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[. INTRODUCTION

When the topic is South Korea... what comes to your
mind?

Most of them say it is BTS, Korean fashion, Korean
skin products, Food. etc.

It all stared in the year 2019... the trend of Korean
series aka k drama, k pop, k fashion etc.... South Korea
has been a gossip for the youth. Yes, there are pros and
cons about South Korea as nothing is prefect in this
world.

The youth admire South Korea or hate it for no reason
because of its insane fame ......

This article contains a vibrant knowledge on South
Korea... the Beauty of Cheery blossom, Korean
culture, k- fashion, Places to visit, k- series, Korean
cosmetics, advanced technology, Korean cuisine.
How did it get it fame? what’s The reason?

How it survived its poor financial crisis?

Korean economy ... and what not?

South Korea stands like a blazing comet in the sky of
global youth — some chase its brilliance in awe, while
others shield their eyes in disdain, both often without
understanding its true nature. This article will shine a
vivid light on the rich and inspiring the world of South
Korea."

To the human eye, South Korea is like a kaleidoscope
— every turn reveals a new facet of beauty and
resilience. The delicate bloom of cherry blossoms
whispers poetry to the soul, their fleeting grace
mirroring the refined elegance of Korean culture.
Walk through the streets of Seoul and it feels like
fashion breathes there — K-fashion struts past like a
confident model, bold yet rooted in tradition.

Through the lens of K-dramas, the world gazes into the

heart of Korean emotion — tender, raw, and
universally human. The cosmetics? A painter’s dream,
bottled — sculpting skin into luminous art.

Technology gleams like starlight on the edge of a blade
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— sharp, futuristic, and everywhere. The cuisine? It
dances on the tongue like a symphony — fire,
sweetness, fermentation, and soul.

But what truly stuns the eye is not just what glitters
now, but the shadows it overcame. Once scarred by
war and a devastating financial crisis, South Korea
rose like a phoenix, feathered with innovation and
national will. Its fame wasn’t gifted — it was earned,
carved with effort, exported through soft power, and
amplified by the digital age.

Today, the world watches — not just in admiration of
Korea’s surface shine, but with curiosity about the
pulse beneath. A nation once on its knees now stands
tall, a mosaic of tradition and tech, history and hype —
and the eye can’t look away."

Let’s dive on to the topics which makes you feel like a
whole new parallel universe

Things one must have knowledge before traveling to
South Korea.

The South Korean won is the official currency of
South Korea. Its currency code is KRW and its symbol
is ¥,

The basic cost budget you would require to travel for
South Korea- 1,00,000 to 2,00,000, excluding food,
stay, other expenses.

Traveling from: -

India — 30,000 to 70,000.

USA - § 1,800 to $ 4,000.

Australia - $ 2,5000 to $ 5000.

South or North Africa - $ 1,5000 to $ 4,000.
Philippines- 35,400 to 70,000

It varies from different countries.

For traveling and exploring the country and having a
personal guide costs way to expensive. Instead, we can
book South Korea travel packages and related
services. There are apps where we can such packages
and the whole trip is planned out make your shoulder
weigh even more less.
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VISITKOREA  -The official app of South Korea
tourism organization, providing essential information
about Korea, including attractions, events, travel tips,
and more.

Klook - the app is one platform for booking tours,
attraction, transportation (including rail passes and
SIM cards).

triple app —

GetYourGudie app -

Trazy -

These are the app that will help us travel with safety
and protection.

Places to visit

The hotel in top destination of South Korea cites: -

Top picks for hotels in South Korea
Try one of these popular and highly-rated South Korea hotels

4 Seoul- shopping, food, sightseeing.564 hotels

% Busan — beaches, related food, stay. 435 hotels

4 Seogwipo- nature, scenery .134 hotel

The hotel in the most popular region in South Korea:

Jeju island — scenery, nature. 1397 hotel
Gyeonggi-do — 1129 hotels

Gangwon-Do -961 hotels
Gyeongsangnam-do — 589 hotels

The hotel in popular in South Korea landmarks: -
4+ Olympic park, seoul — 7 hotels

4 Jeonju Hanok Village, Jeonju — 11 hotel

# The national museum of korea , seoul- 9 hotel

R RE

‘ Seeall ‘

Forbes

TRAVELGUIDE

RECOMMENDED 2025

L7 HAEUNDAE by LOTTE

Hotel in Haeundae, Busan

m Superb - 1,154 reviews

Situated in Busan, 200 metres from Haeundae
Beach, L7 HAEUNDAE by LOTTE features
accommodation with a fitness centre, private...

