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Abstract— Criminal profiling, though underutilized in
India, is increasingly becoming a crucial tool in solving
complex crimes such as serial killings, sexual assaults, and
terrorism-related offenses. This paper discusses the role of
criminal profiling in the Indian context, presenting
statistical data on crime trends and examining how
profiling can assist law enforcement. Additionally, it
outlines the challenges that hinder the growth of profiling
in the Indian justice system and provides recommendations
for improving its effectiveness through the use of data-
driven approaches.
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l. INTRODUCTION

India, with its diverse population and varied socio-
economic landscape, faces a wide array of criminal
activities ranging from petty theft to organized crime
and terrorism. Criminal profiling is still in its infancy
in India, yet its importance is increasingly recognized,
especially in the context of rising violent crimes and
serial offenses. While developed countries such as the
United States have well-established profiling units like
the FBI’s Behavioral Science Unit, India lacks similar
institutional support. However, recent high-profile
cases have demonstrated the potential value of
criminal profiling in aiding investigations.

o Crime Statistics in India

To understand the scope of criminal profiling in India,
it is crucial to examine the statistical data on crime
rates in the country. According to the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), the following crime trends
were observed:
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1. Total Crimes: In 2022, India recorded over 6 million
cognizable crimes under the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
which included violent offenses like murder, rape, and
robbery.

2. Murder Rates: Approximately 29,000 cases of
murder were registered in 2022, showing an increase
from previous years. Many of these cases involved
elements of serial violence or premeditation, where
criminal profiling could have aided in suspect
identification.

3. Sexual Offenses: There were 51,863 reported cases
of rape in 2022. Repeat offenders and sexual predators
represent a significant area where profiling could be
beneficial in tracking down culprits.

4. Cybercrime: The rise in cybercrime incidents
(52,974 cases in 2022) has also led to a demand for
profiling of cybercriminals who engage in fraud,
harassment, and other online offenses.

5. Terrorism: India continues to grapple with terrorism
in certain regions, particularly in Jammu and Kashmir,
and states affected by Maoist insurgency. In 2022,
over 400 incidents of terrorism-related violence were
reported, underscoring the need for behavioral
profiling to understand and prevent future attacks.

e The Role of Criminal Profiling in India

Criminal profiling, particularly in cases involving
serial killers, rapists, and terrorists, plays a pivotal role
in understanding the psychological and behavioral
patterns of offenders. Given the rise in violent and
organized crime, profiling can assist Indian law
enforcement by providing psychological insights into
the motivations, likely background, and future actions
of offenders. The potential benefits of profiling
include:
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1. Narrowing Suspect Lists: By creating profiles based
on behavioral and forensic evidence, law enforcement
agencies can focus on a smaller pool of suspects,
especially in cases where there is no clear motive or
known offender.

2. Anticipating Future Crimes: Profiling can help
predict future actions of serial offenders by analyzing
their past behaviors. This can be especially helpful in
preventing further crimes by offenders who follow
specific patterns, such as the Cyanide Mohan case,
where a serial killer used cyanide to murder women.
3. Understanding Terrorist Mindsets: Behavioral
profiling can provide insights into the motivations of
terrorists and radicalized individuals, helping security
forces anticipate and thwart planned attacks. India’s
struggle with terrorism, particularly in regions like
Kashmir and areas affected by Maoist insurgency,
could benefit from such insights.

o Case Studies Involving Criminal Profiling in India
1. Nithari Killings (2006): A series of brutal murders
involving children and women in the village of Nithari
shocked the nation. Behavioral analysis played a key
role in understanding the psychopathic tendencies of
the accused, Surinder Koli, who displayed a
compulsion for necrophilia and cannibalism. Profilers
deduced his obsessive tendencies from the crime
scenes, which eventually led to his conviction.

2. Cyanide Mohan (2005-2009): Mohan Kumar, also
known as Cyanide Mohan, killed numerous women by
luring them into marriage and later poisoning them
with cyanide. Profiling his behavior—where he
followed a specific pattern of targeting vulnerable
women—allowed law enforcement to predict his next
moves and apprehend him.

