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Abstract: In this article, we will explore Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni's background to understand the personal and 

cultural influences that shape her storytelling. The themes 

of rootlessness and alienation are central to our discussion, 

providing insight into the emotional and psychological 

landscape of her characters. We will examine the female 

experience in a diasporic context, highlighting the unique 

challenges and transformations faced by women caught 

between worlds. Furthermore, the notion of cultural 

duality and identity will be unpacked, offering perspectives 

on how characters navigate their complex identities. 

Concluding our examination, the article will synthesize 

these insights to demonstrate Divakaruni's contribution to 

contemporary literature and discourse on estrangement 

and transformation. 
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CHITRA BANERJEE DIVAKARUNI'S 

ARRANGED MARRIAGE: ROOTLESSNESS AND 

ESTRANGEMENT 

 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's collection of stories, 

"Arranged Marriage," delves deep into the heart of 

estrangement, a theme that resonates powerfully 

within the diasporic communities around the world. 

Through her poignant narratives, Divakaruni explores 

the complex layers of transformation and 

estrangement experienced by immigrant women, 

particularly those from South Asia, making this work 

an essential exploration of cultural dislocation and the 

quest for identity. The importance of this collection 

lies not just in the stories it tells but in the broader 

conversation it sparks about migration, identity, and 

the universal search for a place to call home. 

In this article, we will explore Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni's background to understand the personal 

and cultural influences that shape her storytelling. The 

themes of rootlessness and alienation are central to our 

discussion, providing insight into the emotional and 

psychological landscape of her characters. We will 

examine the female experience in a diasporic context, 

highlighting the unique challenges and 

transformations faced by women caught between 

worlds. Furthermore, the notion of cultural duality and 

identity will be unpacked, offering perspectives on 

how characters navigate their complex identities. 

Concluding our examination, the article will 

synthesize these insights to demonstrate Divakaruni's 

contribution to contemporary literature and discourse 

on estrangement and transformation. 

 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's Background 

Biographical Information 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni was born in Kolkata, 

India, and pursued her higher education in the United 

States. She completed her B.A. at the University of 

Calcutta in 1976 before moving to the U.S. to attend 

Wright State University, where she earned a master's 

degree. She later received a Ph.D. in English from the 

University of California, Berkeley in 1985, with a 

dissertation on Christopher Marlowe. During her 

studies, Divakaruni supported herself through various 

jobs, including roles as a babysitter, store clerk, and 

laboratory assistant. 

 

Influences on Her Writing 

Divakaruni's writing is deeply influenced by her 

experiences of migration and the complexities of 

identity and culture. This is evident in her narratives 

that often explore the lives of South Asian immigrants, 

blending elements of magical realism, myth, and the 

profound challenges of cultural integration. Her 
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personal experiences of loss and the transformative 

impact of living in a new culture have shaped her 

storytelling, imbuing it with sensitivity and a nuanced 

exploration of human emotions and societal dynamics. 

 

Overview of Her Work 

Divakaruni is an accomplished author of 21 books, 

including notable works like Mistress of Spices and 

The Palace of Illusions. Her writing has been 

translated into 30 languages and includes a range of 

genres from realistic fiction to historical and magical 

realism. Her works often provide insights into social 

issues and the pursuit of individual and community 

freedom, reflecting her active engagement with 

educational and domestic violence issues through 

various non-profits. 

 

Themes of Rootlessness and Alienation 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, through her poignant 

narratives in "Arranged Marriage," explores the 

profound themes of rootlessness and alienation, 

particularly among Indian immigrants in America. 

Many of her main characters are young females who, 

despite migrating to the U.S. for a better life, struggle 

to assimilate into Western culture. These characters 

often experience a haunting by their native culture and 

traditions, even as they attempt to incorporate aspects 

of their new environment. 

 

How They Are Presented in the Novel 

In "Arranged Marriage," the duality of 

Americanization and Indianization vividly portrays 

the internal conflicts faced by these women. The 

transformation of their identities is depicted as they 

navigate through their dual cultural realities, reflecting 

a blend of longing for their roots and the practical 

challenges of their new world. 

 

Comparison with Other Works 

Divakaruni’s exploration of alienation echoes the 

sentiments found in other postcolonial literature, 

where diasporic life often involves grappling with 

one’s identity in the face of cultural dissonance. 

However, her focus on the female experience offers a 

unique lens, providing deeper insights into the 

personal and societal challenges these women face. 

 

Reception by Audience and Critics 

The themes of rootlessness and alienation in 

Divakaruni's works have resonated deeply with 

audiences and critics alike, highlighting the universal 

struggle for identity and belonging in a foreign land. 

This reception underscores the relevance and empathy 

in Divakaruni’s storytelling, as she brings to light the 

often-overlooked narratives of immigrant women. 

 

Female Experience in a Diasporic Context 

Gender Roles and Expectations 

In the diasporic context, Indian women often face rigid 

gender roles and expectations that are deeply rooted in 

their cultural upbringing. These expectations include 

managing both nuclear and extended family 

relationships, often with minimal interference from in-

laws, and balancing traditional roles with personal 

aspirations. The societal pressure to conform to these 

roles can be overwhelming, especially when 

juxtaposed with the individualistic culture of Western 

societies. 

