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Abstract- This study looks at Haryana's 1967—present
assembly elections, stressing important political changes
and patterns. From Indian National Congress
domination to the growth of regional parties in the 1990s
and the most recent Bharatiya Janata Party ascent,
Haryana's political scene has changed dramatically. The
paper explores early elections, the influence of regional
parties, and the paradigm change signaled by the BJP's
historic 2014 triumph. Additionally discussed is the part
modern campaigns and social media play in recent
elections. Though in many political spheres progress has
been made, women's representation in Haryana is still
shockingly low, which emphasizes the importance of
ongoing initiatives to eliminate gender inequalities in
political involvement. The results underline the need of
socio-cultural, economic, and political elements in
forming election results and underline continuous
difficulties in attaining inclusive and representative
government. This thorough review of Haryana's election
past gives understanding of the political dynamics of the
state and a foundation for further studies and policy
creation meant to increase democratic participation and
representation.
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INTRODUCTION

From its founding in 1966, the political scene of
northern India's Haryana has changed dramatically.
Originally formed from the eastern half of Punjab,
Haryana became an autonomous state on November 1,
1966, mostly according on linguistic demography
(Babu, 2022). This reorganizing sought to solve the
cultural and linguistic identity of the Hindi-speaking
community unique from the Punjabi-speaking
population. Haryana's political environment in the first
years after its founding was much shaped by its
socioeconomic situation and historical background.
Early political events in the state were mostly shaped

by the Indian National Congress (INC), which was key
in the first government and state development. The
INC's national prominence and major involvement in
India's independence struggle—which extended to its
supremacy in Haryana's politics—rooted its influence
(Chowdhry, 1991).

The political dynamics changed, though, as regional
parties began to take the stage. Reflecting the growing
importance of regional issues and local leadership in
the political landscape of the state, the establishment
of the Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) in the 1990s
marked a significant transformation. During this
period there developed significant political figures
influencing governmental policies and direction of
growth. The assembly elections of Haryana have
greatly helped in reflection and influence of these
political developments. Every election cycle featured
shifting political tactics, party dominance, and voter
preferences. Particularly, the 2014 assembly elections
marked a paradigm shift as the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) took center stage and fundamentally altered the
state's political environment (Singh, 2014; Singh &
Kumar, 2015). This movement was defined by the
vote share and seats of the BJP, which reveal a change
in the tastes and priorities of the people. All things
considered, the analysis of Haryana's assembly
elections helps one to grasp the political evolution of
the state, the purpose of regional parties, and the
changing voting behavior over the years. In Haryana,
knowing the existing political dynamics and future
paths calls for a historical perspective.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

From its founding in 1966, the political history of
Haryana shows a dynamic change molded by several
sociopolitical elements and important election results.
Formed on November 1, 1966, following the division
of Punjab, Haryana's development was mostly driven
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by linguistic demography with the intention of
creating a unique administrative area for the Hindi-
speaking people (Babu, 2022).

Early Political Environment (1966-1980)

The Indian National Congress (INC) first controlled
Haryana's political scene by using its national might to
firmly establish itself in the state. Reflecting the larger
national political tendencies of the time, the Congress
Party's predomance throughout this period was
defined by a centralized approach to government and
development (Chowdhry, 1991). But in the 1970s and
1980s the political dynamics in Haryana started to
change. The 1980 parliamentary elections revealed
notable developments, with Indira Gandhi's Congress
(1) triumphally indicating the general national mood at
the moment. But in Haryana, this time also saw the rise
of regional parties and a slow change towards more
localised political concerns (Wallace, 1980).

Political fragmentation (1990s) and the rise of regional
parties

The 1990s brought to notable political fragmentation
and the emergence of regional parties in Haryana.
Established by Chaudhary Devi Lal, the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) became a powerful tool
against Congress's hegemony. Reflecting the
increasing relevance of regional problems and local
leadership in Haryana's political scene, coalition
politics and regular realignment of political affiliations
defined this era (Kumar, 2020).

Significant Political Changes 2000s - Now

Early in the 2000s, Haryana still underwent notable
political transformation. Although the INLD kept its
influence, the political environment saw another
significant change when the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) emerged. The 2014 assembly elections were a
turning point, a dramatic break from the past as the
BJP became the biggest party with a clear majority,
therefore changing the political scene of the state
(Singh, 2014; Singh & Kumar, 2015).

