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Abstract- Manju Kapur’s novel Difficult Daughters is a 

story of a daughter’s journey back into her mother’s 

throbbing past.  It spans the genres of description and 

the past and falters in both.  The vision of freedom and 

decolonization were portrayed clearly. The incident like 

orgies of rape and murder, performer in the name of 

independence.  In the beginning, Ida, the narrator and 

daughter of character, trying to get back her mother’s 

secret life, turns out to be main story.  Virmati was a 

child of a traditional Hindu family, comes of age in the 

confused and hopeful 1040s.  It was careful to be the 

time of change to the knowledgeable Indians.  showing 

to taste the new wine of freedom, Virmati encounter 

freedom-fighters of all religion and persuasions, fall in 

love, and marries a previously marital lecturer. 

Sequester with mother-in-law, co-wife and stepchildren, 

Virmati uses higher learning as an escape road. It is 

accurate here, “Teaching led to freedom and movable 

behaviour”.  Her development parallel the new-found 

freedoms of cultured Indian women, but double 

standards succeed, rising consciousness of the ties that 

connect. 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Difficult Daughters is a story of three generations of 

women:  Ida, the raconteur, who is a divorcee.  

Virmati, her mother, who marries a previously 

marital lecturer for love, and Kasturi, her 

grandmother, who come to conditions with a difficult 

daughter, Virmati.  This was not an imaginary family, 

but the story of a true, focus division house with 

fathers, mothers and brothers and sisters to facilitate 

one had seen and lived with.  Integration them 

mutually was the environment of the separation, 

which 50 duration afterwards seems to be the 

watershed event of modern India.  In short, their 

reputation rested on their documenting correctly the 

existence and period of this nation‟s early years, 

provided that we with a picture that was like 

available during a relations photo album where half-

forgotten individuals and actions leapt reverse into 

our consciousness.  Virmati is concerned headed for 

an English lecturer who falls overpoweringly in love 

with her because his uneducated wife might never 

establish a spirit assistant. After his frequent 

overtures Virmati gives in, as she is also a spirit 

feeling thirst for love.  This criminal matter leads to 

numerous a problems. Virmati has to tolerate the 

force without help.  She is strained to terminate the 

child of Harish as the professor is reluctant rather 

fearful to tie the knot her. Ultimately at the 

persistence of a companion, the lecturer is strained 

into marrying her. But Virmati‟s hardships do not end 

here, they merely transform standard.  Most of her 

sufferings are caused by caring lethargy. Virmati 

does have a compassionate take on to suppurate on 

and this aggravates her distress. She suffers at the 

hands of the narrow humanity, her family and above 

all her paramour.  

Difficult Daughters is set at the occasion of screen in 

Amritsar and Lahore.  Virmati‟s life would have 

ended at a significant face, had she decided herself to 

be marital to the extremely proper young man, a 

vessel engineer, her family find for her.  But, 

opportunely for her and more for the student, a 

theatrical modify takes position there.  Virmati passes 

her occasion by selection her increasingly pregnant 

mother in the housework attractive mind of the 

younger siblings and studying.  Virmati‟s relations 

consider her entitled for marriage as she is expert in 

tapestry, food preparation and understanding.  At the 

same occasion, Virmati is attentive by the young 

lecturer, fresh from Oxford.  Superiority that she sees 

in the Professor‟s existence aptitude to appreciate 

English narrative, chiefly verse, his favourite for tea 

in faint porcelain cups and his record player 

concerned her very a good deal.  She realizes that is 

ineffective to appear for answer within the house. 

When we obtain a seem approximately at the women 

in this narrative, one can investigate into relations 

times past and inspect grandmothers and enormous 

grandmothers.  Approximately every female has a 
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narrative to tell under their happy disguise.  

Conceivably they wouldn‟t imagine their lives 

commendable sufficient, but we include a group to be 

grateful our foremothers for, from equal supporting 

contribution to the accurate to teaching.  Organism 

the eldest of the family, Virmati spends her occasion 

as look after, at the same time as her mother, Kasturi, 

spends her existence reproducing, Virmati goes to 

educate and academy. She has an open minded 

father, fortunately, and sees teaching as a run away 

from the rigours of family life.  Virmati sets upon a 

course of teaching that doesn‟t fundamentally alter 

her way of thoughts, but gives her the good sense to 

command to create her own mistake.    

The grasp is that she marries a gentleman with two 

kids.  Their worship is creating away.  Harish 

emerges unhurt.  Virmati on the other hand is 

ostracised, and kept jailed at residence pending she 

agrees to marry an important person of her mother‟s 

choosing.  She refuses, investment securely on to her 

adore for Harish.  As per desire, she is sent to 

superior learn her lover marries her after five years as 

a publicly established moment wife.  Education for 

girls was forever seen as a course to corruption.  As 

far as Virmati is worried, teaching is an escape.  But 

her relations is influenced that it led to her ethical 

poverty.  Her declining in love made her a fallen 

lady.  Manju Kapur productively portrayed early on 

twentieth century Punjabi existence and has 

efficiently captured the dealings.  

