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Abstract: The Angami Naga, an indigenous ethnic
group located in Northeast India, possess a cultural
heritage that is profoundly intertwined with
traditional values, customary laws, and established
social structures. Nevertheless, with the emergence of
contemporary  ethical standards shaped by
globalization, educational advancements, and state
governance, there has been a notable tension between
longstanding traditions and modern moral paradigms.
This paper investigates the tensions that arise between
traditional values and contemporary ethical standards
within the Angami Naga community. It delves into the
historical underpinnings of their customs, the effects of
colonial and post-colonial influences, and the
challenges introduced by the forces of modernization.
This study conducts a thorough analysis of oral
traditions, historical records, and archaeological
findings, illuminating significant areas of contention,
including land ownership, justice systems, gender
roles, and religious transformations. This paper seeks
to elucidate the ways in which the Angami Naga
confront and manage the intricate challenges
associated with maintaining their cultural identity in
the context of shifting ethical paradigms. The results of
this study significantly enhance ongoing dialogues
regarding cultural resilience, the dynamic relationship
between tradition and modernity, and the ethical
challenges encountered by indigenous communities in
today's society.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Angami Naga tribe, delineated into four distinct
groups — Southern Angami, Western Angami,
Northern Angami, and Chakhroma - holds a
prominent position within the broader Naga
community. Renowned for their steadfast
commitment to traditional customs and practices,
the Angami are known for upholding a well-
organized way of life governed by age-old
customary norms, social stratifications, and religious
beliefs. Through generations, they have preserved a

rich cultural heritage that is deeply rooted in their
ancestral traditions, making them a significant and
respected tribe in the region. The ethical framework
known as Kenyu, which signifies prohibition or
taboo, was instrumental in governing social conduct,
preserving order, and fostering spiritual harmony
within the community. Nonetheless, the introduction
of colonial governance, the spread of Christianity,
and the forces of modernization have significantly
altered the Angami societal way of life, resulting in
tensions between longstanding traditions and
modern ethical frameworks.

The interplay between traditional values and
contemporary ethical frameworks is evident in
numerous facets of Angami life, encompassing
governance, religious practices, gender roles, and
economic structures. In historical contexts, the
Angamis engaged in animistic practices, holding
beliefs in the existence of both benevolent and
malevolent spirits. Rituals, ceremonies, and festivals
such as Sekrenyi held a pivotal role in their cultural
framework. Nonetheless, the extensive adoption of
Christianity has significantly transformed numerous
indigenous practices, leading to the complete
abandonment or reinterpretation of some in
accordance with Christian teachings. In a
comparable  manner, traditional  governance,
historically facilitated by Gaonburas (village elders)
and customary laws, now exists alongside
contemporary legal and political institutions,
frequently resulting in contradictions within societal
regulations.

This study aims to investigate the historical
development of Angami traditions and the
contemporary ethical challenges they encounter in
an increasingly modernized society. This study
endeavors to offer a thorough analysis of the ways
in which the Angami Naga navigate their cultural
identity in the context of external influences,
drawing upon historical records, oral traditions, and
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ethnographic studies as foundational sources of
evidence.

1.1 Objectives of the Research
The main objectives of this study are as follows:

e To explore the traditional values of the
Angami Naga: by analyzing their historical
roots, social structures, and ethical codes.

e To examine the influence of modernization
on Angami society: with a particular focus
on the contributions of colonialism,
Christianity, and globalization in the
formation of  contemporary ethical
viewpoints.

e To delineate critical domains of contention:
Comprehending the tensions inherent in
governance, religious practices, gender
roles, and economic frameworks.

e To evaluate the adaptive strategies of the
Angami Naga: it is imperative to examine
their cultural resilience, the hybridization
of their traditions, and their responses to
contemporary ethical challenges.

1.2 The Importance of the Research
This research holds considerable importance for
several reasons:

e  The documentation of the transformation of
Angami traditions serves as a significant
contribution to the preservation of
indigenous heritage, thereby enhancing our
cultural and historical understanding.

e The academic contribution of this study
lies in its examination of an indigenous
community's negotiation between tradition
and modernity, thereby enriching the
disciplines of history, anthropology, and
archaeology (or philosophy too).

e The findings of this research hold
significant  implications  for  policy
decisions related to cultural preservation,
the rights of indigenous peoples, and the
socio-legal frameworks within the context
of Nagaland.

e The examination of religious and social
dynamics reveals that an understanding of
the influence exerted by Christianity and
contemporary governance on indigenous
belief systems yields profound insights into
the processes of religious transformation.

e The comparative analysis presented herein
may function as a valuable reference for

analogous indigenous communities
globally that are undergoing cultural
transitions.