As the BJP solidified its position by addressing
regional demands and using national political trends,
conventional parties as the Congress and INLD also
experienced their downfall. The BJP's victory in
Haryana was a mirror of its more general national
agenda, which emphasized development concerns,
good leadership, and efficient communication.

The historical background of Haryana's political
development from 1967 shows a path from the
dominance of national parties to the emergence and

consolidation of regional forces, culminating in the
notable political change defined by the growth of the
BJP in recent years. This historical path emphasizes
how intricately local and national elements interact to
define the political scene of Haryana.

Early Elections (1967 - 1980s)

Early assembly elections in Haryana between 1967
and the 1980s signalled a time of notable political
change. These elections captured the changing
dynamics of political power, the birth of new political
formations, and the slow fall of the Indian National
Congress (INC) supremacy.

1967 Legislative Elections

Often seen as the start of the end of Congress rule, the
1967 elections marked a sea change in Indian politics.
In Haryana, this time saw the first major opposition to
INC rule. The results of the election showed a drop in
Congress's popularity after the party lost control of
governmental authority in the state. During this time,
regional parties emerged and coalition politics started
to take front stage (Kothari, 1971; Panini, 1972;
Palmer, 1967). The 1967 elections and later years
brought political unrest in Haryana. Even still
powerful, the Congress party had more and more
opposition from other parties and alliances. Riding on
the tide of anti-Emergency attitude against Indira
Gandbhi's government, the Janata Party, for instance,
became a major rival during the 1977 elections.
Frequent government transitions and coalition
governments' creation defined this era (Kashyap,
1970).

Elections 1980 and Aftermath

Under Indira Gandhi's direction, Congress somewhat
recovered in the 1980 elections, but the political scene
had irreversibly changed. Congress was able to get a
significant number of seats in Haryana, but it was clear
that the period of undisputed control was past.
Nowadays, the political scene contained major players
like the Janata Party and newly developing regional
groups that nevertheless shaped the politics of the state
in the next years (Wallace, 1980).

Along with the advent of regional parties like the
Indian National Lok Dal (INLD), which would
become extremely important in Haryana's politics in
the 1990s and beyond, this era also marked the slow
demise of Congress.
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The emergence of regional parties in Haryana brought
about a major change in the political scene throughout
the 1990s. The Indian National Congress (INC) lost its
supremacy at this time, while groups emphasizing
local problems and regional identities started to take
the stage. Renowned regional party Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) became quite powerful in Haryana
throughout the 1990s. Established by Chaudhary Devi
Lal, INLD seized on regional problems to create a
strong base of support by using the discontent with the
INC. The party's emphasis on agrarian concerns, rural
development, and local government—which spoke to
the rural vote of Haryana—marked its ascent
(Chowdhry, 1991). A more general trend in India
throughout the 1990s saw regional parties start to
influence state politics more critically. Combining
elements of the yearning for more local autonomy, the
seeming disregard of regional concerns by national
parties, and the charismatic leadership of regional
politicians drove this change. In Haryana, this
tendency was best shown by the rising popularity of
the INLD and its effectiveness in inspiring the voters
around regional concerns (Denoon, 1998).

Affect on Political Dynamics of Haryana

e The emergence of regional parties in Haryana has
many major effects on the political dynamics of
the state:

e Decline of INC Dominance: As regional parties
like INLD acquired ground, the INC, the main
political force in Haryana started to lose control.

e Strong regional parties brought for more political
rivalry and a more active democratic process in
the state, thereby influencing political dynamics.

e Emphasize regional issues—often neglected by
national parties—including agriculture, rural
development, and infrastructure—which regional
parties paid more emphasis to.

e Rising regional parties also brought in the period
of coalition politics, in which no one party could
guarantee an absolute majority and so coalitions
and power-sharing policies became necessary
(Fickett, 1971).

In Haryana, the 1990s were generally a time of notable

political transformation marked by the fall of the INC

and the emergence of regional parties like the INLD.

This change echoed larger patterns in Indian politics,

as local interests and regional identities become ever

more significant in the political debate.