It is proper that she is the look after that Kapur writes 

of but surely she forms the heart of the character that 

Kapur so affectionately presents.  Difficult Daughters 

begins with a daughter leaving reverse to Amritsar 

delivery her mother‟s remains to assemble her caring 

family.  The story then alternate between the past and 

the present with the mother and daughter utterance to 

each other through places and events.  Traced within 

this concept are both the olden times of the mother‟s 

strange life and the confusion of the year‟s former the 

freedom of our country.  Amritsar is those times was 

a greatly diverse place from what it is nowadays 

since it isn‟t today.  Towns such as Amritsar had 

what was called a „gentry‟, which counted important 

instructor, teachers, lawyers and landed family 

between their classes. To such a family belong 

Virmati.  Her grandfather is a famous owner and 

enthusiastic Arya Samaj, faithful to the learning of 

women.  Because, it is he who helps Virmati to stand 

upon her point.  His sons run a victorious charms 

institution and have a great children of brood.  

Virmati is the eldest of 11 kids and divides her 

occasion stuck connecting helping her feeble mother 

manage with the housework and studying.  It doesn‟t 

mean that she did it with honestly.  Virmati‟s 

concentration in studies is unintelligible to her family 

which considers her talented sufficient to grip life, 

able to as she is to transaction with embroidery, food 

preparation and reading and writing.  The narrative, 

then, alternate connecting the past and the present, 

revealing bit by bit, Virmati‟s life from the 

information Ida collect from her mother‟s associates, 

brothers, sisters and connections.  She concludes by 

proverb, “This volume weave a association 

connecting my nurse and me, each word a lump in a 

house I made with my beginning and my mind.  Now 

survive in it, Mama, and disappear me be.  Do not 

trouble me anymore. 

Virmati in Difficult Daughters has to be a mother, to 

all her ten siblings. The mother kasturi is concerned 

in the sole job of procreation departure the young 

ones for Virmati to have a propensity winning.  The 

want or want for of mother‟s understanding shoulder 

at residence services these daughters to appear for 

consideration exterior which in revolve leads to 

trickery. At times Virmati yearned for love, for some 

indication that was particular.  However, when she 

put her beginning subsequently to the youngest baby, 

feeding in the mother‟s weapons, Kasturi would get 

irritable and shove her gone.  “Have you seen to their 

food, milk, garments, study?‟  The unfortunate girl 

does her best to settle her protect and at the same 

time follow her studies.  The world may not love a 

devotee, but it surely adores a mother, concurrently a 

descendant may love her mother.  The humanity is 

full of love, warmth, noble attachment and all that is 

yielding and sweet and dignified in creature life. 

Connecting a mother and a child, faith and love 

survive.  This should be particularly factual of a 

mother daughter association.  “What will occur to 

you following I am disappeared?”  Is her favourite 

grieved about Ida?  Since, she is naught, husbandless 

and sterile.  She feels herself balanced like a pencil 

document on the boundaries of civilization.  

Daughters are not all that responsibility, appreciative 

lot and look after are not all that loving, sacrifice 

solitary.  Their connection is wrought by the 

conditions that were dominated.  As it is that the 
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extensive sequence of training of women start 

beginning their mothers.  Mothers, organism women, 

were themselves broken in by their mothers first and 

the humanity at large into the norms of the patriarchal 

civilization.  

CONCLUSION 

 

 India has a prosperous custom of early tale and story.  

The story not only entertains but also reflects about 

the society that prevails.  Apart from excitement, 

adventures, and emotion, they also advocate good 

morals and beliefs, wealthy in connotation.  The 

narrative gives us an analysis of mother-daughter 

connection, tracing it during three following 

generation.  During the receptive representation of 

three generations of women and their struggle, Manju 

Kapur has given us a remarkable picture of the 

development of the Indian woman‟s consciousness 

ultimately, preliminary from the pre-independence 

age during the liberty age unto the occasion of the 

placement freedom.  We see feminist leanings at the 

beginning in the description of Shakuntala and 

Virmati who create their own choice in existence.  

The at the moment development appear to attraction 

out that women who go moving organization are 

persuaded to be singled out and subjugated by 

culture, discarded still by their own mothers.  Their 

connection with their protect becomes the first 

causality.  And the sears they bear are handed down 

to the next production.  Due to the distinction in 

period, the production gap becomes too expensive to 

be bridged.  Even the ordinary knowledge of teenager 

manner did not carry them jointly, unlike in common 

protect – offspring interaction.  The demanding 

period of screen and its consequences, much 

elaborate in the narrative, may have cause a split in 

relations.  Only with Virmati‟s loss is the spirit lay to 

relax, and Ida becomes gratis to guide her have 

existence, no longer dying out by the shade of her 

mother.  The novel is appointer to how a mother‟s 

pressure could be worrying to the daughter under 

different situation.  How filial adore and warmth 

could be replace by hatred and anger, how a mother, 

usually and essence of give up and decency, could 

become a representation of self-centredness and 

anger to her brood.  
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