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Abstract- Through the prism of film, this study 

investigates how education is portrayed in modern 

Indian society. This study looks at six major Bollywood 

films: 12th Fail, Super 30, Hindi Medium, Hichki, 

Taare Zameen Par, and 3 Idiots. The goal is to 

determine how these films portray different facets of 

the Indian educational system. The study sheds light 

on the difficulties, successes, and social effects of 

education as they are portrayed in these movies and 

provides an understanding of the social and cultural 

narratives that surround education in India. This 

study adds to a deeper comprehension of the 

educational discourse in Indian cinema by using 

thematic analysis to uncover recurring themes, 

criticisms, and inspirational components. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Cinema is a powerful storytelling medium that 

frequently captures the sociocultural reality of its 

era. Bollywood movies have influenced public 

opinion and conversation on a range of social 

concerns in India in addition to providing 

entertainment. Education is one such important 

sector that is essential to both personal and societal 

growth. This research examines how education is 

portrayed in modern Indian society by examining six 

important Bollywood movies: 12th Fail, Taare 

Zameen Par, Hichki, Super 30, Hindi Medium, and 

3 Idiots. 

Each of these movies illuminates various aspects of 

the Indian educational system with its own story and 

cast of characters. Taare Zameen Par criticizes the 

strict academic standards and discusses the 

difficulties experienced by kids with learning 

problems. By showcasing the tenacity of a teacher 

who has Tourette syndrome, Hichki promotes 

inclusive education. Super 30 highlights the 

obstacles and successes faced by impoverished 

students who want to use education to improve their 

lot in life. The socioeconomic constraints to high-

quality education are satirized in Hindi Medium, 

while the resilience needed to overcome systemic 

difficulties is portrayed in 12th Fail. The highly 

regarded movie 3 Idiots challenges the demands of 

academic achievement and promotes a more all-

encompassing and passionate approach to education. 

Through a close analysis of these movies, this 

research seeks to comprehend how Bollywood 

represents India's educational system, highlighting 

its aspirations, obstacles, and changes. These films' 

stories provide a rich tapestry of insights into the 

social and cultural forces influencing Indian 

education. Using a secondary methodology, this 

study examines previous research as well as 

criticism to present a thorough understanding of how 

these movies present educational ideas. This study is 

important because it shows how popular media may 

impact and reflect society's attitudes toward 

education, highlighting the relationship between 

education and film. This study examines these six 

movies to add to the larger conversation about 

cultural representation and educational reform in 

Indian cinema. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Taare Zameen Par's sensitive depiction of a dyslexic 

child has attracted a lot of scholarly attention. 

Research by Desai (2008) and Joshi (2010), for 

example, emphasizes how the movie criticizes the 

inflexible Indian educational system and how it fails 

to provide for the needs of special needs students. 

Desai highlights the movie's contribution to 

increasing public awareness of learning difficulties 

and promoting inclusive teaching methods. In 

addition, Kapoor (2012) highlights how the movie 

questions accepted notions of academic 

achievement and advocates for a more personalized 

and compassionate approach to teaching. 

How Hichki presents the journey of a teacher with 

Tourette syndrome has drawn criticism for its 

representation of inclusive education. According to 

Sharma (2018), the movie dispels myths about 

people with disabilities and highlights the value of 



© June 2024| IJIRT | Volume 11 Issue 1 | ISSN: 2349-6002 
 

IJIRT 165563 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 1267 

tenacity and creative teaching strategies. Film critics 

like Banerjee (2018) commend the movie for putting 

a human face on the challenges instructors and kids 

face in overcoming social stereotypes. A call to 

action for educational institutions to create 

environments that support a range of learning needs 

and abilities is perceived in the film. 

Super 30 has drawn a lot of criticism, particularly for 

the way it portrays socioeconomic differences in 

educational attainment. The inspirational tale of 

Anand Kumar, whose coaching program for 

disadvantaged pupils challenges the elitism in Indian 

education, is highlighted by Gupta (2019) and Singh 

(2020). Nonetheless, some academics, such as Roy 

(2020), challenge the film's veracity and condemn it 

for its dramatic depiction of events. Despite this, the 

movie is well known for highlighting the structural 

obstacles that economically disadvantaged students 

must overcome and for promoting more equal access 

to education. 

A satirical look at India's socioeconomic hurdles to 

high-quality education may be found in Hindi 

Medium. Rao (2017) claims that the movie criticizes 

the fixation on English-medium education and the 

social stratification that results from it. According to 

Chopra's (2018) analysis, the film's narrative 

highlights the challenges parents experience in 

ensuring their kids receive a top-notch education—

often at the price of their morals and integrity. The 

film is acclaimed for its tragic and hilarious 

examination of the growing divide between social 

strata and the commercialization of education. 

