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Abstract This review focuses on the critical role of 

micronutrients in maternal health and neonatal 

development, examining current knowledge of 

micronutrient levels in maternal blood and breast milk. 

The emphasis is on essential micronutrients such as iron, 

zinc, iodine, selenium, vitamin A, and vitamin D. 

 

Key aspects covered: 

1. Current understanding of micronutrient levels in 

maternal blood and breast milk 

2. Analytical techniques for micronutrient assessment 

3. Recent findings and research gaps in the field 

 

The review evaluates the effectiveness of various 

analytical methodologies in different biological matrices: 

1. Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy (AAS) 

2. High-Performance Liquid Chromatography (HPLC) 

3. Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometry (ICP-

MS) 

4. Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) 

5. UV-Visible Spectrophotometry 

This comprehensive analysis provides insights into the 

current state of micronutrient research in maternal and 

neonatal health, highlighting both advancements and 

areas requiring further investigation. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

This review focuses on the importance of 

micronutrients during pregnancy and lactation, 

highlighting their critical role in maternal and infant 

health. Key points include: 

1. Micronutrients' vital functions: 

   - Enzymatic processes 

   - Hormonal regulation 

   - Structural support in the human body 

 

2. Increased maternal nutrient demands: 

   - During pregnancy 

   - During lactation 

 

3. Significance of understanding micronutrient status: 

   - In maternal circulation 

   - Correlation with breast milk composition 

 

4. Comprehensive overview: 

   - Micronutrient analysis methods 

   - Importance during pregnancy and lactation 

 

5. Implications: 

   - Maternal health 

   - Infant health and development 

 

This review aims to provide a thorough examination 

of micronutrient analysis and its relevance during 

these critical periods of maternal and infant nutrition. 

 

2 Physiological Importance of Key Micronutrients 

 

Iron: 

- Supports maternal hematopoiesis and oxygen 

transport 

- Iron deficiency consequences: 

  - Anemia 

  - Fatigue 

  - Adverse pregnancy outcomes 

 

Zinc: 

- Involved in DNA synthesis and immune regulation 

- Deficiency impacts: 

  - Impaired fetal growth 

  - Compromised immune development 

 

Iodine: 

- Essential for thyroid hormone production 

- Iodine deficiency during pregnancy can lead to: 

  - Cretinism in infants 

  - Impaired cognitive function in infants 
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Vitamin D: 

- Crucial for bone health and calcium regulation 

- Deficiency associated with: 

  - Preeclampsia 

  - Low birth weight 

 

Selenium: 

- Functions as an antioxidant 

- Supports immune functions 

- Maternal selenium status directly influences infant 

selenium stores 

 

 

Vitamin A: 

- Required for: 

  - Vision 

  - Immune function 

  - Epithelial integrity 

- Deficiency can result in: 

  - Night blindness 

  - Increased risk of infections 

 

3 SAMPLE COLLECTION AND PRE-

ANALYTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 Serum/Plasma: Best for assessing circulating 

levels; requires anticoagulants and cold storage. 

 Breast Milk: Composition varies with stage of 

lactation; fat content affects extraction efficiency. 

 Whole Blood: Useful for trace elements but more 

complex to process. 

 Storage Conditions: -20°C or lower 

recommended. 

 

4 ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES 

 
Method Matrix Micronutrients Advantages Limitations 

AAS (Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy) Serum, milk Fe, Zn, Se Specific and 

reliable 

Requires standards and 

skilled handling 

ICP-MS (Inductively Coupled Plasma-

Mass Spectrometry) 

Whole blood, 

milk 

Trace 

elements 

High sensitivity High cost 

HPLC (High-Performance Liquid 

Chromatography) 

Plasma, milk Vitamins A, D Accurate 

quantification 

Requires extraction and 

sample prep 

ELISA Serum Vitamin D, Zn High throughput Matrix interference in milk 

UV–Vis Spectrophotometry Milk Iodine, Iron Simple and 

economical 

Lower specificity 

 

6 CHALLENGES AND RESEARCH GAPS 

 

 Lack of standardized protocols for breast milk 

analysis. 

 Inconsistent reference ranges across different 

trimesters and lactation stages. 

 Underrepresentation of populations like 

adolescents and preterm mothers. 

 Limited matrix-validated ELISA kits for field-

level use. 

 Poor longitudinal data tracking micronutrient 

dynamics. 

 

7 FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

 

 Development of robust, milk-validated analytical 

kits. 

 Integration of point-of-care micronutrient testing 

for maternal programs. 

 Expanded surveillance studies in low- and 

middle-income countries. 

 Personalized nutrition interventions based on 

maternal biomarker analysis. 

 

8 CONCLUSION 

 

Assessing micronutrient status in maternal blood and 

breast milk is critical for addressing malnutrition in 

mothers and infants. Standardized, sensitive analytical 

methods and focused research can enhance maternal-

child health strategies globally. 
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