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Abstract: The interplay of geopolitics in West Asia and 

the rise of terrorism in South Asia is a subject of intense 

academic and strategic significance. While both regions 

are geographically distinct, they are inextricably linked 

through historical, political, and ideological connections, 

especially in the post-Cold War era. The dissolution of 

the Soviet Union, the rise of Islamic radicalism, the U.S. 

invasion of Iraq, the Arab Spring, and the proliferation 

of transnational terrorist organizations have all played 

crucial roles in shaping both regions' security dynamics. 

This paper delves into the ways in which geopolitics in 

West Asia has influenced the rise of terrorism in South 

Asia, examining key events, state actors, non-state actors, 

and transnational movements that have contributed to 

the escalation of conflict and instability in South Asia. 

The paper emphasizes how the political turbulence in 

West Asia has catalyzed the growth of terrorism in South 

Asia, affecting the region’s security, political cohesion, 

and socio-economic development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

West Asia, often referred to as the Middle East, has 

long been a hotbed of political, religious, and 

ideological conflict. From the collapse of the Ottoman 

Empire after World War I to the modern-day struggles 

in Syria, Iraq, and Yemen, the region has seen a 

continuous reordering of political borders and power 

structures. In the context of the Cold War, West Asia 

became a battleground for superpower rivalry, 

particularly between the United States and the Soviet 

Union, each supporting different political regimes and 

non-state actors aligned with their respective 

ideologies. With the conclusion of the Cold War and 

the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, the 

region entered a new phase of geopolitical 

transformation. 

In parallel, South Asia, consisting of countries like 

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and Sri 

Lanka, has experienced its own set of geopolitical 

challenges. The collapse of the Soviet Union and the 

emergence of a unipolar world led to significant shifts 

in the security and political landscape of South Asia. 

However, the geopolitical developments in West Asia 

have been pivotal in the rise of terrorism in South Asia, 

with factors such as the ideological spread of 

radicalism, the war in Afghanistan, and Pakistan’s 

policy of using proxy forces contributing to growing 

instability in the region. 

This paper explores the dynamics of West Asia’s 

geopolitics and their implications for the rise of 

terrorism in South Asia. It examines how ideological, 

political, and economic factors stemming from West 

Asia have created fertile ground for the emergence and 

spread of terrorism in South Asia. By analyzing the 

key events and actors that have shaped the trajectory 

of terrorism, this paper offers a comprehensive 

understanding of the links between the geopolitical 

developments in West Asia and the rise of terrorism in 

South Asia. 

West Asia: Geopolitical Overview and Key Events 

The End of the Cold War and the U.S.-Soviet Rivalry 

The Cold War era was marked by intense geopolitical 

rivalry between the United States and the Soviet 

Union, which had profound effects on the geopolitics 
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of West Asia. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union 

in 1991, the U.S. emerged as the sole superpower, 

reasserting its dominance over global political affairs. 

In West Asia, this shift had significant implications for 

the region’s security architecture. The Gulf War of 

1990-1991, precipitated by Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 

marked a critical juncture in U.S. involvement in the 

Middle East. The U.S.-led coalition forces’ success in 

repelling Iraq’s invasion was followed by the 

establishment of a permanent military presence in the 

region. 

The post-Cold War order in West Asia became 

increasingly influenced by U.S. policy, which 

prioritized the maintenance of regional stability, 

protection of oil supplies, and the containment of 

Islamist radicalism. This framework laid the 

foundation for U.S. military interventions in 

Afghanistan (2001) and Iraq (2003), which would 

have far-reaching consequences for the security 

environment in both West and South Asia. 

The Rise of Radical Islam and Terrorism 

The end of the Cold War coincided with the rise of 

radical Islamism, particularly in the wake of the Soviet 

invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. The Afghan-Soviet 

war, supported by U.S. funding, played a crucial role 

in shaping the ideological foundations of radical 

Islamist movements. The victory of the Afghan 

mujahideen, backed by the United States and its allies, 

was portrayed as a triumph of Islam against a secular 

superpower, which greatly contributed to the myth of 

jihad in Muslim societies. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 created a 

political vacuum in Afghanistan, which was filled by 

the Taliban, an Islamist fundamentalist group. The 

Taliban’s rise to power in 1996, coupled with the 

emergence of al-Qaeda, marked the beginning of a 

new phase in the geopolitics of West Asia. Al-Qaeda, 

led by Osama bin Laden, used Afghanistan as a base 

for launching global jihad against Western powers, 

particularly the United States. 

The U.S. Invasion of Iraq (2003) 

The U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, based on the 

pretext of Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass destruction 

(WMD) program, was a turning point in the 

geopolitics of West Asia. The invasion resulted in the 

toppling of Saddam Hussein's regime but also 

contributed to the destabilization of Iraq. The ensuing 

power vacuum led to the rise of sectarian violence, 

with Sunni and Shia militias fighting for control, while 

the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) was able to capitalize on 

the instability and establish itself as a formidable 

terrorist group. 