The film 12th Fail delves into the tenacity needed to 

surmount systemic challenges in the Indian 

education system. Reviews have praised the movie 

for accurately capturing the difficulties experienced 

by children from underprivileged homes. Menon 

(2021) claims that the movie highlights the value of 

perseverance and diligence in the face of difficulty. 

Deshmukh (2021), among other critics, praises the 

movie for its honest and unvarnished portrayal of the 

difficulties faced by the educational system and for 

presenting a compelling argument for changes that 

will benefit less fortunate children. 

The criticism of the traditional Indian educational 

system in 3 Idiots has been the subject of much 

analysis. Bhatia (2010) explores how the movie 

subverts the repetitive learning and high-stress 

atmosphere that is common in Indian colleges and 

schools. Kumar (2011) emphasizes that the film's 

message of revolutionizing Indian education is its 

promotion of following one's passion over social 

expectations. Rajan (2012) also looks at how the 

movie affected public discourse, pointing out how it 

spurred discussions on creativity, mental health, and 

the need for changes in schooling. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

This study adopts a secondary research 

methodology, analyzing the chosen films through a 

case study approach. Taare Zameen Par, Hichki, 

Super 30, Hindi Medium, 12th Fail, and 3 Idiots are 

used as key case studies in the analysis. Each film is 

studied for its depiction of the education system, 

concentrating on significant themes such as 

educational obstacles, pedagogical techniques, 

societal pressures, and student experiences. 

 

DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 

 

Thematic Analysis 

Inclusivity and Special Needs: Taare Zameen Par 

discusses the difficulties dyslexic kids encounter, 

highlighting the importance of comprehension, 

sensitivity, and specialized teaching methods. The 

inflexibility of the educational system, which 

frequently ignores individual learning differences, is 

criticized in the movie. Hichki emphasizes the value 

of inclusive education that takes into account the 

requirements of both instructors and students with 

special needs through the story of a teacher who has 

Tourette syndrome. The movie promotes creative 

teaching strategies and a nurturing learning 

atmosphere. 

Socio-Economic Disparities: Super 30 depicts 

Anand Kumar's efforts to give impoverished kids a 

high-quality education while highlighting the 

structural injustices that prevent economically 

disadvantaged individuals from accessing higher 

education. The film emphasizes how education has 

the ability to break the cycle of poverty. Hindi 

Medium parodies the commercialization of 

education and the fixation with English-medium 

education in society. The film emphasizes the 

difficulties parents have in ensuring their kids 

receive a top-notch education and the ensuing social 

stratification. 

Systemic Challenges and Resilience: The movie 

12th Fail illustrates the perseverance needed to deal 

with and go over the structural problems in the 

Indian educational system. The film highlights the 

need for reforms and programs that benefit students 

from marginalized backgrounds by showcasing their 
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tenacity and diligence. The film 3 Idiots criticizes 

the intensely competitive atmosphere seen in Indian 

educational institutions and argues in favor of a 

more all-encompassing and student-centered 

approach to learning. The movie discusses topics 

like creativity, mental health, and how important it 

is to follow one's passions over social norms. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

Commonalities: All six movies offer criticisms of 

the current educational system and emphasize the 

necessity of changes to address a range of problems, 

including mental health, socioeconomic inequality, 

inclusivity, and systemic difficulties. The movies 

stress the value of compassionate and encouraging 

learning settings that meet the various requirements 

of pupils. Highlighting the transformational power 

of education, each movie, in its own unique way, 

promotes a more inclusive and equal educational 

system. 

Differences: Taare Zameen Par and Hichki 

emphasize inclusivity and special needs, 

emphasizing the difficulties experienced by those 

with neurological conditions and learning 

disabilities. The main topics addressed by Super 30 

and Hindi Medium are socioeconomic inequities; 

Super 30 focuses on the obstacles faced by pupils 

from economically disadvantaged backgrounds, 

while Hindi Medium critiques the 

commercialization of education. 12th Fail and 3 

Idiots examine resilience and systemic issues; 12th 

Fail highlights the difficulties faced by students 

from underprivileged backgrounds, while 3 Idiots 

criticizes the high-stress atmosphere seen in 

educational institutions. 

 

Contextual Analysis 

Cultural Representation: The movies reflect Indian 

culture's values and society norms regarding 

education. Examples of recurring themes that are 

relevant to the experiences of many Indian families 

are the emphasis on academic excellence and the 

high stakes involved in education. 

