading for pleasure, escapism, and empowerment. 

Matilda's narrative highlights the pivotal role of 

supportive adult figures, notably Miss Honey, in 

nurturing a passion for reading amid familial adversities. 

Moreover, Dahl's narrative challenges societal 

conventions, advocating for early cultivation of a reading 

habit and opposing forces that stifle curiosity. Matilda's 

journey serves as a poignant reminder of literature's 

profound impact on fostering empathy and 

comprehension, underscoring its role in shaping 

children's emotional intelligence and social adeptness. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

In Roald Dahl's timeless classic "Matilda," readers are 

introduced to a world where literacy transcends mere 

reading and writing, becoming a vehicle for 

empowerment, escapism, and personal transformation. 

Through the lens of Matilda's journey, this research 

aims to delve into the intricate realm of literacy 

practices, exploring the profound impact of positive 

adult influence and the transformative power of 

literature on childhood development. 

Dahl's narrative unfolds in a setting where literacy is 

not just a skill but a lifeline for Matilda Wormwood, 

the precocious protagonist, as she navigates the 

challenges of her tumultuous upbringing. Matilda's 

love for reading becomes a source of solace and 

empowerment, offering her an escape from the neglect 

and mistreatment she faces at home. This introduction 

of Matilda's relationship with literacy sets the stage for 

a deeper exploration of how literature shapes her 

worldview and impacts her emotional and intellectual 

growth. 

Central to Matilda's journey are the supportive adult 

figures who play pivotal roles in nurturing her passion 

for reading and fostering her personal development. 

Miss Honey, in particular, emerges as a beacon of 

kindness and encouragement, providing Matilda with 

the guidance and support she craves amidst familial 

adversities. Through Matilda's interactions with Miss 

Honey and other positive adult role models, Dahl 

underscores the importance of nurturing a love for 

reading from a young age and the transformative 

influence that caring mentors can have on a child's life. 

Dahl's narrative challenges societal norms and 

conventions surrounding childhood and education, 

advocating for the importance of fostering a reading 

habit early on and resisting forces that seek to suppress 

intellectual curiosity. Through Matilda's defiance of 

authority figures like the tyrannical Miss Trunchbull, 

readers are reminded of the power of literature to instill 

courage, resilience, and a sense of justice in the face of 

oppression. 

As Matilda's journey unfolds, readers are invited to 

explore the multifaceted nature of literacy practices, 

transcending conventional notions of literacy as mere 

reading and writing. Through textual scrutiny and the 

framework of New Literacy Studies, this research 

seeks to uncover the complexities of Matilda's 

interaction with literacy, examining how she uses 

reading for pleasure, escapism, and empowerment. By 

analyzing Matilda's literacy practices, including the 

texts she engages with, the values they impart, and the 

social relationships they foster, this study aims to shed 

light on the transformative impact of literature on 

childhood development. 

"Matilda" serves as a poignant reminder of the 

profound influence of positive adult role models and 
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the transformative power of literature in shaping 

children's emotional intelligence, social adeptness, and 

overall well-being. Through Matilda's journey, readers 

are inspired to reflect on their own experiences with 

literacy and the role it plays in shaping their lives. This 

research seeks to deepen our understanding of literacy 

practices and their implications for childhood 

development, highlighting the enduring relevance of 

Roald Dahl's timeless tale in today's world. 

This study employs a qualitative research approach, 

utilizing textual analysis and drawing upon the 

theoretical framework of New Literacy Studies to 

explore literacy practices in Roald Dahl's "Matilda." 

The primary data source for this research is the text of 

"Matilda" itself, with a focus on analyzing Matilda's 

interactions with literacy and the influence of positive 

adult figures on her reading habits and development. 

Textual analysis involves close reading and 

interpretation of relevant passages from the novel to 

identify instances of literacy events, values, attitudes, 

and social relationships portrayed by the characters. 

Matilda's engagement with literacy is multifaceted, 

encompassing various practices such as reading for 

pleasure, using books as a form of escapism, and 

seeking empowerment through knowledge. 

Throughout the novel, Matilda demonstrates a deep-

seated love for reading, often immersing herself in 

books to escape the challenges of her home life. This 

highlights the importance of literature as a source of 

solace and inspiration for children facing adversity. 

Central to Matilda's development as a reader are the 

positive adult figures in her life, particularly Miss 

Honey, who serves as a mentor and role model. Miss 

Honey's nurturing guidance and encouragement play a 

crucial role in fostering Matilda's passion for reading 

and instilling in her a sense of confidence and 

empowerment. Through their interactions, the novel 

underscores the significant impact that supportive 

adult role models can have on a child's literacy 

development. 

Dahl's narrative challenges traditional societal norms 

surrounding childhood and education, advocating for 

the early cultivation of a reading habit and resisting 

forces that seek to stifle curiosity. Matilda's defiance 

of authority figures such as Miss Trunchbull 

symbolizes a rebellion against oppressive forces that 

inhibit intellectual growth and creativity in children. 

The transformative power of literature is evident 

throughout Matilda's journey, as she learns to 

empathize with characters in her books and navigate 

complex emotions and relationships in her own life. 

This highlights the role of stories in shaping children's 

emotional intelligence and interpersonal skills, 

underscoring the importance of fostering a love for 

reading from a young age. 

In conclusion, this study contributes to our 

understanding of literacy practices and their impact on 

childhood development by examining the case of 

Matilda in Roald Dahl's novel. By analyzing Matilda's 

interactions with literacy and the influence of positive 

adult figures, this research emphasizes the 

transformative power of literature in shaping 

children's lives and underscores the importance of 

supportive environments for fostering a lifelong love 

for reading. 

In Roald Dahl's "Matilda," literacy practices are 

categorized based on their purpose. Firstly, literacy 

serves as a source of pleasure for Matilda, evident in 

her enjoyment of reading books in the library. Matilda 

finds solace in her favorite spot, nestled in a cozy 

corner of the library, where she freely selects books to 

read without external pressure. This depiction aligns 

with Clark and Rumbold's assertion that reading for 

pleasure stems from the reader's autonomy to choose 

texts, time, and environment conducive to their 

enjoyment. 

Secondly, literacy provides an avenue for escapism for 

Matilda, allowing her to distance herself from her 

family's preference for television over reading. 

Despite sitting in the living room as per family routine, 

Matilda immerses herself in books, escaping the 

banality of television programming. Her engagement 

with literature enables her to mentally transport herself 

into the stories she reads, a sentiment echoed by many 

readers seeking respite from reality. 

Moreover, literacy empowers Matilda, as evidenced 

by her use of telekinesis to assist Miss Honey in 

confronting the formidable Mrs. Trunchbull. Matilda 

employs her unique ability to manipulate objects to 

intimidate Mrs. Trunchbull, thereby reclaiming a sense 

of control and agency in her environment. This notion 

of power in literacy, articulated by Williams and 

Zenger, underscores the capacity of literacy to 

facilitate action and exert influence. 

In essence, "Matilda" portrays literacy as a 

multifaceted tool, capable of providing pleasure, 

offering escapism, and conferring power upon its 

practitioner. Through Matilda's experiences, readers 
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are reminded of the diverse ways in which literacy can 

enrich lives and empower individuals to navigate 

challenges effectively. 
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