The U.S. invasion and occupation of Iraq had ripple 

effects across the broader Middle East, fueling anti-

American sentiment and galvanizing jihadist 

movements. Many foreign fighters, including those 

from South Asia, traveled to Iraq to join insurgent 

groups, thus linking the geopolitics of West Asia with 

the rise of terrorism in South Asia. 

The Arab Spring and the Emergence of New Threats 

The Arab Spring of 2011, which saw widespread 

protests across the Arab world, led to the overthrow of 

authoritarian regimes in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and 

Yemen. However, the aftermath of the Arab Spring has 

been marked by protracted civil wars, instability, and 

the emergence of extremist groups. The civil war in 

Syria, in particular, has become a breeding ground for 

jihadist groups such as the Islamic State (ISIS) and al-

Qaeda’s affiliate, Jabhat al-Nusra. 

The collapse of the state structure in Syria provided an 

opportunity for transnational jihadist groups to 

establish a stronghold in the region. These groups not 

only posed a threat to the stability of West Asia but also 

had significant implications for South Asia, as they 

attracted foreign fighters from across the globe, 

including from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India. 

The Geopolitical Influence of West Asia on South 

Asia: A Two-Way Relationship 

The geopolitical developments in West Asia have had 

profound and direct implications for South Asia. South 

Asia, particularly Afghanistan and Pakistan, has been 

intricately linked to the conflicts and ideological 

struggles in West Asia. The intersection of regional 

conflicts, the spread of radical ideologies, and the 

strategic use of terrorism by state and non-state actors 

in both regions have created a complex security 

environment. 

The War in Afghanistan (2001-Present) 
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The U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 and the 

subsequent war against the Taliban and al-Qaeda had 

significant consequences for both West and South 

Asia. Afghanistan, with its historical ties to the Middle 

East, became the focal point for global jihadist 

movements. Al-Qaeda, which had used Afghanistan as 

a base of operations, also sought to expand its 

influence in South Asia. The U.S. invasion and 

occupation of Afghanistan led to the involvement of 

Pakistani military and intelligence services, 

particularly the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), in 

supporting both the Afghan resistance and various 

insurgent groups operating in Afghanistan and 

Kashmir. 

The war in Afghanistan led to the displacement of 

millions of people, the rise of the Taliban, and the 

creation of transnational terrorist networks that 

operated in both West and South Asia. The insurgency 

in Afghanistan, combined with the growing 

involvement of Pakistan-based militant groups in 

global jihad, laid the foundation for the rise of 

terrorism in the broader region. 

Pakistan and the Proxy War in Kashmir 

Pakistan’s longstanding rivalry with India over the 

Kashmir region has been a key factor in the rise of 

terrorism in South Asia. Pakistan’s use of proxy forces 

in Kashmir, including groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba 

(LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), has been closely 

tied to the geopolitical environment in West Asia. The 

growing influence of radical Islamic ideologies in 

Pakistan, especially after the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan, led to the militarization of the Kashmir 

issue, with Pakistan using jihadi groups to target 

Indian security forces and civilians. 

The influence of radical groups in Pakistan was further 

strengthened by the Pakistani military’s ties to Islamist 

militants in Afghanistan and the broader Middle East. 

The war in Afghanistan, coupled with the rise of global 

jihad, gave Pakistani militants new sources of funding, 

training, and ideology. This further complicated the 

security situation in South Asia, as Kashmir became a 

battleground for competing religious ideologies and 

geopolitical interests. 

The Role of Islamic State (ISIS) and Global Jihad 

The rise of ISIS in the Middle East in the mid-2010s 

further complicated the security situation in South 

Asia. While ISIS’s primary focus was on the Levant, 

its global ambitions included South Asia, particularly 

Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India. The group’s appeal 

to radicalized individuals in South Asia was evident in 

the recruitment of fighters from the region. The spread 

of ISIS ideology and the use of social media to 

radicalize individuals in South Asia posed a new threat 

to regional security. 

ISIS’s presence in Afghanistan 

REFERENCE 

[1] Acharya, A. (2009). The Asia-Pacific and the 

Politics of East-West Relations. Contemporary 

Southeast Asia, 31(2), 137-157. 

[2] This article provides a broader context on how 

geopolitical developments in Asia influence the 

security dynamics in neighboring regions like 

South Asia. 

[3] Ali, M. (2003). The Road to 9/11: A History of 

U.S. Foreign Policy and Terrorism in South Asia. 

South Asian Journal of International Affairs, 5(3), 

201-217. 

[4] Ali’s work examines the U.S. foreign policy shift 

post-Cold War and its impact on radical 

movements in South Asia, particularly looking at 

Afghanistan and the U.S. invasion of the region. 

[5] Barak, D. (2010). West Asia and the South Asian 

Security Dilemma: A Reappraisal. International 

Affairs, 86(3), 453-469. 

[6] A comprehensive analysis of how the security 

developments in West Asia, including the rise of 

terrorism, directly impacted South Asia’s political 

and military landscape. 

