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Abstract: This research paper delves into the pivotal role 

played by the Joint Action Committee (JAC) in the 

Telangana agitation from 2010 to 2013. The formation and 

evolution of the JAC, its composition, strategies employed, 

and its impact on the movement for a separate state of 

Telangana are thoroughly examined. Through an analysis 

of primary sources, media reports, and scholarly articles, 

this paper aims to comprehensively understand how the 

JAC mobilized public support, coordinated protests, and 

influenced political decisions during this significant period 

in Indian history. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The demand for a separate state of Telangana has been 

a longstanding and contentious issue in Indian politics, 

rooted in historical grievances over economic disparity 

and political representation. The Telangana region, 

comprising ten districts in the southern state of Andhra 

Pradesh, has often felt marginalized despite its rich 

cultural and historical significance. The movement for 

Telangana statehood gained substantial momentum in 

the early 2000s, driven by deep-seated frustrations 

over perceived neglect and discrimination by 

successive state governments based in Hyderabad, the 

joint capital of Andhra Pradesh. 

The historical backdrop of the Telangana movement 

can be traced back to the 1950s, when the region was 

merged with Andhra Pradesh to form a united Telugu-

speaking state. Over the following decades, however, 

grievances among Telangana's residents grew, fueled 

by disparities in development funding, employment 

opportunities, and infrastructure investments. The 

sentiment of neglect was exacerbated by perceptions 

that resources generated in Telangana were not 

equitably reinvested back into the region's 

development. 

By the turn of the millennium, demands for separate 

statehood for Telangana began to intensify, catalyzed 

by a resurgence of regional identity politics and 

renewed calls for autonomy. The formation of the 

Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) under the leadership 

of K. Chandrashekar Rao in 2001 marked a significant 

milestone, providing a political platform that actively 

campaigned for the creation of a separate Telangana 

state. The TRS's advocacy gained traction among 

various segments of Telangana society, including 

students, intellectuals, and cultural organizations, who 

rallied behind the cause. 

The culmination of these sentiments came to a head 

between 2010 and 2013 with a series of widespread 

protests and agitations across Telangana. At the 

forefront of these movements was the Joint Action 

Committee (JAC), a coalition comprising not only the 

TRS but also various other political parties, student 

groups like the Osmania University Joint Action 

Committee (OUJAC), and civil society organizations. 

The JAC played a pivotal role in mobilizing public 

support, organizing strikes, rallies, and other forms of 

civil disobedience to pressurize the central and state 

governments to accede to their demands. 

This period witnessed unprecedented public 

mobilization, with millions participating in mass 

demonstrations such as the Million March in 

Hyderabad in 2011. These events underscored the 

depth of popular sentiment and the growing 

determination among Telangana's residents to achieve 

statehood. The JAC's strategic coordination and ability 

to sustain momentum through effective use of media 

and social networks were instrumental in keeping the 

movement alive and galvanizing widespread support. 
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Ultimately, the efforts of the JAC and other 

stakeholders in the Telangana movement bore fruit 

when the Indian Parliament passed the Telangana Bill 

in 2014, leading to the formal creation of Telangana as 

India's 29th state. This achievement marked a 

significant victory for regional aspirations and 

underscored the power of grassroots movements in 

influencing national policy decisions. 

In conclusion, the Telangana movement from 2010 to 

2013, propelled by the Joint Action Committee (JAC), 

stands as a testament to the perseverance of regional 

identity and the quest for self-determination in Indian 

democracy. This research paper aims to explore in 

detail the crucial role played by the JAC during this 

transformative period, analyzing its strategies, impact, 

and broader implications for Indian federalism and 

regional politics. 

 

Formation and Composition of the JAC: 

The Joint Action Committee (JAC) emerged as a 

pivotal coalition during the Telangana agitation, 

serving as a unified front for various stakeholders 

advocating for the creation of a separate state of 

Telangana. Formed in response to mounting public 

discontent and political aspirations for regional 

autonomy, the JAC brought together a diverse array of 

voices and organizations, each contributing uniquely 

to the movement's strength and breadth. 

At its core, the JAC was composed of political leaders, 

prominently led by the Telangana Rashtra Samithi 

(TRS), under the leadership of K. Chandrashekar Rao. 

TRS, founded in 2001 with a singular focus on 

Telangana statehood, provided the organizational 

backbone and political direction to the JAC. K. 