The elections in 2005 and 2009

A major political event highlighting the voters'
inclination for democratic values above development
promises were the Haryana Assembly elections in
2005. Under Bhupinder Singh Hooda, the Indian
National Congress (INC) secured 67 out of 90 seats in
the legislative assembly, therefore winning a clear
victory. The voters' demand for democratic
government and rejection of the alleged shortcomings
of the previous government in handling
socioeconomic problems helped to explain this victory
(Pankaj, 2009). With the INC's triumph, the regional
party dominance observed in the 1990s—especially
that of the Indian National Lok Dal (INLD)—shifted.
Key concerns for the people, Hooda's government
concentrated on initiatives meant to upgrade
infrastructure, education, and health care. This time
also saw initiatives to boost industrial development
and draw funds to the state, therefore helping Haryana
to flourish economically.

Political wrangle and fierce competitiveness defined
the 2009 elections in Haryana. Under Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, the INC once more kept control albeit with a
smaller majority. The party obtained forty members,
not quite reaching an absolute majority in the ninety-
member legislature. This required forming the
government by partnerships between independent
candidates and minor parties (Singh & Kumar, 2015).
Under Om Prakash Chautala, the INLD recovered
some ground and won 31 seats; other minor parties and
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had less of an impact
in this election. The lower majority for the INC
revealed a mixed reaction from the voters toward
Hooda's government, expressing both support for his
development projects and unhappiness with other
features of government. The election results
underlined how Haryana's political scene is changing
under the influence of local leadership and regional
problems still very important. The choice of the voters
was shaped by elements including social welfare
initiatives, local government performance, and
economic situation.

The Haryana Assembly elections in 2005 and 2009
show how dynamically the political scene of the state
is. Notwithstanding obstacles, the INC's successes in
both elections show the voters' inclination for stability
and democratic government as well as the need of
properly handling local and regional problems.
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Paradigm Shift in 2014

Often referred to as a paradigm shift, the 2014 Haryana
Assembly elections fundamentally changed the
political scene of the state. Rising to prominence this
election was the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
therefore transforming the political landscape in
Haryana.

Historic Triumph of the BJP

The BJP hardly existed in Haryana before 2014; it only
secured four seats in the 2009 assembly elections. But
in 2014, the party won 47 of the 90 assembly seats,
therefore securing a majority. Reflecting a significant
change in voter preferences and political alignment in
the state, this significant gain was ascribed to a 24.16%
jump in the party's vote share (Singh, 2014). Securing
just 15 seats, the Indian National Congress (INC), a
major player in Haryana politics, suffered a significant
blow. Another big actor, the Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD), also witnessed a notable drop—winning just
19 seats against 31 in the last election. The ascent of
the BJP revealed a shift from conventional regional
parties and the want of change among the voters
(Singh & Kumar, 2015).

Elements Influencing the Change

Many elements helped to bring about this paradigm

change:

e Strong anti-incumbency attitudes among the
present Congress administration resulted from
alleged corruption and inadequate leadership.

e The Modi Wave Crucially important was the
popularity of Narendra Modi, the nominee for
prime ministership from the BJP. The voters
related to his campaign's promises of excellent
government and progress.

e Strategic alliances and campaign activity:
Furthermore helping the BJP to succeed were its
strategic partnerships and grassroots level,
successful campaigning (Hasan, 2019).

Re ramifications for Haryana Politics

The outcomes of the 2014 election had various

ramifications for the political scene in Haryana:

e The triumph of the BJP signaled the end of the
dominance of regional parties such as the INLD
and brought a fresh period of BJP-led state
government.

e The election revealed a change in voter tastes
toward a development-oriented, nationally well-
known party.

e Success of the BJP resulted in new political
strategies emphasizing more general national
issues than only regional ones instead of only
local concerns.

All things considered, the 2014 Haryana Assembly

elections were a major turning point indicating a move

toward BJP supremacy and a fresh political era in the
state.

Recent Trends and the 2019 Elections

Many notable patterns that shaped the political
environment of Haryana marked the 2019 Assembly
elections. These patterns mirrored more general shifts
in voter behavior, party tactics, and the dynamics of
state politics.