L'Escape Hotel

Hotel in Jung-Gu, Seoul

Superb - 1,776 reviews

L'Escape Hotel is situated in Seoul and has a fitness
centre and a bar. Boasting a 24-hour front desk, this
property also provides guests with a restaurant...

Urban Groove Hotel Seomyeon
Hotel in Busanjin-Gu, Busan

Superb - 228 reviews

Set in Busan, within 1.3 km of Seomyeon Station
and 5 km of Kyungsung University, Urban Groove
Hotel Seomyeon offers accommodation with a..

Show more Show more Show more
THE Basic PROVIDING FECELISTIES ARE
Free WiFi
Family rooms
Free parking

Non-smoking rooms
24-hour front desk
Tea/coffee maker in all rooms

Ll i ol SR S
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Seeall

Most booked hotels in South Korea in the past month

Kensington Hotel Yeouido Hotel Skypark Central
Myeongdong

Hotel in Yeongdeungpo-Gu, Seoul Hotel in Jung-Gu, Seoul

v Popular with guests booking v Popular with guests booking

hotels in South Korea hotels in South Korea

8.2 Very good - 1,000 reviews 8.0 Very good - 2,839 reviews

The places that one must visit and is famous are
Seoul, the capital. Seoul is a bustling metropolis that
offers a mix of ancient and modern attractions. Visit
Gyeongbokgung Palace for historical insights, explore
trendy neighborhoods like Hongdae and Gangnam for
shopping, and don't miss the vibrant street food scene
that reflects the city's diverse culinary culture.

Toyoko Inn Busan Station

No.1
Hotel in Dong-Gu, Busan

v Popular with guests booking
hotels in South Korea

8.4 Very good - 3,504 reviews

LOTTE City Hotel
Myeongdong

Hotel in Jung-Gu, Seoul

v Popular with guests booking
hotels in South Korea

8.6 Fabulous - 5,948 reviews
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providing opportunities for hiking, exploring
waterfalls, and enjoying tranquil.

Busan

Cultural landmarks in Busan

Busan, Korea's second-largest city, is known for its
breathtaking coastal scenery and vibrant culture.
Explore the famous Jagalchi Fish Market, where
fishermen sell the freshest seafood. Don't miss
Gamcheon Culture Village, a colorful hillside
neighborhood filled with art and charm. The city's
beautiful beaches, like Haeundae and Gwangalli, offer
a perfect blend of relaxation and entertainment.

Gyeongbok palace, Seoul South Korea Gangam style
tour Seoul, South Korea

II. JEJU ISLAND'S NATURAL BEAUTY

Jeju island, many anime fans didn’t know that this
island really existed but was in many anime they were
seeing with enthusiastic point of view. There was a
recent k drama sense shot in this island and made it
even more realistic. the Jeju Island feels like a new
parallel universe cause of the beauty it holds. Many k
dramas has been take place in this island, few are-
when life gives u tangerine etc

Jeju Island is renowned for its stunning landscapes,
including volcanic formations, beautiful beaches, and
lush greenery. It’s a perfect getaway for nature lovers,
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For History and Culture:

4+ Seoul: Explore Gyeongbokgung  Palace,
Changdeokgung Palace, Bukchon Hanok Village,
and the War Memorial of Korea.

4 Gyeongju:  Discover  Bulguksa  Temple,
Seokguram Grotto, and the Anapji Pond, all
UNESCO World Heritage sites.

4 Andong Hahoe Folk Village: Experience
traditional Korean life in this well-preserved
village.

4+ Suwon: Visit Hwaseong Fortress, a UNESCO
World Heritage site.

For Nature and Scenery:

4+ Jeju Island: Relax on beaches like Hyeopjae
Beach, hike up Hallasan Mountain, and explore
the Manjanggul Lava Tube.

4 Seoraksan National Park: Enjoy hiking and
stunning mountain views.

4+ Dadohaehaesang National Park: Explore the
largest national park in Korea, known for its
coastal scenery.

4+ Upo Marsh: Discover the largest inland wetland
in Korea.

4+ Boseong Green Tea Field: Stroll through
picturesque green tea plantations.

For_Unique Experiences:

4+ DMZ (Demilitarized Zone): Gain insight into the
Korean War and the divided peninsula.

4+ Nami Island: Enjoy a romantic getaway with
beautiful tree-lined paths and scenery.

4+ Gamcheon Culture Village (Busan): Explore a
vibrant and artistic village with colorful houses.

4+ Juknokwon Bamboo Forest (Damyang): Walk
through a serene bamboo forest.

IJIRT 182209

4+ Gwangjang Market (Seoul): Experience a bustling
traditional market with delicious street food.

4+ Boryeong Mud Festival: Participate in a unique
mud festival during the summer.