Chandrashekar Rao's leadership was instrumental in 

galvanizing political support and articulating the 

grievances of Telangana's populace at the national 

level. 

In addition to political parties, the JAC included 

influential student organizations such as the Osmania 

University Joint Action Committee (OUJAC). 

Students, particularly from universities like Osmania, 

played a crucial role in mobilizing youth participation 

and organizing protests on campuses and in urban 

centers across Telangana. Their involvement brought 

youthful energy and grassroots mobilization tactics to 

the forefront of the movement. 

Furthermore, civil society groups and non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) formed an 

integral part of the JAC's composition. These 

organizations represented various sectors of Telangana 

society, including intellectuals, cultural activists, and 

community leaders. Their participation enriched the 

movement with diverse perspectives, advocacy 

strategies, and local insights into the socio-economic 

issues facing Telangana. 

The JAC's composition was marked by its inclusivity, 

encompassing voices from rural and urban areas alike, 

across different socio-economic backgrounds. This 

diversity not only broadened the movement's appeal 

but also strengthened its legitimacy and resilience 

against attempts to delegitimize it as merely a political 

maneuver. 

Collectively, the formation and composition of the 

JAC underscored its ability to mobilize broad-based 

support and sustain momentum over an extended 

period. By uniting political parties, student 

organizations, and civil society groups under a 

common cause, the JAC effectively consolidated 

efforts towards achieving Telangana statehood. Its 

collaborative approach facilitated strategic 

coordination of protests, rallies, and other forms of 

civil disobedience, amplifying the movement's impact 

and visibility on the national stage. 

In conclusion, the Joint Action Committee (JAC) 

served as a unifying force during the Telangana 

agitation from 2010 to 2013, leveraging its diverse 

composition to mobilize widespread support and 

advocate effectively for regional autonomy. This 

research paper further explores the strategies 

employed by the JAC, its impact on the Telangana 

movement, and its broader implications for Indian 

federalism and regional politics. 

 

Strategies Employed by the JAC: 

The Joint Action Committee (JAC) employed a 

diverse range of strategic tactics during the Telangana 

agitation from 2010 to 2013, leveraging mass 

mobilization, media outreach, and coordinated 

protests to amplify their demand for statehood. These 

strategies were pivotal in sustaining momentum, 

galvanizing public support, and exerting pressure on 

both central and state governments to accede to their 

demands. 

1. Mass Mobilization Tactics: Central to the JAC's 

strategy was the organization of massive rallies, 

strikes, and protests across Telangana. These events 

served not only to demonstrate the depth of public 
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sentiment but also to physically manifest the collective 

strength and determination of the movement. The 

Million March in Hyderabad in 2011 stands out as a 

hallmark event, where hundreds of thousands of 

protesters gathered to demand statehood, marking a 

high point in the agitation's visibility and impact. 

2. Civil Disobedience and Strikes: In addition to large-

scale rallies, the JAC orchestrated civil disobedience 

campaigns and strikes to disrupt normalcy and draw 

attention to their cause. Strikes, particularly in 

educational institutions and public sectors, paralyzed 

daily activities and underscored the widespread 

support for Telangana statehood among various 

segments of society. These actions not only applied 

economic pressure but also showcased the movement's 

organizational prowess and resilience. 

3. Media and Social Networking: Recognizing the 

importance of media and communication channels, the 

JAC effectively utilized traditional media outlets, as 

well as emerging social networking platforms, to 

disseminate information, mobilize supporters, and 

counter narratives propagated by opponents. Press 

releases, interviews, and social media campaigns 

played a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

maintaining momentum between physical protests. 

These efforts ensured that the movement remained 

visible and relevant in both regional and national 

discourse. 

4. Coordination with Political Strategies: The JAC's 

activities were complemented by strategic political 

maneuvers, including lobbying with political parties 

and representatives sympathetic to the Telangana 

cause. This coordination helped align legislative 

efforts with grassroots mobilization, ensuring that 

political pressure was applied at multiple levels of 

governance. The JAC's ability to synchronize 

grassroots activism with political advocacy amplified 

their impact and contributed to the eventual passage of 

the Telangana Bill in Parliament. 

5. Long-term Engagement and Persistence: Crucially, 

the JAC maintained a sustained engagement with its 

supporters and stakeholders throughout the agitation 

period. Despite setbacks and intermittent negotiations, 

the committee persisted in its demands, refusing to 

relent until tangible progress towards statehood was 

achieved. This persistence not only bolstered morale 

among supporters but also conveyed a message of 

unwavering commitment to their cause. 