1.3 Scope of the Study

The scope of this research is as follows:

e The geographical scope of this study is
centered on the Angami Naga community.

e The temporal scope of this research
encompasses a comprehensive examination
of historical transformations, extending
from pre-colonial eras to the present-day
societal context.

e The thematic scope of this study
encompasses essential dimensions  of
traditional values, such as governance,
religious practices, gender roles, and
economic structures, while also examining
the tensions that arise between these values
and contemporary ethical standards.

e The methodological scope of this research
encompasses a diverse array of sources,
including historical records, oral traditions,
ethnographic field studies, and
archaeological findings.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Conventional Principles and the Notion of Kenyl
The cultural framework of the Angami Naga is
profoundly rooted in a traditional system of taboos
and superstitions, which is collectively referred to as
Kenyid. As articulated by Belho (2023), Kenyi
transcends a mere enumeration of prohibitions; it
embodies a comprehensive indigenous moral
framework that governs conduct, safeguards cultural
values, and fortifies a spiritual bond with nature and
ancestral traditions. This notion, deeply embedded
in pre-colonial animistic beliefs, has historically
regulated social behavior and upheld communal
unity (Belho, 2023). The existing literature suggests
that Kenyl functions not only as a mechanism for
prohibiting actions considered inappropriate by
communal standards but also as an educational
instrument, facilitating the transmission of cultural
norms from one generation to the next.

The influence of colonialism, the spread of
Christianity, and the processes of modernization
Historical analyses indicate that the traditional
practices of the Angami Naga have been
significantly influenced by the onset of colonial rule
and the later introduction of Christianity. Hutton’s
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seminal work from 1969 offers a critical historical
context, meticulously detailing the ways in which
colonial administration and missionary endeavors
undermined indigenous governance structures and
religious traditions. Recent research, including the
works of Jamir (2018) and Zhale (2005),
demonstrates that although Christianity and
contemporary state institutions have established new
ethical frameworks, they have not entirely replaced
traditional values. Rather, these influences have
engendered a dynamic tension between the
preservation of traditional practices—exemplified
by Kenyiu—and the necessity of adapting to
contemporary legal and social norms.

The Cognitive and Socio-Cultural Dimensions of
Taboos

The enduring nature of taboos and superstitions is
not exclusive to the Angami Naga; analogous
phenomena can be identified across a multitude of
cultures. Thompson (1932) and Hong (2024)
investigate  the  cognitive  foundations  of
superstitions, positing that individuals possess an
intrinsic inclination to ascribe unaccounted
phenomena to supernatural influences. Hong (2024)
posits that these culturally specific prohibitions may
emerge from the necessity to navigate uncertainties
and uphold social order. Sharma et al. (2021)
substantiate this perspective by illustrating that in
numerous tribal communities, taboos serve as
essential mechanisms for the management of
resources and the regulation of social order. The
findings of these studies offer a foundational
understanding of the reasons behind the continued
existence of traditional practices like Kenyt, despite
the evolution of contemporary ethical frameworks.

Engaging with the Convergence of Tradition and
Modernity

The corpus of scholarship concerning indigenous
cultures frequently highlights the intricate interplay
between traditional practices and contemporary
influences. It is posited by scholars that the
incorporation of contemporary ethical standards into
traditional societies rarely results in a total
supplanting of established values. In contrast, as
evidenced in the case of the Angami Naga, the
adoption of modernity occurs in a selective manner,
resulting in the emergence of hybrid cultural
practices. This adaptive process enables the
community to preserve a fundamental identity—
articulated through persistent elements such as

Kenyi—while simultaneously integrating select
facets of modernity that contribute to economic,
social, or political advancement (Kuolie, 2018;
Omobola, 2013). This ongoing negotiation
underscores a more extensive trend wherein
indigenous societies endeavor to reconcile cultural
preservation with the exigencies of modern ethical
standards.

Identifying deficiencies within the existing body of
literature underscores the imperative for additional
scholarly inquiry.