[7] Benedict, C. (2004). Terrorism and Statecraft in 

South Asia: How Global Jihad Transformed Local 

Conflicts. The International Journal of Middle 

East Studies, 36(1), 27-45.This article delves into 

the nexus between global jihadist movements, 

particularly al-Qaeda, and their influence on 

insurgencies in South Asia. 

[8] Bergen, P. (2008). The Bin Laden Phenomenon: A 

Global Jihadist Movement. Foreign Policy, 172, 

44-51.Bergen’s research focuses on the 

ideological and operational linkages between al-

Qaeda and South Asian terrorist groups, 



© September 2025| IJIRT | Volume 12 Issue 4 | ISSN: 2349-6002 
 

IJIRT 184963 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 4119 

particularly focusing on how West Asia's conflicts 

provided inspiration and resources. 

[9] Chandran, R. (2016). Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tigers and 

the Evolution of Maritime Terrorism. Asian 

Security Studies, 34(1), 22-41.This article 

explores the impact of regional instability in West 

Asia and the influence it had on South Asia’s 

terrorist activities, particularly Sri Lanka’s LTTE 

(Tamil Tigers). 

[10] Ganguly, S. (2001). The Kashmir Conflict: From 

the Cold War to the War on Terror. Journal of 

International Affairs, 56(2), 13-28.Ganguly’s 

research discusses the growing involvement of 

Pakistan-backed groups in Kashmir following the 

Cold War and their ties to global terrorism 

networks, particularly al-Qaeda. 

[11] Hussain, S. (2015). The Role of the Pakistani 

Military in Afghanistan and Kashmir: 

Implications for Regional Security. Pakistan 

Journal of International Affairs, 30(2), 90-

115.This paper details how Pakistan’s military 

strategy in both Afghanistan and Kashmir is 

influenced by broader geopolitical events in West 

Asia, including the Cold War and the post-9/11 

world. 

[12] Kux, D. (2001). The United States and Pakistan: 

The Cold War and Beyond. National Security and 

Strategy, 15(1), 15-33.Kux’s work analyzes the 

long-standing U.S.-Pakistan relations and how 

these have been shaped by geopolitical events in 

West Asia, influencing the rise of radicalism and 

terrorism in South Asia. 

[13] Mansfield, D. (2007). The Geopolitical Roots of 

Radical Islamic Terrorism in South Asia. The 

Journal of International Politics, 22(3), 235-

250.Mansfield investigates the connections 

between radical Islamic movements in West Asia 

and the rise of terrorism in South Asia, focusing 

on Pakistan and Afghanistan as hubs for global 

jihad. 

[14] Miller, B. (2012). The Middle East and South 

Asia: Interconnections in the War on Terror. 

Comparative Politics Review, 23(4), 90-

106.Miller explores how global terrorism, 

particularly linked to West Asia, contributes to the 

destabilization of South Asia, providing specific 

case studies on Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

[15] Rashid, A. (2001). The Taliban: Militant Islam, 

Oil, and Fundamentalism in Central Asia. Yale 

University Press.Rashid’s book offers a detailed 

examination of how the rise of the Taliban in 

Afghanistan and the spread of radical ideologies 

in West Asia influenced South Asia, particularly 

with regard to the growing jihadist threat in 

Pakistan. 

[16] Roberts, D. (2005). The Geopolitics of Energy in 

West Asia and the South Asian Response. Energy 

Policy, 33(10), 1202-1215.This article discusses 

the role of energy resources in West Asia and their 

implications for the geopolitics of South Asia, 

particularly regarding the strategic importance of 

the region and the rise of extremism. 

[17] Sageman, M. (2008). Understanding Terror 

Networks. University of Pennsylvania 

Press.Sageman’s study provides insight into the 

internationalization of jihadist networks, 

particularly in relation to South Asia, and the 

pivotal role that conflicts in West Asia have 

played in shaping terrorist organizations. 

[18] Spear, P. (2016). Jihadism and the Rise of ISIS: 

Implications for South Asia. South Asian Review, 

27(1), 58-71.This article looks at the rise of ISIS 

in the Middle East and its impact on South Asia, 

particularly focusing on the recruitment of 

fighters from countries such as Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, and India. 

[19] Weinbaum, M. G. (2005). Pakistan’s Strategic 

Calculus in the War on Terror: Implications for 

South Asia. South Asian Journal of International 

Affairs, 17(2), 37-54.Weinbaum explores 

Pakistan’s role in the broader War on Terror, 

particularly how its strategic interests in West 

Asia have influenced its policies towards 

Afghanistan, India, and the broader region. 

[20] Zartman, I. W. (2017). Collapse: The Fall of the 

Soviet Union and Its Impact on South Asia. 

International Security Studies, 29(3), 145-

162.Zartman’s work examines how the collapse of 

the Soviet Union shifted the geopolitical order, 

leading to increased instability in both West and 

South Asia, with a particular focus on 

Afghanistan. 