In conclusion, the Joint Action Committee (JAC) 

adopted a multifaceted approach combining mass 

mobilization, media outreach, civil disobedience, and 

strategic political engagement during the Telangana 

agitation from 2010 to 2013. These strategies 

collectively enabled the JAC to effectively pressure 

the authorities and garner widespread public support, 

ultimately contributing to the historic achievement of 

Telangana's statehood. This research paper further 

explores the impact of these strategies, their 

implications for Indian federalism, and lessons learned 

for future grassroots movements. 

 

Key movements 

Key movements during the Telangana agitation from 

2010 to 2013 highlight significant events and 

milestones that shaped the course of the movement and 

contributed to the eventual achievement of Telangana 

statehood. These movements were characterized by 

mass mobilization, political negotiations, and strategic 

actions aimed at pressuring authorities to meet the 

demands of the protestors. Here are some key 

movements: 

1. Million March (Sagara Haram): Held on March 

10, 2011, in Hyderabad, the Million March was 

one of the largest demonstrations during the 

Telangana agitation. Hundreds of thousands of 

people participated, demanding immediate 

statehood for Telangana. The event garnered 

extensive media coverage and underscored the 

strength and unity of the movement. 

2. General Strikes (Bandhs): Throughout the 

agitation period, the Joint Action Committee 

(JAC) called for several general strikes (bandhs) 

across Telangana. These strikes aimed to disrupt 

normalcy, exert economic pressure, and 

demonstrate the widespread support for 

Telangana statehood. Educational institutions, 

businesses, and public services were often 

affected, highlighting the movement's impact on 

daily life. 

3. Sit-ins and Dharnas: Sit-ins and dharnas 

(prolonged non-violent protests) were common 

tactics employed by the JAC and other supporters 

of Telangana statehood. Protesters occupied 

public spaces, government offices, and key 

locations, maintaining pressure on authorities and 

symbolizing their steadfast commitment to the 

cause. 
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4. Fast unto Death by Political Leaders: Several 

prominent political leaders and activists from 

Telangana resorted to hunger strikes or fasts unto 

death to draw attention to their demands. These 

acts of personal sacrifice garnered sympathy and 

intensified public support, compelling authorities 

to engage in dialogue and negotiations. 

5. Dialogue with Central and State Governments: 

Throughout the agitation, representatives of the 

JAC engaged in dialogues and negotiations with 

the central government in New Delhi and the state 

government in Hyderabad. These negotiations 

often fluctuated between periods of optimism and 

deadlock but were crucial in advancing legislative 

discussions and political consensus towards 

Telangana statehood. 

6. Passage of the Telangana Bill: Perhaps the most 

significant milestone, the passage of the 

Telangana Bill in Parliament on February 18, 

2014, marked the formal creation of Telangana as 

India's 29th state. This legislative achievement 

was a culmination of years of sustained agitation, 

political maneuvering, and public pressure 

orchestrated by the JAC and its allies. 

These key movements exemplify the resilience, 

determination, and strategic acumen of the Telangana 

agitation from 2010 to 2013. They highlight the 

coordinated efforts of diverse stakeholders within the 

JAC and underscore the transformative impact of 

grassroots mobilization on national policy outcomes in 

India. 

 

Impact of the JAC on the Telangana Movement: 

The Joint Action Committee (JAC) played a pivotal 

and transformative role in the Telangana movement 

from 2010 to 2013, significantly influencing the 

trajectory of events that led to the creation of 

Telangana as India's 29th state. Through strategic 

mobilization, sustained pressure on political 

authorities, and effective advocacy, the JAC 

galvanized public opinion and shaped the political 

landscape of Andhra Pradesh and India as a whole. 

1. Mobilization of Public Opinion: The JAC 

effectively mobilized widespread public support 

across Telangana through mass protests, rallies, 

strikes, and civil disobedience campaigns. Events like 

the Million March in Hyderabad in 2011 highlighted 

the depth of public sentiment and demonstrated the 

unity of purpose among Telangana's residents in 

demanding statehood. The JAC's ability to mobilize 

diverse segments of society, including students, 

political parties, and civil society organizations, 

amplified its impact and strengthened the movement's 

legitimacy. 