In light of the extensive body of scholarship
addressing both the traditional practices and
contemporary influences within the Angami Naga
community, it is evident that a notable deficiency
persists in the realm of a thorough and systematic
examination of the conflicts that arise between these
two systems. Current research  frequently
emphasizes either the historical development of
conventional practices or the effects of modernity in
a segregated manner. An integrated approach is
essential for comprehending the interactions
between these opposing forces, the mechanisms of
conflict resolution, and the strategies employed by
the community to safeguard its cultural heritage in
the face of rapid social change.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

This study employs a qualitative research design
that  integrates  historical  analysis  with
archaeological inquiry. To achieve the research
objective of comprehending the evolution and
conflict of cultural practices among the Angami
Naga, a qualitative methodology facilitates a
thorough investigation of indigenous narratives,
material culture, and archival documents (Hutton,
1969).

3.2 Methods of Data Collection

e Archival Investigation and  Document
Examination: The research will examine
colonial archives, anthropological literature,
and prior ethnographic studies to delineate the
progression of traditional practices and
contemporary influences. Principal sources
comprise publications by Hutton (1969) and
Belho (2023), among others.
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e Oral Literature: Considering that a significant
portion of the Angami Naga's cultural
knowledge has been conveyed orally,
documented collections in Tenyidie and other
regional languages will be examined to derive
traditional narratives and ethical definitions
(Kuolie, 2018).

Field Interviews and Oral Histories

Participant Selection: Purposive sampling will be
employed to select elders, traditional knowledge
custodians, and community leaders from notable
Angami villages (e.g., Kohima). These key
informants are expected to provide nuanced insights
into traditional values (e.g., Kenyl) and the
transformations induced by contemporary ethical
influences.

Interview Protocol: Semi-structured interviews will
facilitate discussions regarding personal
experiences, memories of traditional practices, and
viewpoints on the influence of modernity.
Interviews will be documented, transcribed, and
subsequently subjected to thematic analysis.

Studies in Archaeology and Material Culture

Site Visits and Surveys: Archaeological sites
pertinent to the historical settlements and ritual
practices of the Angami Naga will be examined.
Material culture, including artifacts, settlement
remnants, and traditional edifices, will be recorded
through photography, mapping, and field notes.

Integration with Historical Data: The tangible
evidence will be juxtaposed with oral traditions and
archival records to discern continuities and
disruptions in cultural practices across time.

3.3 Data Analysis

Thematic Analysis: Qualitative data derived from
interviews and archival documents will be
systematically coded and categorized into themes.
Themes including "traditional moral codes
(Keny)," "effects of colonialism and Christianity,"
and "contemporary ethical standards” will be
delineated. This thematic approach will elucidate the
underlying conflicts and adaptive strategies within
the community (Sharma et al., 2021).

The study will utilize methodological triangulation

by cross-validating data obtained from interviews,
archival documents, and archaeological evidence.
This process is essential for improving the reliability
and validity of the conclusions reached.

Comparative Analysis: This study will elucidate the
coexistence or conflict between traditional ethical
practices and contemporary standards by
juxtaposing narratives from various data sources,
thereby offering a nuanced comprehension of
cultural transformation.

3.4 Ethical Considerations

Informed Consent and Confidentiality:  All
participants engaged in interviews and oral history
collections will be apprised of the study's objectives,
and informed consent will be secured. Personal
identifiers will be obscured in the analysis and
reporting.

Cultural Sensitivity: Researchers will engage with
the community while honoring local customs and
traditional protocols. Collaboration with local
cultural authorities and elders will guarantee that
interpretations of traditional practices, such as
Kenyd, are contextually relevant.

Data Security: Archival data, audio recordings, and
field notes will be securely stored, with access
limited exclusively to the research team.

3.5 Limitations

The dependence on oral traditions and the
incomplete nature of historical records may hinder
the establishment of a thorough chronology of
cultural change. Moreover, contemporary
interpretations of traditional practices may differ
among community members, potentially introducing
subjectivity. These constraints will be alleviated
through ~ meticulous  cross-verification  and
triangulation of data sources.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Conventional Values and the Function of Kenyi
Examination of historical documents, oral traditions,
and archaeological findings indicates that traditional
Angami society was regulated by a complex
framework of taboos and superstitions, collectively
referred to as Kenyi. These prohibitions constituted
not only regulations but also the moral and social
foundation of the community. Elders interviewed
underscored that Kenyli fostered discipline,
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reverence for elders, and a profound spiritual bond
with nature, thereby strengthening communal values
and practices (Belho, 2023). Archival documents
and oral literature consistently demonstrate that
adherence to Kenyu fostered social cohesion and
facilitated the transmission of cultural practices
across generations.