Other notable cities:

4 Busan: Explore Haeundae Beach, Jagalchi Fish
Market, and the vibrant BIFF Square.

4 Incheon: Visit the Songwol-dong Fairy Tale
Village or take a day trip to Wolmido Island.

4 Gangneung: Explore Jeongdongjin Beach, a
popular spot for sunrise views.

4 Daegu: Discover Daegu Yangnyeongsi Museum
of Oriental Medicine and the Seomun Market.

7 days trip to South Korea and covering the most
important places and expiring the place and food,
fashion, culture, etc.

Day 1 —arrive, check in hotel (above suggested hotel),
explore myeongdong — shopping, nightfile view.

Day 2- visit Gyeongbokung palace, Bukchon Hanok
Vilage, and Insadong for of traditional korean culture.
Day 3- take a day trip to the DMZ , the boder between
north and South korea.

Day 4- Explore Gamgnam, known for its upscale
shooping and entertainment and vist COEX Aquarium
or starfiled libarly

Day 5- travel to busan by KTX (high- speed train )
explore busan, Gamcheon Culture village, Haeundae
Beach, Jagalchi Fish Market.

Day 6- visit Beomeosa temple or explore costal areas
of busan.

Day 7 — fly to jeju island explore its naturaly beauty ,
seongsan llchulbong —sunrise peak, manjanggul lava
tube and beaches. And fly back to your nxt county
destination or home.

flower blossoms

In Korea, flower blossoms are a cherished symbol of
spring and renewal. Cherry blossoms, plum blossoms,
and azaleas bloom across the country, creating breath-
taking landscapes. The cherry blossom season,
especially in places like Seoul and Jinhae, attracts
many visitors who celebrate with festivals and picnics.
These blossoms hold cultural significance,
representing beauty, hope, and the fleeting nature of
life.
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Korean cuisine beautifully blends traditional flavors

with modern creativity.

A casual and engaging version that captures the fun
vibe of the Korean convenience store craze among
youth and vlog culture:

Korean convenience stores aren’t just places to grab a
snack—they’ve become a whole vibe. From instant
ramen parties to weirdly amazing ice cream combos,
young people are turning these stores into hangout
spots and late-night adventures. Vloggers are all over
it, filming convenience store hauls, food hacks, and
cozy late-night chats over triangle kimbap and banana
milk. With bright lights, fun product collabs, and 24/7
access, these little stores feel like mini playgrounds for
youth culture—cheap, fun, and totally Instagram-
worthy.

While classic dishes like bulgogi and bibimbap
remain favorites, innovative chefs are experimenting
with fusion cuisine, introducing new tastes and
presentations that appeal to younger generations.
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Kimchi varieties

-_— : _

Kimchi is a staple in Korean iconic cuisine, known for
its diverse flavors and ingredients. From not just in its
traditional spicy napa cabbage to refreshing cucumber,
each type offers a unique taste. You can find fermented
versions and fusion combo’s that range from tangy to
sweet, reflecting regional variations and preferences of
culinary creativity.
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Take an authentic view of kimchi evolving and
spreading across the world with unique flavour
combos while focusing on its roots: -

Kimchi flavour: - Innovation by region

US United states — Bold, funky, and fusion

e BBQ Kimchi: Smoky and sweet to pair with ribs
and pulled pork.

e Kimchi Tacos: Often paired with bulgogi or tofu
in Korean Mexican fusion cuisine (e.g., Kogi food
trucks).

ES Spain — Mediterranean Twist

e  Kimchi Paella: Swaps tomatoes with spicy kimchi
for a tangy-sour bite.

e Olive & Kimchi Tapenade: A spread combining
briny olives and spicy kimchi.

MX Mexico — Bright and Bold

e Kimchi Quesadilla: Spicy, gooey fusion with
Oaxaca cheese.

e Kimchi elotes: Grilled corn topped with kimchi-
mayo, cotija, and lime

IN India — Spiced and Layered

e  Curry Kimchi: Infused with turmeric, cumin, and
coriander — milder but complex.

TH Thailand —Sweet Heat

e Kimchi Pad Thai: Adds depth and acidity to the
sweet-sour noodle dish.

e Kimchi Som Tum: A reinterpretation of green
papaya salad using chopped kimchi

Kimchi in combo meals and fast food

e Kimchi Burgers: Found in global fast food joints
like Shake Shack Korea, MOS Burger Japan, and
Korean BBQ food trucks in LA & London.

e Kimchi Ramen Bowls: Widely available in ramen
chains and even instant noodle brands globally.