Making use of their triumph from the 2014 elections,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) managed to retain
and even expand its influence in Haryana. With forty
seats in the ninety-member legislature, the 2019
elections verified the leadership of the BJP among
political groups in the state. Among other things, this
triumph was attributed to strong leadership, effective
campaigning, and the party's focus on development
and governance (Kumar, 2020). With 31 seats—up
from 15—the Indian National Congress (INC) scored
somewhat better than in the 2014 elections. This
comeback proved that the INC remained a prominent
actor in Haryana politics even under BJP rule.
Underlining the weakening influence of regional
parties in the state, the Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) continued on dropping managing only one
seat (Kumar, 2020).

First appearing in the 2019 elections, the Jannayak
Janta Party (JJP) was a breakaway faction of the INLD
run under Dushyant Chautala. Ten seats let the JJP
establish itself as a big new actor in Haryana politics.
This reflected both the appeal of youthful leadership
and changing voter preferences for fresh political
alternatives (Kumar, 2020). Important factors
influencing anti-incumbency and governance during
the election consist in Voter unhappiness with the way
the present government handled various issues and
their demand for improved governance greatly
affected the outcome of the election. Strategic
alliances, particularly the post-election cooperation
between BJP and JJP, helped to shape a stable
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government in the state in major part. Social issues as
much as economic ones like growth and employment
greatly affected voter behavior.

Consequences for Haryana Politics

e The 2019 elections highlighted some important
changes in Haryana political landscape:

e Strengthening of BJP's Position: The party's
efficient political policies and solid voter base
were underlined by its continuous supremacy.

e Revival of Congress: The INC's better result
suggested its tenacity and possibilities for further
political confrontations.

e The success of the JJP proved the possibility of
new political entities to upset established party
dynamics and draw voter support.

The 2019 Haryana Assembly elections exposed a

vibrant and changing political scene overall, with the

BJP leading, the INC showing indications of rebirth,

and new parties like the JJP making major gains

underlining.

Role of Social Media and Modern Campaign
Strategies

Social media has evolved into a powerful weapon for
political campaigns in recent years, changing the
interaction between politicians and parties with regard
to voters. The elections carried out in Haryana in 2014
and 2019 show this change as well as the major
influence of social media and contemporary campaign
techniques on voting results.

Social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, and
WhatsApp giving politicians and citizens simple
means of communication has revolutionized political
campaigns. These websites let candidates interact with
people, create support systems, and spread their
messages more quickly than more conventional media
(Parida & Das, 2014). Real-time contact made
possible by social media helps politicians to quickly
answer voter grievances and advance diversity and
participation. Young people, who are more active on
social media (Yadav, 2023), have particularly
responded well to this in mobilization. Thanks to
social media and data analytics, highly focused
marketing plans are today possible. By customizing
their messages to certain groups, political parties may
guarantee that their communications are relevant and
powerful (Kulshrestha et al., 2017). By means of likes,
retweets, and shares, social media magnificently

increases the reach of political statements. The 2014
elections were especially noteworthy for this
amplification effect as social media clearly helped the
BJP's campaign to be successful (Ahmed et al., 2016).

Case Studies and Affecting Targets

2014 Voters: The 2014 general elections saw the BJP
use social media in a way that established fresh
standards for digital campaigning in India. By
deliberately using Facebook and Twitter, the party was
able to engage with first-time voters and young people,
therefore enabling their election victory (Ahmed et al.,
2016).

2019 Elections: Social media's ongoing importance
was shown by the Haryana Assembly elections from
2019. While other political groups like the Jannayak
Janta Party (JJP) also used comparable media to attract
notice and support, the BJP maintained and grew its
voter base using its online presence (Kumar, 2020).

Conflict and Obstacles

Though there are drawbacks as well, social media
provides political campaigns with some advantages.
False news and misleading information could polarize
society and mislead people. When social media was
used effectively for both successful campaigning and
the dissemination of misleading information in the
2019 elections, this issue drew attention.

Burragohain (2019) argues that the quick spread of
misleading information on social media might
influence voter attitudes and decisions, therefore
affecting probable election manipulation. By creating
echo chambers where users are mostly exposed to
content that supports their current opinions, social
media platforms might contribute to polarize politics
by thereby expanding the gaps among voters (Sharma
& Sivakumar, 2023.). Political campaigns including
social media raise moral questions about data security,
privacy, and public opinion manipulation. The
Cambridge Analytica incident (Jha, 2022) is one well-
known example of how social media data could be
used in political contexts. Social media has surely
changed the scene of political campaigns in Haryana
and beyond. Modern political techniques would not be
without use for its capacity to involve voters, magnify
messages, and target certain groups. The difficulties
related to false information and ethical issues,
however, emphasize the importance of responsible
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usage and control of these platforms to guarantee fair
and honest election procedures.