3. Hyderabad Rape and Murder Case (2019): The
brutal gang rape and murder of a young woman in
Hyderabad gained widespread attention. Forensic
psychologists were brought in to analyze the mindset
of the perpetrators, revealing key behavioral patterns
like extreme aggression and lack of empathy. This
analysis contributed to swift justice, although the case
also highlighted the limitations in criminal profiling
infrastructure.

e Challenges to Criminal Profiling in India

1. Limited Forensic Infrastructure: While profiling is
increasingly recognized as a valuable tool, India’s
forensic infrastructure is still underdeveloped. There
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are only a few institutes in the country that provide
expertise in forensic psychology, making it difficult to
deploy profilers in every case where they are needed.
2. Lack of Data-Driven Profiling: In the West,
profiling is supported by decades of research and
databases of criminal behavior. India lacks
comprehensive data on crime patterns, offender
behavior, and recidivism rates, which are crucial for
developing accurate profiles.

For example, a national database of repeat offenders
could be instrumental in profiling serial criminals.
However, India does not yet have a centralized system
comparable to the FBI's VCAP (Violent Criminal
Apprehension Program).

3. Judicial Skepticism: Courts in India often treat
profiling  with  skepticism,  considering it
circumstantial evidence. Without solid forensic or
physical evidence, profiles based solely on behavioral
analysis are rarely admissible in court. This limits the
extent to which law enforcement can rely on profiling
during investigations.

4. Cultural and Regional Diversity: India’s cultural
and linguistic diversity makes profiling challenging.
Criminal behavior can be heavily influenced by socio-
cultural factors, and a profile developed for one region
may not be applicable in another. Profilers must
account for these variations, which adds complexity to
the process.

o Statistical Insights and Profiling Potential

1. Rape Recidivism: Data from the NCRB shows that
18-20% of rape cases involve repeat offenders. This
indicates that profiling could play a significant role in
identifying behavioral patterns of serial sexual
offenders, aiding in faster arrests and prevention of
future crimes.

2. Terrorism-Related Arrests: The increase in arrests
of individuals involved in terrorist activities,
particularly in Kashmir and Maoist regions, has
highlighted the need for behavioral analysis in
deradicalization efforts. According to reports, around
1,500 terrorism-related arrests were made in 2022,
many involving radicalized youth. Profiling could help
prevent such radicalization by identifying early signs
of extremism.

3. Serial Crimes: Serial offenses, though less frequent
in India, have seen an uptick in recent years. In 2022,
there were at least 15 documented cases of serial
killings, making profiling a vital tool in identifying
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common characteristics and behavioral patterns [2] Raghavan, R., & Vaswani, A. (2019). Criminal

among offenders. Profiling and its Challenges in India. Indian
Journal of Criminology.

e Way Forward for Criminal Profiling in India [3] Kapur, N. (2020). Behavioral Forensics in

1. Development of Behavioral Analysis Units: India Terrorism:  Indian Case  Studies. Sage

needs to invest in the creation of dedicated behavioral Publications.

analysis units within its central and state law
enforcement agencies. These units should be staffed
by trained forensic psychologists and criminal
profilers who can work on complex cases involving
serial offenses and terrorism.

2. Use of Data Analytics: Leveraging data analytics
and Al can significantly improve criminal profiling in
India. A national database on criminal behavior,
integrated with predictive algorithms, could help law
enforcement agencies develop more accurate profiles.
3. Training and Education: Law enforcement officers
across India need to be trained in the basics of criminal
profiling. Forensic psychology should be included in
police training curricula, and more universities should
offer specialized courses in this field.

4. Judicial and Public Awareness: Efforts must be
made to increase judicial and public awareness of the
scientific basis of criminal profiling. This would lead
to greater acceptance of profiling as a legitimate
investigative tool, ensuring its use in solving complex
cases.

CONCLUSION

Criminal profiling in India is still underutilized, but its
potential in solving serious crimes is undeniable. With
rising crime rates, especially involving serial offenses,
sexual crimes, and terrorism, the need for a robust
profiling system is more urgent than ever. By
addressing the challenges of limited infrastructure,
data availability, and judicial skepticism, India can
develop a more effective system of criminal profiling
that aids law enforcement in delivering justice more
efficiently.
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