New kimchi flavour combos that are trending globally

Kimchi Base Flavour Popular
Additions Pairings
hite Kimchi P i
White Kimchi ear, .gmger, Salads, fish
(Baek daikon dishes
Kimchi)
.
Kimchi with | Yuzu zest and Sus. b
Yuzu juice sashirn,
seafood

IJIRT 182209

III. SOJU AND ITS POPULARITY
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Soju is Korea's favorite alcoholic beverage, known for

its smooth taste and versatility. It's often enjoyed
during meals or gatherings. With a lower alcohol
content than many spirits, it pairs perfectly with a
variety of dishes, making it a popular choice among
locals and visitors alike.

Drinking soju in Korean culture involves more than
just pouring and drinking—there's a set of etiquette
rules rooted in respect, especially around age and
hierarchy. Here's a breakdown of how soju is
traditionally consumed and the associated customs:

Soju Drinking Etiquette (Korean style)

1. Respect for age and Hierarchy

e Elders First: Never pour your own drink.
Someone else pours for you, and you do the same
for others—especially elders or those of higher
status.

e Receiving a Drink:

o Use both hands or your right hand supported by
your left forearm when receiving a glass from an
elder.

o Bow slightly as a sign of respect.

e Drinking in Front of Elders:

o Turn your head away (usually to the side) when
you take a sip in front of an elder.

o  Shield your mouth with one hand if needed.

2.Pouring Soju

e Use two hands to pour for someone older or of
higher status.
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For peers or friends, one hand is acceptable, but
two is still polite.

Never pour for yourself—it's considered rude or
selfish. If you want more, wait for someone to
offer or ask a friend.

3.Making the “cheers” sound

Before drinking, Koreans often say “Z1Hfj!”

(geonbae!), which means “Cheers!” or literally
“Empty your glass.”

After the cheers, lightly clink glasses—but:
Lower your glass slightly below that of someone
older as a sign of respect.

Don't aggressively clink; a soft sound is more
traditional.

Cultural Impact

< e
> e

4.0Opening the Bottle

Some people twist the cap, spin the bottle, and
flick the neck—a fun modern tradition (not
required, but common among younger drinkers).
Flicking the neck is often done to knock off any
glass shards or imperfections (symbolic more than
practical).

Spinning the bottle creates a whirlpool and is just
for fun.

5.The First Glass

Usually, the youngest or lowest-ranked person
pours the first round.
Everyone drinks the first glass together as a group.

|l

Hanbok - Explore the vibrant culture, of Korea. Hanbok is the traditional attire of Korea, known for its vibrant colors,
graceful lines, and elegant simplicity. Worn during festivals, celebrations, and cultural ceremonies, hanbok reflects
Korea’s rich history and artistic heritage. Its design emphasizes harmony with nature and symbolizes the beauty of
Korean identity. Today, modern versions of hanbok are also worn to blend tradition with contemporary fashion. Many
visitors wear this and take pictures and post on their social medias with love.
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IV. TRADITIONAL LANGUAGE HANGUL

The Korean language, Hangul, is celebrated for its scientific design and ease of learning. Together, these cultural
elements reflect Korea's rich history, promoting a sense of identity and heritage among the younger generation. The
youth has a craze on learning this language and are obsessed with its ethics and lifestyle.

Youth Trends

Technological advancements Korea is at the forefront of technology, known for its
. _ advancements in electronics and digital innovation.

Companies like Samsung and LG lead in producing
cutting-edge devices, while the country invests heavily
in research and development. This tech-savvy
environment actively engages the youth, fostering a
culture of innovation.
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Influence of K-Pop

Bangtan sonyeondan aka BTS and  black pink

K-Pop has taken the world by storm, shaping global iconic music trends and inspiring countless fans. Global icons
like BTS and BLACKPINK have not only topped charts but also promoted Korean cultural force worldwide,
especially among Gen Z and younger Millennials. Its more than just music --- it’s a lifestyle, a fashion trends, a form
of identity. Their dance styles have captivated audiences ----- dancing the same steps of their songs in reels and posting
them on social medias having a hashtag on self-love, leading to a significant increase in Korean language learners and
cultural enthusiasts around the globe. But yet there is strict diet and lifestyle for the k pop idols.

“ T

Walk through the streets of Seoul and it feels like confident model, bold yet rooted in tradition. K pop
fashion breathes there — K-fashion struts past like a influencing the youth in a massive way.
1. fashion and style
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e BTS and BLACKPINK are fashion icons,
regularly featured in campaigns for brands
ambassadors for Dior, Chanel, Louis Vuitton, and
Adidas.

*  Youth across the globe mimic their looks — from
oversized streetwear, bold hair colors, to flawless
K-beauty-inspired makeup.

e Even school and casual wear are inspired by K-
pop: plaid skirts, berets, combat boots, and soft
pastels.

