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Abstract: Brahma Dharma, introduced by Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma in 1906, played a transformative
role in shaping the spiritual, cultural, and social identity
of the Bodo community in Assam, India. This movement
emerged as a response to the socio-religious challenges
faced by the Bodos, aiming to foster cultural
preservation, social reform, and a distinct community
identity. Rooted in the principles of monotheism, ethical
living, and self-reliance, Brahma Dharma sought to
rejuvenate indigenous traditions while integrating
modern values. This study explores how Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma’s vision was not only redefined the
spiritual landscape of the Bodo people but also catalyzed
a broader cultural renaissance. His teachings emphasized
education, gender equality, spirituality, non-violence and
the rejection of superstitions, which significantly
contributed to social upliftment. Through a historical and
analytical approach, this investigation examines the
lasting impact of Brahma Dharma under the vision of
Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma on the Bodo community’s
cultural heritage, identity formation, and its role in
contemporary social movements. It underscores the
movement’s contribution to the Bodo people’s ongoing
journey towards self-determination, asserting their
unique heritage while adapting to modern societal and
dynamics.
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INTRODUCTION

In the early 20™ century, the Bodo community was in
a catastrophic condition as they faced troubleshooting
challenges, struggling with social and cultural
upheaval. During this turbulent time, Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma emerged as a visionary spiritual
leader introduced the concept of Brahma Dharma in
1906 a reformed spiritual path aimed at provide

IJIRT 184508

protection and safeguard to the identity, unity and
originality of the Bodo community.

Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma, having accepted
Brahma Dharma in 1905 from Shivnarayan
Paramhansa, sought to create a philosophical and
religious framework that would not only offer spiritual
guidance but also preserve the community’s rich
cultural heritage. Brahma Dharma stood as a beacon
of hope for the Bodo people in their time of crisis. The
principles of this faith emphasized the belief in
monotheism, the rejection of idolatry and a
commitment to ethical living. It presented core
principles such as the unity of all life, ethical living,
the importance of karma and dharma and the practice
of meditation and yoga for spiritual growth. The
philosophy of Brahma Dharma believes in the seven
elements air, water, fire, space, moon and sun as
integral to life’s balance and the universe’s harmony.
Principles of Brahma Dharma also stood firm against
superstitious beliefs emphasizing rationality and
rebirth, while upholding non-violence as a key ethical
principle. Its teachings advocated Yagya Ahuti, yoga
and meditation as right way of prayer to God. Through
these reforms, he ensured the preservation of Bodo
identity as indigenous people and their rich traditional
culture, offering his community not only a spiritual
path but a sense of resilience in the face of adversity.

This paper will explore the profound impact of
Brahma Dharma propagated by Kalicharan Brahma in
the year 1906 on the Bodo community tracing how its
principles helped restore identity, dignity, unity and
cultural pride among the Bodo people, while also
highlighting the enduring legacy of Kalicharan
Brahma as a revered spiritual leader and great social
reformer.
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The Bodo community, one of the indigenous groups of
Northeast India, has historically faced challenges
related to cultural assimilation, socio-religious
transformation, and access to modern education. The
introduction of Brahma Dharma by Gurudev in 1906
aimed to address these challenges by fostering
spirituality, ~ promoting  cultural preservation,
advocating for social reform, and emphasizing the
importance of education.

Despite its historical significance, the contemporary
relevance of Brahma Dharma in these domains
remains underexplored. The decline of indigenous
spiritual practices, the impact of globalization on
cultural heritage, and the evolving socio-political
landscape pose new challenges to the Bodo identity.
Additionally, the role of Brahma Dharma in shaping
educational reforms and promoting progressive social
values needs further scholarly attention.

This study seeks to examine the extent to which
Brahma Dharma has contributed to the spiritual
upliftment, cultural sustainability, social progress, and
educational development of the Bodo community. It
also aims to explore how the movement’s core
principles can be revitalized to address present-day
issues related to indigenous identity, cultural
resilience, and social empowerment.