 

Struggles of Indian Women Immigrants 

Indian women immigrants encounter numerous 

challenges that compound their experience of 

estrangement. The loss of familiar social networks, the 

difficulty in accessing cultural enclaves, and the 

struggle with language barriers exacerbate the feeling 

of rootlessness. Moreover, the transition often includes 

dealing with post-traumatic stress and the need to 

grieve the life left behind. These factors make it 

incredibly difficult for them to acculturate into a new 

society, where they must decide between reinventing 

themselves or finding work that aligns with their skills 

and cultural values. 

 

Adaptation and Resistance 

Despite these challenges, Indian women demonstrate 

remarkable resilience and adaptability. They often 

take on the responsibility of maintaining cultural 

continuity, bridging the gap between their families and 

their new country. This role is not without its conflicts, 

as they navigate the tension between collective 

societal expectations and their personal needs. The 

journey of adaptation is marked by both resistance to 

and acceptance of new roles, leading to a 

transformation in their identities and a gradual 

integration into the broader society. 

 

Cultural Duality and Identity 
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In Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's narratives, the 

blending of Indian and Western cultures is depicted 

with profound depth, illustrating the characters' 

navigation through cultural landscapes that are often 

in conflict. Her stories, particularly in "Arranged 

Marriage," portray the intricate dance between 

retaining one's cultural heritage and adapting to new 

cultural norms. This duality is vividly captured in the 

character of Sumita, who initially views marriage and 

immigration as gateways to freedom, yet confronts the 

stark realities of cultural differences and personal 

expectations in America. 

The identity crisis faced by Divakaruni's characters is 

a recurring theme that underscores their struggles. 

These women find themselves caught between the 

traditional values deeply rooted in their Indian 

upbringing and the often-liberal ethos of Western 

society. This cultural rift leads to a profound internal 

conflict, where characters like Sumita and Anju 

grapple with their sense of self amidst changing social 

landscapes. 

Resolution of conflicts in Divakaruni’s works often 

involves a transformative journey where characters, 

through personal loss and cultural dissonance, find 

strength and independence. For instance, after the 

death of her husband, Sumita chooses to reject the 

traditional path expected of a widow in India, deciding 

instead to carve out her own identity in the United 

States. This decision highlights her evolution from 

conformity to personal autonomy, a testament to the 

complex interplay of cultural expectations and 

individual agency. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Through the exploration of Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni's "Arranged Marriage," we've delved into 

the nuanced experiences of rootlessness and alienation 

faced by Indian immigrant women. Divakaruni's 

skillful weaving of personal and cultural narratives 

highlights the emotional and psychological 

complexities of adapting to a new world while holding 

onto the threads of a cultural past. The themes of 

cultural duality and the profound search for identity 

underscore the universal struggle for belonging, 

making Divakaruni's work a significant contribution to 

contemporary literature and discourse on migration 

and identity. 

Divakaruni not only captures the essence of the 

diasporic experience but also offers insight into the 

resilience and transformation inherent in the female 

immigrant journey. Her characters, caught between the 

expectations of their traditional upbringing and the 

freedoms of Western society, navigate their identities 

with a blend of resistance and acceptance. This 

delicate balance reflects the broader implications of 

cultural assimilation and the ongoing quest for 

autonomy and belonging in an ever-globalizing world, 

suggesting a continued relevance of Divakaruni's work 

in understanding and appreciating the complexities of 

immigrant life. 

 

FAQs 

1. What is the plot of "Arranged Marriage" by Chitra 

Banerjee Divakaruni? 

"Arranged Marriage" is a collection of stories 

exploring various experiences of women in different 

stages of life. These stories range from a young bride 

whose idealistic view of life in California is destroyed 

following her husband's death, necessitating her to 

forge a new path alone, to a determined divorced 

woman striving for success in San Francisco. This 

book marks the first time Divakaruni integrates her 

award-winning poetry with prose. 

 

2. What notable achievements has Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni accomplished? 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni has received significant 

recognition, including being named one of the 20 Most 

Influential Global Indian Women by the Economic 

Times in 2015. She has served as a judge for major 

awards such as the National Book Award and the PEN 

Faulkner Award. Additionally, two of her novels, "The 

Mistress of Spices" and "Sister of My Heart," have 

been adapted into films. 

 

3. What is the main theme in Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni's story "Clothes"? 

The story "Clothes" by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 

centers around the protagonist, Sumita, and her deep-

seated desire for independence which she associates 

with marriage and the prospect of moving to America. 

Through Sumita's journey, Divakaruni portrays a 

character who evolves into a decisive and bold 

woman, challenging traditional roles and expectations. 

 



© June 2024| IJIRT | Volume 11 Issue 1 | ISSN: 2349-6002 
 

IJIRT 166099 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 163 

4. How does Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni explore 

Ecofeminism in her works? 

Ecofeminism in Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s works 

addresses the dual oppression faced by women and 

nature under patriarchal societies. This perspective 

highlights the interconnected exploitation of both the 

environment and women, offering a critical view on 

the dominance exerted by patriarchal structures. 
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