2, language and culture

The huge international fandom is learning Korean

through apps like Duolingo- a app for translating and

helping u learn the language, thanks to K-pop lyrics
and interviews.

e K-dramas, K-beauty, and Korean food (like
kimchi!) are trending among young people due to
their interest in idols and Korean culture.

e  Words like “oppa,” “aegyo,” and “dacbak™ have
made it into everyday fan vocabulary.

3.Digital Engagement and social media

e K-pop fandoms are masters of digital
mobilization. They:

o Stream music videos repeatedly to boost views

(especially in the first 24 hours).

> W
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o Trend hashtags to celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, and even promote social causes.

o Vote in online polls, flood TikTok with dance
challenges, and engage on Twitter/X, Instagram,
and Weverse.

e K-pop idols often interact directly with fans via V
LIVE, TikTok, or fan cafés, making fans feel
deeply connected.

4.Mental Health and Positivity

e BTS, in particular, has spoken openly about
mental health, self-love, and societal pressure -
e.g., the "Love Yourself" campaign.

e This resonates strongly with young fans facing
anxiety, depression, or identity struggles.

e The message of "You are enough" has made their
fandom more like a support community than just
fan groups.

Leaving a proud remark and inspiring millions of

people world-wide

They delivered remarks at the white house regarding

anti-asian hate crimes.

Additionally, BTS has given speech in United Nations

General Assembly.
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Popularity of K-Dramas

K-drama didn’t knock on the door of global pop of
Korean culture, they waltzed in with a perfectly timed
slow- motion walk under cherry blossoms, armed with
tragic backstories, perfect skin and OSTs emotional,
they could make a rock feel heart break. The views
increased having a irony in each k drama and dreamt a
life they saw in the Shows /ike 'Crash Landing on You',
'Squid Game’, ‘when life gives you tangerine’, ‘true
beauty’ (especially for school kids) have garnered
massive audiences.

The addition has become the most glamorous virus
ever, spreading virus ever, spreading across the
borders with no vaccine in sight. You start with one
harmless episode- just to see what the hype is all about

--- and suddenly its 4 am, your ducts are dehydrated
and you're fluent in phrases like “saranghae” and
“oppa!”

Ironically, many K-dramas follow the same formula
—alove triangle, a memory loss, a conveniently timed
rainstorm — and yet fans eat it up like it’s the first-
time water was discovered.

Streaming Platforms: The Enablers

Netflix, Viki, and Disney+ aren’t just streaming
platforms anymore — they’re dealers of the good
stuff, feeding fans episode by episode, while
pretending they’re just offering "recommendations."
Fans? Nah! Cult-Like Devotees

K-drama fans don’t watch shows — they emotionally
adopt the characters. A fictional breakup in Seoul
becomes a real-life heartbreak in Brazil. A death scene
trends on Twitter in Egypt. A single forehead kiss in
Busan starts a revolution in France.

The fandoms? Imagine the United Nations, but with
flower crowns, fan edits, and petitions to give side
characters their own spin-offs.

And the biggest irony? In a world filled with real
problems, a metal brake that no less than therapy - it’s
the fictional pain — told in 16 episodes with perfect
lighting and dramatic pauses — that feels most
healing.

BUSINESS PROPOSAL....

genre Business, Comedy, Romance 20 1 8 Native Title Apuygrat

wHAT's wrong WiTH SecreTARYKiM - MY DEMON .
genre  FANTASY ROMANTIC COMEDY

directedby  park joon-hwa directed by KIMJANG-HAN KWON DA-SOM

: X Genre Comedy, Romance
witlendy  jung Eun-young written by  CHOI AH-IL No.of Episodes 12
produced by pon Factory Worldwide Directed By Pork Seanho
starring KIM YOO-JUNG SONG KANG LEE SANG-YI KIM HAE-SOOK
starring Park Seo-joon, Park Min-young Starring Ahn Hyo-seop Kim Se-jeong Kim Min-kyu
Seol In-ah
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True Beauty2ozo

Native Title i oojalAE
Also KnownAs : The Secret of Angel, Goddess Advent,
Yeosingangrim

directed by KIM WON SUK

produced by NETFLIX

Director + Kim Sang Hyub

Screenwriter  : Lee ShiEun

Genres : Comedy, Romance, Youth, Drama

Tags i Makeover, Beauty, Popular Male Lead, High

School, Adapted From A Webtoon

Korean fashion statements

.