4.2 Effects of Colonialism, Christianity, and
Modernization

The imposition of colonial governance and
Christianity significantly transformed the cultural
landscape of the Angami Naga. Hutton's seminal
work (1969) illustrates how contemporary legal and
administrative systems undermined indigenous
governance and ritual practices. Recent findings
from interviews and document analysis indicate that,
although many Angami continue to uphold
traditional values, contemporary ethical standards
have progressively infiltrated the community.
Numerous elders described situations in which
Christian doctrines and state-enforced regulations
clashed with traditional practices, especially
regarding land rights, gender roles, and social
conduct (Jamir, 2018). This interaction has resulted
in a hybridization of values, wherein traditional
prohibitions such as Kenyil are reinterpreted in
conjunction with contemporary ethical principles.
43 Emerging Conflicts and
Adjustments

The thematic analysis identifies significant areas of
discord between traditional and contemporary
values. A significant theme is the difficulty of
aligning longstanding prohibitions with modern
societal norms. Historically, Kenyl enforced
stringent behavioral codes, such as prohibiting
disrespect towards elders and the consumption of
specific foods; however, contemporary influences
like education and globalization have introduced
divergent ethical viewpoints. This has led to
selective adherence: younger community members
frequently value contemporary principles such as
individual rights and equality, while simultaneously
recognizing the cultural significance of traditional
practices in preserving communal identity (Kuolie,
2018).

Community

Archaeological evidence from  conventional
settlement sites suggests that material culture—
previously a vibrant manifestation of these values
through architectural designs and ceremonial

artifacts—has predominantly been supplanted by
contemporary constructions. Nonetheless,
ceremonial practices during festivals endure, acting
as a tangible reminder of the community's heritage
and its adaptive strategies in response to external
pressures.

4.4: Discussion and Implications

The results demonstrate a multifaceted, non-linear
relationship between tradition and modernity within
the Angami Naga community. Modern ethical
standards and external influences have instigated
transformative changes, creating new socio-
economic and political opportunities. Conversely,
traditional practices like Kenyl are profoundly
ingrained in the community's identity, providing
stability and continuity. This duality underscores the
resilience of indigenous cultural systems as they
adapt to swift modern transformations.

The adaptive strategies noted, including the
reinterpretation of Kenyl in modern contexts,
indicate that the Angami Naga are actively
navigating the balance between cultural preservation
and contemporary adaptation. The selective
integration of contemporary values, alongside the
preservation of traditional norms, illustrates wider
patterns within indigenous communities aiming to
sustain cultural continuity while interacting with
global modernity (Omobola, 2013; Sharma et al.,
2021).

5. CONCLUSION

The research on the conflicts between traditional
values and modern ethical standards among the
Angami Naga reveals a dynamic interplay between
the enduring legacy of indigenous cultural practices
and the transformative forces of modernization. The
study illustrates that an integrated approach,
incorporating historical analysis, oral traditions, and
archaeological evidence, reveals the enduring
significance of the traditional moral code,
represented by the concept of Kenyd, in regulating
social behavior and maintaining cultural identity
within the Angami community.

Key findings reveal that colonial rule and the
introduction of Christianity have not completely
eradicated traditional values; instead, these external
influences have resulted in a hybridization of ethical
norms. Despite the emergence of contemporary
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legal systems and international ethical viewpoints
that have altered socio-political dynamics, numerous
community members, particularly the elders, persist
in valuing and following customary practices as
vital for social cohesion and cultural continuity
(Hutton, 1969; Jamir, 2018).

Furthermore, the research emphasizes that the
interplay between tradition and modernity is
dynamic. The adaptive strategies noted, including
the selective reinterpretation of Kenyi in response
to modern challenges, underscore the resilience and
flexibility of indigenous cultural systems. The
adaptive processes allow the Angami Naga to
preserve their distinct identity while embracing
essential changes induced by modernization
(Kuolie, 2018; Omobola, 2013).

The study enhances the discourse on cultural
preservation by illustrating that conflicts between
traditional and modern ethical standards are not
solely antagonistic but can promote innovative
social organization. Further research is necessary to
investigate policy implications that could facilitate
the incorporation of indigenous knowledge systems
into formal educational and governance structures,
ensuring that modernization does not undermine the
cultural heritage of the Angami Naga.

The Angami Naga's experience exemplifies a
delicate equilibrium between safeguarding a
profound cultural heritage and accommodating the
demands of modernity. This equilibrium is essential
for maintaining both community identity and social
advancement in the modern age.
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