OBJECTIVES

® To inquire the conceptualization of Brahma
Dharma and its significance in guiding ethical
living, non-violence and spiritual liberation
through karma and dharma.

® To evaluate the impact of Kalicharan Brahma’s
spiritual movement on the preservation of
cultural identity, legal rights, and social justice
for the Bodo people.

® To analyze how Brahma Dharma advocates for an
inclusive approach to religious practice,
emphasizing harmony among different belief
systems while promoting ethical behavior and
non-violence as core values.

® To explore the influence of Brahma Dharma's
principles on the educational and socio- economic
development of the Bodo community and its
potential in shaping progressive policies that
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advocate for equality and empowerment in
broader society.

SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study explores Brahma Dharma as a catalyst for
the spiritual and cultural renaissance of the Bodo
community through the vision of Gurudev Kalicharan
Brahma in 1906.

It examines how Brahma Dharma has contributed to
shaping Bodo identity, preserving cultural heritage,
and fostering social reform. The study focuses on the
following key aspects:

® Historical and Philosophical Foundations:
Analyzing the origins of Brahma Dharma, its core
principles, and its philosophical underpinnings
within the broader socio-religious context of the
early 20" century.

® Gurudev  Kalicharan  Brahma’s  Vision:
Investigating his role as a reformer, his
contributions to spiritual awakening, and his
efforts in integrating Brahma Dharma into Bodo
society.

® Cultural Preservation and Identity Formation:
Assessing how Brahma Dharma has influenced
Bodo traditions, language, customs, and festivals,
reinforcing ethnic identity while adapting to

modernity.

® Social Reforms and Empowerment: Exploring the
impact of Brahma Dharma on education, gender
equality, and social justice within the Bodo
community.

® Continuity and Contemporary Relevance:
Examining how Brahma Dharma continues to
shape the cultural and spiritual life of the Bodo
people in the present era, including its role in
modern Bodo socio-political movements.

The study primarily relies on historical texts, oral

narratives, and contemporary analysis to offer a

comprehensive understanding of Brahma Dharma as a

transformative force in Bodo society.

DATA AND METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative research approach,
incorporating historical analysis, textual
interpretation, and ethnographic insights to examine
the impact of Brahma Dharma on the Bodo
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community.

The methodology is structured as follows:

Historical Analysis:

Primary and secondary historical sources, including
texts, archival records, and accounts of Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma’s teachings, are analyzed to trace
the origins, development, and evolution of the Brahma
Dharma movement.

Textual Interpretation:

A critical examination of religious scriptures,
philosophical writings, and oral traditions related to
Brahma Dharma is conducted to understand its
spiritual and cultural significance in shaping Bodo
identity.

Ethnographic Insights:

Interviews and discussions with scholars, practitioners
of Brahma Dharma, and community leaders provide
firsthand perspectives on the movement’s influence on
contemporary Bodo society.

Comparative Analysis:

The study compares Brahma Dharma with other
indigenous reform movements in India to
contextualize its role in cultural preservation, social
reform, and identity formation.

By integrating these research methods, the study aims
to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
significance of Brahma Dharma and its continuing
relevance in the cultural and social fabric of the Bodo
community.

LITERATURE OF REVIEW

S.K. Chatterjee (1951), several scholars have traced
the origins of Brahma Dharma to the early 20% century,
focusing on how it emerged as a spiritual reform
movement among the Bodos. Gurudev Kalicharan
Brahma (1860-1938) is widely credited with
introducing Brahma Dharma to the Bodo community
in 1906, drawing inspiration from the Brahmo Samaj
movement. This paper is concentrated to focus the
Brahma Dharma for drawing in the Bodo community.
Therefore, this study will help present research.

Biren Basumatary (2005), discussed how Brahma
Dharma sought to reform Bodo religious beliefs,
moving away from animistic traditions and
polytheistic practices towards monotheism and ethical
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living. Thus, the paper highlighted the centenary
background of the ethical living. So, this research will
be helpful for present investigation.