K-Pop Fashion
Redefining Elegance
Through Korean Glam

Korean fashion has exploded rapidly and gained into a
global trendsetter, becoming a major influence on
youth culture from seoul to sao~ Paulo,Its not just

“Soft boy/girl” look: Pastels, cardigans, and clean lines
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WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU TANGERINES 2025

wittenby IM SANG CHOON

starring |U, PARK BO GUM, MOON SO RI, PARK HAE JOON

'y &
VINCENZO....
Genre CRIME | DRAMA
Directed by KIM HEE-WON

Written by ~ PARK JAE-BUM
Starring  SONG JOONG-KI JEON YEO-BEEN

about clothes ---- it’s a whole aesthetic, a new way of
self — development, expression, identity, glow up,
Street fashion, influenced by K-Pop and online
culture, blends casual and chic elements, allowing
youth to express their individuality. Designers are
becoming global leaders, showcasing their collections
in major fashion weeks. Even western brands like
Nike, Gucci, Dior collaborate with Korean idols
because they know the halo effect that comes with
Korean fashion culture, all filtered through the lens of
k- pop, dramas, social medias.

The power of the “Insta- fit” and k- influencers

With platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube,
Korean fashion influencers and K-pop idols are
shaping trends at the speed of a swipe. Some trends
that caught on globally:
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e “E-girl meets K-idol”: High-waisted skirts,
fishnet tights, graphic tees

e Korean athleisure: Cropped hoodies, baggy
sweatpants, and sleek sneakers

The Korean beauty + fashion combo is also huge —

the dewy skin, gradient lips, and colored contacts

enhance every outfit, setting a holistic trend.

Gender — Fluid, Bold, and Clean: Fashion Without

Borders

Korean fashion challenges traditional gender norms.

Icons like BTS’s V or J-Hope, or BLACKPINK’s

Jennie and Lisa, regularly wear:

This mix of soft and hard, masculine and feminine, has

become a blueprint for Gen Z self-expression globally.

Korean fashion tells youth:

“Style has no gender — just confidence.”

The Seoul Effect: A Street Runway Gone Global

Seoul’s fashion scene — especially in neighbourhoods

like Hongdae and Gangnam — has become a virtual

HACYBER STYLIST

Korean Cosmetics industry growth

korean skincare worth

wmema your money
‘_ Ay - Yy sin LS NTR sENT Ve LEW seR
& v 1
= 1
31 OL CLEANGEHS 2 CIEMNGESS 3 ESTOLWING C(LefMiER
B G
& TosErs 5’-.‘"5&‘0"(!5
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_
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I MASKS & EXFOLIATNG MESES
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runway for youth worldwide. Every sidewalk looks
like a curated Instagram feed, mixing:

e  Opversized blazers with bike shorts

e  Monochrome layers with standout sneakers

e Bucket hats, wide-leg pants, and dad shoes —
effortlessly cool but carefully styled

In Korea, the sidewalk is a catwalk, and Gen Z around

watching every step.

the world is

‘J(flgE

Gabriela Hears

The Korean cosmetics industry, often referred to as K-
Beauty, has exploded in popularity, known for its
quality and innovative products. Key ingredients and
innovative skincare routines have made Korean
products sought after worldwide. Influencers and
beauty gurus play a huge role in promoting these
products, driving a global K-Beauty phenomenon.
THE GLOWING SOFT GLASSY SKIN HAS A
SCRET, WHICH IS SKIN CARE.

The Korean cosmetics industry has become a global
beauty powerhouse, influencing people of all ages, not
just in terms of products, but also in shaping lifestyle,
habits, and ideals around self-care, skincare, and
youthfulness.

Let’s dive into the break down on how K-beauty went
from niche to worldwide obsession and how it’s
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changing the way people think about beauty and
wellness:
k- Beauty: More Than Makeup — A Lifestyle
Movement — trying to bring raw beauty with bare
minimum makeup or use it to look with nude shades.
From the heart of South Korea which is Seoul to the
world: The Meteoric Rise of Korean Cosmetics
The Korean beauty industry has seen explosive
growth, with global exports surpassing $10 billion
USD annually as of recent years. Countries like the
U.S., China, Vietnam, and even parts of Africa and
Europe have fully embraced Korean skincare and
makeup trends.
Why the hype?
e Affordable yet effective products
e Innovative formulations: snail mucin, centella
asiatica, fermented ingredients, etc.
e Cute, sleek packaging
e And above all: The promise of glowing, youthful,
glass skin.
Skin care as self-care: A Ritual, not a Chore
Enter the 10-step skincare routine: cleanse, tone,
essence, serum, ampoule, sheet mask, eye cream,
moisturizer, sunscreen...
For many, especially Gen Z and Millennials, this
became a calming ritual — a time to slow down and
focus on the self.
“K-beauty taught the world that skincare isn’t
vanity — it’s wellness.”