2. Political Pressure and Negotiations: The JAC 

exerted sustained pressure on both the central 

government in New Delhi and the state government in 

Hyderabad through various forms of protest and 

dialogue. Political leaders associated with the JAC 

engaged in negotiations, lobbying, and direct 

communication with authorities to push forward the 

demand for Telangana statehood. The JAC's 

coordination with sympathetic political parties and 

leaders at the national level facilitated legislative 

discussions and consensus-building processes 

necessary for the passage of the Telangana Bill. 

3. Legislative Achievement: One of the most 

significant outcomes of the Telangana movement was 

the passage of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act 

in Parliament on February 18, 2014. This legislation 

paved the way for the formal bifurcation of Andhra 

Pradesh and the creation of Telangana as a separate 

state. The passage of the Telangana Bill was a direct 

result of the sustained agitation, political maneuvering, 

and strategic advocacy led by the JAC over several 

years. It represented a historic victory for regional 

aspirations and marked a decisive moment in Indian 

federalism. 

4. Socio-political Impact: Beyond its immediate 

legislative success, the Telangana movement and the 

role of the JAC had broader socio-political 

implications. It energized regional identity politics in 

India, inspiring similar movements and aspirations for 

statehood in other regions. The creation of Telangana 

also promised to address longstanding grievances 

related to economic development, political 

representation, and cultural identity among 

Telangana's residents. 

5. Legacy and Lessons Learned: The legacy of the JAC 

and the Telangana movement underscores the power 

of grassroots mobilization and collective action in 

influencing national policy decisions. It serves as a 

testament to the importance of sustained activism, 

strategic coordination, and public engagement in 

achieving socio-political change in democratic 

societies. The success of the Telangana movement 

continues to resonate in India's political landscape, 
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shaping discussions on federalism, regional autonomy, 

and governance. 

The Joint Action Committee (JAC) emerged as a 

pivotal force in the Telangana movement, playing a 

crucial role in mobilizing public opinion, exerting 

political pressure, and ultimately securing statehood 

for Telangana. The impact of the JAC transcended 

legislative achievements, leaving a lasting legacy on 

Indian politics and underscoring the significance of 

grassroots movements in democratic processes. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Joint Action Committee (JAC) emerged as a 

transformative and indispensable force during the 

Telangana agitation from 2010 to 2013, leaving an 

enduring imprint on the political landscape of India. 

Through its strategic initiatives, steadfast advocacy, 

and mobilization of public sentiment, the JAC played 

a pivotal role in realizing the long-standing aspiration 

for Telangana statehood. 

Throughout the agitation period, the JAC served as a 

unifying platform, bringing together diverse 

stakeholders including political parties, student 

organizations, and civil society groups under a 

common cause. This coalition not only amplified the 

voice of Telangana's people but also demonstrated the 

strength of collective action in challenging established 

political structures and influencing policy outcomes. 

The strategies employed by the JAC, from mass rallies 

and strikes to media campaigns and political 

negotiations, showcased its ability to navigate 

complex socio-political dynamics and sustain 

momentum over years of concerted effort. Key events 

such as the Million March in Hyderabad symbolized 

the movement's intensity and widespread support, 

compelling authorities to heed the demands of 

Telangana's populace. 

The culmination of these efforts culminated in the 

historic passage of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization 

Act in Parliament, which led to the formal creation of 

Telangana as India's 29th state. This legislative 

achievement was a testament to the JAC's strategic 

acumen, persistence, and ability to mobilize public 

opinion on a national scale. 

The legacy of the JAC continues to resonate in 

Telangana's political discourse, serving as a reminder 

of the power of grassroots movements in shaping 

democratic processes and advancing regional 

aspirations. Beyond securing statehood, the Telangana 

movement inspired similar movements across India, 

highlighting the enduring impact of collective action 

in promoting socio-political change. 

In conclusion, the Joint Action Committee (JAC) not 

only succeeded in achieving Telangana statehood but 

also set a precedent for effective grassroots 

mobilization and advocacy in Indian politics. Its 

legacy underscores the importance of unity, 

persistence, and strategic engagement in advancing 

regional autonomy and addressing socio-economic 

disparities within federal systems. As Telangana 

continues to evolve, the legacy of the JAC serves as a 

beacon of empowerment and resilience for future 

generations engaged in the pursuit of equitable 

governance and inclusive development. 
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