R.N. Basumatary (2016) and Hiralal Debbarma
(2012), highlight how Kalicharan Brahma envisioned
Brahma Dharma as a means of spiritual and social
upliftment. His teachings emphasized purity, equality,
and moral discipline, challenging superstitions and
promoting rationality in religious practices. Some
scholars have also noted his efforts to integrate
education with spirituality, advocating for the
empowerment of the Bodo people through knowledge
and self-awareness.

Bodoland University’s (2020), research symposium,
indicate that Brahma Dharma remains relevant in the
socio-political discourse of the Bodo people. While
some scholars argue that globalization and modernity
have diluted its influence, others highlight its
resilience as a marker of Bodo identity. The
emergences of institutions like the Bodo Sahitya
Sabha and cultural festivals that incorporate Brahma
Dharma principles showcase its enduring legacy.

RESULT AND FINDINGS

The study examines the impact of Brahma Dharma on
the Bodo community, focusing on its role in identity
formation, cultural preservation, and social reform.
Based on historical records, ethnographic studies, and
contemporary analyses, the findings highlight how
Brahma Dharma, as envisioned by Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma, continues to influence Bodo
society.

The study confirms that Brahma Dharma played a
crucial role in transforming the religious landscape of
the Bodo community. It introduced monotheism,
ethical living, and spiritual discipline, leading to a
decline in animistic and polytheistic practices among
the Bodos. Followers of Brahma Dharma report a
stronger sense of moral and spiritual awareness,
aligning their beliefs with progressive religious
thought. Brahma Dharma significantly contributed to
ethnic self-awareness and the assertion of a distinct
Bodo identity.

The study found that many Bodos consider Brahma
Dharma a unifying force that differentiates them from
other ethnic and religious communities. The
movement strengthened Bodo linguistic and cultural
pride, leading to the promotion of the Bodo language,

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 1866



© September 2025| IJIRT | Volume 12 Issue 4 | ISSN: 2349-6002

literature, and traditional customs. The findings
indicate that Brahma Dharma helped in preserving
Bodo traditions while also reforming outdated
practices. Rituals and festivals associated with Brahma
Dharma continue to be observed, keeping Bodo
heritage alive.

The study highlights the role of Bodo Sahitya Sabha
and other cultural organizations in promoting Brahma
Dharma values through literature, music, and art.
Brahma Dharma had a transformative impact on social
practices, particularly in education, gender equality,
and social justice.

The movement encouraged women’s empowerment,
discouraging child marriage and promoting education
for girls. The establishment of schools and educational
institutions inspired by Brahma Dharma principles
contributed to higher literacy rates among the Bodos.
The study finds that social reforms initiated by
Brahma Dharma have reduced caste-based
discrimination and fostered a more egalitarian society.
While Brahma Dharma remains influential, the study
finds that modernization and globalization pose
challenges to its continued practice. Many younger
Bodos are shifting toward mainstream religious
practices or secularism, leading to a decline in
adherence to Brahma Dharma. However,
organizations and scholars are working towards
reviving and adapting Brahma Dharma to modern
contexts, integrating it with contemporary social and
cultural discourses.

The findings confirm that Brahma Dharma, as
introduced by Gurudev Kalicharan Brahma, has had a
lasting impact on the Bodo community. It served as a
powerful force for spiritual enlightenment, cultural
preservation, and social reform. While challenges
remain in maintaining its relevance in a rapidly
changing society, its core principles continue to shape
the cultural and social fabric of the Bodos.