_The Global Chase for “Chok Chok” (£%) Skin

Korean beauty ideals emphasize:

e  Moisturized, dewy (“chok chok”) skin

¢  Youthful glow

e Natural finish over heavy coverage

Instead of hiding flaws, the K-beauty philosophy is

about nurturing your skin from within, promoting:

e  Proper hydration

e  Sun protection

e Balanced diet and inner health (e.g., collagen,
probiotics, sleep)

This skin-first mindset has influenced Western beauty

brands, which are now moving toward:

v Lighter foundation formulas

v' “No-makeup makeup” trends

v Skincare-infused cosmetics

Influencing all Ages, not just teens

While initially popular with young K-pop and K-

drama fans, K-beauty now appeals to:

e  Adults looking for anti-aging solutions

e Men — Korean brands heavily market to men,
more than most Western industries

e Older consumers seeking non-invasive ways to
maintain youthful skin

Korean celebrities in their 40s and 50s look like young

teens of age 20s or 25s — with flawless skin — serve

as proof that this lifestyle works. The message is clear:

“Aging gracefully starts early — with sunscreen,

sleep, and snail slime.”

K-Beauty Habits That Became Global

Habit | What It Is I

Global Influence

Double Cleansing H Oil + foam to deep clean H

Now part of global skincare routines

Essence Use H Hydrating pre-serum H

Introduced to Western brands (e.g., Tatcha, Estée Lauder)

SPF Obsession H Daily use, even indoors H

“Sunscreen every day” became standard advice

|
|
|
‘ Sheet Masks H Single-use hydrating masks H
|
|

Gentle exfoliation H Chemical peels, low-pH toners H

|
|
|
Huge in every major market (even drugstores) ‘
|
|

Replaced harsh scrubs globally

Korean Brands Leading the Global Charge

e Laneige — Famous for water sleeping masks, lip
masks

e Dr. Jart+ — Science-forward, sold globally (now
owned by Estée Lauder)

e COSRX - Minimalist, effective, affordable
skincare (loved by skincare nerds)
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These brands aren’t just products — they represent a
clean, calm, aspirational lifestyle.

Korean cosmetics have reshaped global beauty ideals,
not by pushing perfection, but by promoting a lifestyle
of care, consistency, and confidence.

"Looking young" is no longer about hiding wrinkles
— it’s about healthy habits, self-respect, and long-
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term care.Korean beauty gave us that mind-set — one

gentle pat of essence at a time.

the rise and recent challenges faced by South Korea's

economy:

Rise: From War-Torn to Global Tech Leader

e  The Miracle on the Han River: Post-Korean War,
South Korea transformed through export-led
growth, fueled by heavy investment in education,
infrastructure, and chaebol (family-controlled
conglomerates like Samsung, Hyundai, LG). This
model generated decades of double-digit GDP
growth.

e Tech & Exports Powerhouse: Korea became a
global hub for semiconductors, automobiles,
shipbuilding, and consumer electronics—leading
to rapid industrialization and rising living
standards.

V. CHALLENGES AND DOWNTURN IN
RECENT YEARS

1.Global headwind

e US—China trade friction & revived tariffs under
the Trump administration hit chip, steel, and
appliance exports. Manufacturing PMI has stayed
below the 50-point threshold for months
reuters.com+15reuters.com+15ctol.digital+15wa
shingtonmorning.comreuters.com-+1eastasiaforu
m.org+l1.

2. Domestic political turmoil

e In December 2024, President Yoon’s martial-law
declaration and impeachment rattled confidence.
Consumer sentiment plunged to levels not seen
since March 2020
ft.com+8eastasiaforum.org+8reuters.com+8.

e Credit agencies (S&P, Moody’s) flagged political
instability as a downside risk to Korea’s sovereign
credit outlook reddit.com.

3. Economic contraction & weak demand

e QI 2025 saw a GDP contraction of ~0.25%, the
worst among major economies.

e Domestic consumption is subdued, construction
investment is collapsing (over 10% YoY drop in
Q1) reddit.com.

4. Demographic decline & household debt

South Korea has one of the lowest fertility rates

globally (~0.7 births per woman), and a rapidly
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aging society: by 2067, elderly dependency is
projected to rise sharply en.wikipedia.org.

e Household debt now exceeds 100% of GDP, the
highest among developed
washingtonmorning.com+2thinkchina.sg+2asiati
mes.com+2.

5.Policy Response

countries

e The Bank of Korea has cut interest rates four
times since late 2024, bringing them down to
around 2.5%, and trimmed 2025 growth forecasts
to ~0.8%
apnews.com+1timesofindia.indiatimes.com+1.

e President Lee Jae-Myung's  government
introduced a supplementary budget worth 30.5
trillion won (~$14.7 billion), featuring cash
handouts, Al and SME support, and debt relief
programs reuters.com.

e  Other measures include lifting the ban on “kimchi
bonds” and enhancing foreign-exchange
flexibility to stabilize currency and attract capital
ft.com.