Women Representation in Haryana Elections
Historically low presence of women in Haryana's
legislative assembly reflects more general patterns of
gender inequality in political involvement throughout
India. Though they make up a sizable share of the
population, women have been underrepresented in the
state's political systems, which affects policy-making
and government.

Early Developments and Difficulties

Women have historically hardly participated in the
legislative assembly elections in Haryana. Women's
political involvement has been much hampered by the
patriarchal systems and socio-cultural standards that
define the state. Like in other regions of India,
Haryana's political scene in the first decades following
independence was dominated by males, and women's
concerns seldom found a position on the legislative
agenda (Meenu, 2016).

Policy Interventions with Gender Quotas

Different governmental measures and gender quotas
have been implemented to help to correct this gender
disparity. Aiming to further women's representation in
politics and gender equality, the Indian Constitution
and further legislative actions have sought to Changes
to the Haryana Panchayati Raj Act in 2015, for
example, required a certain proportion of seats for
women in local administration, hence increasing the
number of women members at the village and district
levels (Kumar, 2021).

Effects of Political Empowerment Programmes

Gender ratios in municipal government have had a
conflicting effect. Although women are more
numerically present in political institutions, real
involvement and influence still present major
difficulties. Many women legislators lack the required
support to properly fulfill their jobs and encounter
opposition. This is especially clear in the accounts of
Dalit women legislators, who still battle with both
gender and caste-based disadvantage (Kumar, 2021).

New Patterns in Assembly Elections
The number of women candidates and elected
legislators in Haryana has gradually but steadily

increased in past assembly elections. Still, the general
proportion stays low. For example, women's
participation in the 2014 and 2019 assembly elections
was noticeably lower than that of males, therefore
underscoring the continuous difficulties of gender
parity in politics (Meenu, 2016).

Important Influences on Women's Representation
Many elements affect women's political representation
in Haryana:

e Socio-Cultural Norms: Women's active political
involvement is nevertheless hampered by gender
prejudices and ongoing patriarchal views.

e Economic Barriers: Women's difficulty to
challenge elections stems from their financial
reliance and lack of means.

e Political Will: Crucially important is the
dedication of political parties toward gender
equality. Strong internal gender policies and
support structures for women applicants help to
explain why female representation is often greater
(Halim et al., 2016).

Women in Haryana still have major obstacles to
political involvement notwithstanding governmental
initiatives and considerable advancement. Improving
women's participation in the legislative assembly calls
for coordinated measures to remove socio-cultural
obstacles, offer financial assistance, and guarantee
political parties' will to advance gender equality.

CONCLUSION
Examining the Haryana assembly elections from 1967
reveals a dynamic political environment unique in
changes in voter behavior, the emergence of regional
groups, and variations in party control. Originally
under control of the Indian National Congress, more
recently regional parties and the Bharatiya Janata
Party have become main players in most of Haryana.
Beginning in the 1990s, regional parties such as the
Indian National Lok Dal began to flourish by basing
their growth on local interests and leadership. The
predisposition of the electorate for democratic
government and policies that give development first
priority was shown by the elections in 2005 and 2009,
which vyielded different electoral outcomes for the
main parties. The amazing triumph of the BJP in the
2014 elections signaled a paradigm change and
changed the political landscape, so directing
forthcoming elections. This tendency was verified by
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the 2019 elections, which revealed how effectively the
BJP used social media and creative campaign tactics
to persuade people and back its authority. Still,
women's representation suffers even with these
developments. Though government initiatives have
made a lot of difference, women's general political
involvement in Haryana is still low. Constant work to
remove social barriers, offer financial assistance, and
guarantee political parties are dedicated to advancing
women equality will help to realize gender parity. All
things considered, the way Haryana votes mirrors
more general political trends in India characterized by
both continuous problems and chances for growing
democratic involvement and representation.
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