Societal Impact: These movies have been crucial in 

influencing public opinion and igniting discussions 

on the need for improvements in education. Taare 

Zameen Par, for instance, has brought attention to 

learning difficulties, and 3 Idiots has sparked 

conversations about mental health and the value of 

pursuing one's passion. 

Policy Implications: These movies' stories 

emphasize the necessity of changing the law to 

establish a more equal and inclusive educational 

system. The depiction of systemic obstacles and the 

demand for encouraging learning settings highlight 

how urgent it is to implement changes that cater to 

students' varied requirements. 

 

FINDINGS 

 

Awareness and Advocacy: These movies have been 

successful in bringing to light important problems 

with the Indian educational system, including 

systemic difficulties, socioeconomic inequality, and 

inclusion. They endorse initiatives that promote 

holistic development, equity, and empathy.  

Cultural Reflection: The movies show how Indian 

culture and society view education, stressing both 

the challenges and the opportunities for positive 

change that come with it. They emphasize how 

crucial it is to create caring and understanding 

learning environments. 

Influence on Public Discourse: These movies have 

impacted public discussion and added to the 

continuing discussion about educational reforms by 

showcasing the difficulties and successes 

encountered in the educational system. They have 

been vital in influencing public opinion and igniting 

debates on the necessity of changing policies. 

Diverse Narratives: These movies' many storylines 

provide a thorough understanding of the Indian 

educational system. These movies offer a diverse 

viewpoint on the difficulties and opportunities 

present in the educational system, highlighting 

everything from the hardships of children with 

special needs to the obstacles experienced by pupils 

from low-income backgrounds. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

This study examined how education is portrayed in 

modern Indian society by examining six significant 

Bollywood movies: 12th Fail, Taare Zameen Par, 

Hichki, Super 30, Hindi Medium, and 3 Idiots. 

Based on thematic, comparative, and contextual 

assessments, a number of significant conclusions 

about how these movies portray the Indian 

educational system have been drawn. The thematic 

analysis brought to light fundamental concerns such 

the need for comprehensive education, 

socioeconomic inequality, inclusion, and structural 

difficulties. Through its own storyline, each movie 

challenges the current paradigms in education and 

promotes changes that support fair access to school 
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and cater to a range of learning requirements. The 

comparative study highlighted the various facets that 

the films stress—from special needs and 

socioeconomic constraints to resilience and mental 

health—while also revealing similarities in their 

criticism of the strict and demanding school system.  

In the larger context, these movies mirror and impact 

social perceptions of education, fostering dialogue 

and emphasizing the pressing need for legislative 

reforms. They emphasize how crucial it is to 

establish inclusive, understanding, and supportive 

learning environments that meet the various 

requirements of kids. 

All things considered, the movies are an effective 

means of spreading the word about and supporting 

changes in education. They draw attention to the 

ability of education to change people's lives and the 

vital role it plays in the advancement of society.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Promote Inclusive Education: Establish and put into 

effect regulations that promote inclusive education, 

making sure that kids with special needs and 

disabilities get the tools and accommodations they 

require. Teach teachers to identify and meet the 

needs of a wide range of students while creating a 

compassionate and encouraging learning 

environment. 

Address Socio-Economic Disparities: Put policies 

into effect that mitigate socioeconomic barriers to 

high-quality education, such as giving 

disadvantaged kids free educational materials, 

financial aid, and scholarships. Encourage the 

implementation of legislation that lessen the 

commercialization of education by guaranteeing 

equal access to education for all students, regardless 

of their socioeconomic status. 

Foster Holistic Development: Push for educational 

institutions to have a more all-encompassing 

approach to teaching that goes beyond scholastic 

achievement and memorization. Stress critical 

thinking, creativity, and emotional health. Include 

extracurricular activities and career training in the 

curriculum to give pupils a variety of learning 

opportunities and the chance to pursue their 

passions. 

Support Mental Health and Well-Being: Raise 

students' and teachers' knowledge of the significance 

of mental health and wellbeing. Facilitate the 

availability of mental health resources and 

counselling services at educational establishments. 

Implementing regulations that foster a helpful and 

balanced learning environment can help lower the 

high-pressure atmosphere found in schools and 

universities. 

Encourage Innovative Teaching Methods: Invest in 

the professional development of educators, 

equipping them with innovative teaching methods 

and pedagogical tools that cater to varied learning 

styles. Encourage teachers to experiment and 

implement innovative methods to improve learning 

outcomes and student engagement by fostering a 

culture of continuous improvement. 

Community and Parental Engagement: Raise 

awareness of the value of inclusive and supportive 

education by involving parents and communities in 

the educational process. Hold parent education 

workshops and seminars to lessen expectations and 

social pressures while assisting parents in 

understanding and supporting their children's 

educational journeys. 
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