6.0utlook: Crisis or Transition?

e Short-term: Weak export and manufacturing
trends may persist. But consumer and business
sentiment show signs of stabilization post-
political uncertainty
chinadaily.com.cn+2reuters.com+2infra.economi
ctimes.indiatimes.com+2.

e Long-term: Population decline, high debt levels,
and overreliance on chaebols and global demand
suggest Korea might enter a prolonged low-
growth trap (<1-2% annually) absent serious
reforms
washingtonmorning.com+1fastbull.com+1.

o Key reforms needed: Immigration, labor-market
flexibility, SME growth, chaebol restructuring,
and diversification of trade partners.

South Korea achieved a spectacular economic rise
fueled by education, innovation, and export
dominance. Yet today it faces a “perfect storm”: global
trade friction, internal political shocks, structural
domestic challenges, demographic decline, and
soaring debt. The next few years will be critical—
progress depends on bold policy choices and structural
reforms.
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Here’s a clear breakdown of South Korea’s mandatory

military service, including the duration, age, reason,

and why it’s compulsory for all men, including
celebrities:

Mandatory Military Service in South Korea:

Duration of service

The length of service depends on the military branch:

e Army & Marine Corps: 18 months

e Navy: 20 months

e Air Force: 21 months

Mandatory Age

e All able-bodied South Korean men between 18
and 28 years old must enlist.

e Most men enlist in their early 20s, often after
university or early in their career.

e  Celebrities are not exempt—they must also serve
by age 28, though some exceptions allow slight
delays in special cases.

All of wonder why un world is it so compulsory? For

every single man to perform his duty.

1. National Security South Korea is technically still
at war with North Korea (the Korean War ended
in an armistice, not a peace treaty). The threat
from the North makes a strong and ready military
essential.

2. Defence Readiness with limited manpower, a
conscription system ensures the military has the
personnel needed to maintain  defence
capabilities.

3. Equality & Duty Mandatory service reinforces a
sense of shared responsibility and equality among
citizens—no matter one’s background, fame, or
wealth.

What about Women? Is it compulsory?

e Women are not required to serve, but they may
volunteer to join the military.

Celebrities and their service without any excuse
K-pop idols, actors, and athletes must also serve, and
the public watches closely. Their decision to serve
with honour often earns respect and helps remove the
stigma that celebrities try to avoid duty.
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Military service in South Korea is a rite of passage and a symbol of national pride. For every man who serves—
whether in the spotlight or not—it represents sacrifice, discipline, and love for their country.

To every man who has served or will serve—thank you. Your strength and loyalty are the pride of a nation. Fighting!!!
even women "we are proud of you for Volunteering this role, rooting for you, fighting!!!"
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VI. CONCLUSION

South Korea stands as a cultural prism—refracting its
rich heritage, dynamic creativity, and technological
advancement into a spectrum that captivates the world.
Its global influence flows from the harmonious blend
of tradition and innovation: the global reach of K-Pop
and K-Dramas reflects a modern cultural renaissance,
while time-honoured practices, cuisine, and attire
preserve the nation’s deep historical roots. At the
intersection of these forces lies a society that not only
adapts to global trends but often sets them—
positioning Korea as a leading force in shaping
contemporary culture, youth identity, and digital
innovation. There are many influencers of South
Korea that shape’s and inspire the people, worldwide.
Ex: phoo in Korea, etc.......
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South Korea has been a dream and compulsory visit
and experiencing for most of us. Dressing up like icon
model and heading up to work or visiting the top
destination places and having the particular Korean
cuisine, learning the traditional language Hangul while
wearing Hanbok which is the traditional attire of
Korean old culture- and posting it on media and
change back to cute skirts with hat and cute min bag
with adorable key chains and have the milk in the mid-
day time in cherry blossoms feeling the wind and
holding the petal of flowers with your partner ,and
ramen and soju with a cup of noodles and kimchi in
rainy weather , watching the best k — drama, singing
out our favourite k pop song, have simple routine of
skin care and go to sleep. Korea's rich culture,
remarkable cuisine, and influence on youth trends
showcase its vibrant identity. From K-Pop and K-

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 1109



© July 2025 | IJIRT | Volume 12 Issue 2 | ISSN: 2349-6002

Dramas to traditional attire and cutting-edge
technology, Korea continues to impact the world
significantly, making it a cultural powerhouse that
inspires and fascinates.
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