RECOMMENDATION

Here the researchers highlighted some policy
implications according to title as followings:

1. Elevation of Brahma Dharma in Educational

Institutions:

Integrate Brahma Dharma teachings into school and
college curricula to educate younger generations
about its spiritual, cultural, and ethical wvalues.
Establish research centers and academic programs
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dedicated to the study of Brahma Dharma and Bodo
heritage. Organize seminars, workshops, and cultural
programs in schools and universities to raise
awareness about its historical significance.
2. Establishment of Cultural and Religious
Institutions:
Revitalize existing Brahma Dharma institutions to
ensure the continued practice and transmission of its
teachings. Encourage the publication of books,
research papers, and digital content on Brahma
Dharma in the Bodo language to preserve and promote
indigenous knowledge. Support community-based
initiatives that celebrate Bodo festivals and traditions
linked to Brahma Dharma.
3. Progression of Digital and Media Outreach:
Develop documentaries, podcasts, and digital archives
on Brahma Dharma to reach a wider audience,
especially the youth. Use social media platforms to
share teachings, historical insights, and discussions on
the relevance of Brahma Dharma in contemporary
society. Create mobile applications and websites that
provide access to texts, prayers, and history related to
Brahma Dharma.
4. Encouraging Interfaith and Cultural Dialogue:
Promote discussions between Brahma Dharma
followers and other religious communities to foster
mutual respect and understanding. Organize interfaith
conferences and cultural exchange programs that
highlight the role of Brahma Dharma in social reform
and peace building.
5. Implication of Government Support:
Advocate for government recognition and funding for
Brahma Dharma institutions, research initiatives, and
cultural projects. Include Brahma Dharma heritage in
national and state-level cultural tourism programs to
increase awareness and appreciation. Ensure that
policies related to indigenous rights and cultural
preservation support the Bodo community’s religious
and social aspirations.
6. Engagement and Community Involvement:
Encourage active participation of youth in Brahma
Dharma activities through leadership programs and
volunteer initiatives. Establish youth forums where
young Bodos can discuss ways to integrate Brahma
Dharma principles into modern life. Organize
mentorship programs where elders can pass down oral
traditions, ethical values, and historical knowledge to
younger generations.
7. Research innovation and Documentation:
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Conduct more scholarly research on Brahma Dharma
to explore its evolving role in contemporary Bodo
society. Establish partnerships with universities,
cultural organizations, and international research
bodies to expand academic studies on Brahma
Dharma.

Implementing these recommendations, Brahma
Dharma can continue to be a guiding force in the
spiritual, cultural, and social life of the Bodo
community.  Strengthening education, cultural
institutions, digital outreach, government support, and
community engagement will ensure that Brahma
Dharma remains relevant in the modern era while
preserving its historical and spiritual essence.

CONCLUSION

The study of Brahma Dharma and its impact on the
Bodo community highlights its profound role in
fostering spiritual awakening, cultural preservation,
and social reform. Introduced by Gurudev Kalicharan
Brahma in 1906, Brahma Dharma emerged as a
reformist movement aimed at transforming Bodo
religious beliefs and social practices. It imparted a
sense of monotheism, ethical living, and self-
discipline, providing the Bodo people with a renewed
spiritual identity.

One of the most significant contributions of Brahma
Dharma has been its role in Bodo identity formation.
It reinforced ethnic consciousness by distinguishing
the Bodo community from other socio-religious
groups and supporting pride in their linguistic and
cultural heritage.

In addition to spiritual and cultural stimulation,
Brahma Dharma played a crucial role in social reform.
It promoted education, gender equality, and social
justice, helping to uplift marginalized sections of
Bodo society. The movements encouraged literacy,
discouraged superstitions, and boost the enablement of
women values that continue to influence Bodo social
dynamics today.

Despite its historical significance, Brahma Dharma
faces contemporary challenges such as declining
adherence among younger generations and the
pressures of globalization. However, efforts to revive
and adapt its principles to modern contexts through
education, digital outreach, and institutional support
can ensure its continued relevance.

Brahma Dharma remains a supporting of Bodo
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spiritual, cultural, and social life. Its legacy as a reform
movement continues to inspire efforts toward cultural
preservation, community empowerment, and identity
assertion. By embracing both tradition and modernity,
the Bodo community can sustain the values of Brahma
Dharma while navigating the challenges of the current
world.
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