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Abstract- Post-independence India saw a renewed 

focus on the education of tribal communities as part of 

the national strategy to uplift marginalized groups and 

integrate them into mainstream society. This paper 

examines the educational status of tribes in India in the 

post-independence period, focusing on policies, 

initiatives, and challenges faced by these communities. 

The paper discusses the implementation of various 

government schemes aimed at increasing literacy rates 

and improving access to education and the socio-

economic barriers that hinder educational progress, 

and the role of non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) in supplementing government efforts. 

Utilising the opportunity of policy for progress and 

development of the tribes. Despite improvements, 

tribal education remains fraught with challenges such 

as poor infrastructure, language barriers, and 

discrimination. The paper concludes with 

recommendations for improving the educational 

landscape for tribes in India, emphasizing the need for 

a more culturally inclusive approach, better 

infrastructure, and sustained government support. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Tribal communities in India, comprising 8.6% of the 

total population (Census 2011), have historically 

faced social, economic, and educational 

marginalization. The post-independence period 

ushered in policies aimed at improving the 

conditions of these communities, including their 

education. The Indian Constitution, through Articles 

15, 46, and 244, provides special provisions for the 

uplifment of Scheduled Tribes (STs). However, 

despite these provisions, tribal education continues 

to lag behind national averages in terms of literacy 

rates, school attendance, and overall educational 

outcomes. This paper aims to explore the status of 

tribal education in the post-independence period, 

examine government interventions, and identify key 

challenges and opportunities. 

 

Government Policies and Initiatives for Tribal 

Education 

The Government of India has implemented several 

policies and initiatives aimed at improving the 

educational status of tribal communities. These 

efforts are part of a broader strategy to uplift 

marginalized sections of society and promote 

inclusive development. Over the decades, policies 

have evolved to address various challenges specific 

to tribal populations, such as geographic isolation, 

socio-economic disadvantages, and cultural 

differences. Below are key policies and initiatives 

that have been launched in post-independence India 

to promote tribal education: 

 

 Constitutional Provisions for Tribal Education 

The Indian Constitution contains several provisions 

aimed at protecting and promoting the education of 

Scheduled Tribes (STs): 

• Article 15: Prohibits discrimination based on 

religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth, 

including in educational institutions. 

• Article 46: Directs the state to promote the 

educational and economic interests of 

Scheduled Castes (SCs), STs, and other weaker 

sections of society. 

• Article 244: Provides for the administration of 

Scheduled Areas and Tribal Areas, which often 

includes provisions for promoting education in 

tribal regions. 

 National Policy on Education (1968, 1986) 

The National Policy on Education (NPE), first 

implemented in 1968 and revised in 1986, 

recognized the unique needs of tribal children. The 

policy emphasized the importance of addressing 

tribal education through special programs and 

adapting the curriculum to include indigenous 

knowledge. The 1986 policy, in particular, focused 

on creating educational infrastructure in remote and 

tribal areas and increasing access to primary 

education for marginalized communities. 

 

 The Right to Education Act (2009) 

The Right to Education (RTE) Act guarantees free 

and compulsory education to all children between 

the ages of 6 and 14, including children from tribal 
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communities. It mandates the government to ensure 

that schools are available in all habitations, 

including tribal areas, and focuses on improving the 

quality of education by laying down minimum 

standards for teachers, infrastructure, and 

curriculum. 

 Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) 

Eklavya Model Residential Schools were 

established in 1997-98 by the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs to provide quality education to tribal 

children from Class VI to XII. These schools aim to 

bridge the gap between tribal and non-tribal 

populations in terms of educational outcomes. 

EMRSs provide a nurturing environment, offering 

residential schooling to children from tribal 

communities, with a focus on academic excellence 

and holistic development, including sports and 

extracurricular activities. 

 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), launched in 2001, is 

a flagship program aimed at universalizing 

elementary education in India. It focuses on bringing 

children from disadvantaged sections, including 

tribes, into the mainstream education system by 

improving infrastructure, increasing access to 

schools, and offering incentives such as free 

textbooks, uniforms, and mid-day meals. SSA 

places special emphasis on improving school 

infrastructure in tribal areas and providing training 

to teachers to meet the specific needs of tribal 

students. 

 Scholarship Programs for Tribal Students 

The government offers various scholarship schemes 

to promote the education of tribal children, 

particularly those from economically weaker 

sections. Some key scholarship programs include: 

• Post-Matric Scholarships (PMS): Provides 

financial assistance to ST students pursuing 

post-secondary education to cover tuition fees, 

boarding, and other expenses. 

• Pre-Matric Scholarships: Targets tribal students 

at the school level (Classes I-X), offering 

financial aid to reduce dropout rates and 

encourage retention. 

• National Overseas Scholarship: Provides 

financial assistance to ST students for pursuing 

higher education abroad, especially for 

postgraduate and doctoral programs. 

 Vocational and Skill Development Programs 

In addition to formal education, the government has 

implemented several skill development programs 

aimed at tribal youth. These programs are designed 

to enhance employability through vocational 

training and skill development, addressing the gap 

between formal education and job opportunities for 

tribal communities. Examples include initiatives 

under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

(PMKVY) and the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen 

Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY). 

  National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 places a 

strong emphasis on inclusive education, specifically 

addressing the needs of disadvantaged groups like 

tribes. The policy calls for the development of 

context-specific curricula and pedagogical 

approaches that cater to the diverse linguistic and 

cultural backgrounds of tribal students. It also 

promotes the use of mother-tongue-based education 

at the foundational stage to enhance learning 

outcomes for tribal children. 

 

Challenges Faced by Tribal Communities in 

Accessing Education 

These challenges are deeply rooted in socio-

economic, cultural, and geographic factors, making 

it difficult for tribal populations to access and fully 

benefit from formal education systems. Below are 

some of the key challenges faced by tribal 

communities in India regarding education. 

 Geographic Isolation and Poor Infrastructure 

Many tribal communities live in remote and 

geographically isolated areas, often in dense forests, 

hilly terrains, and regions with limited access to 

basic amenities. The lack of adequate infrastructure, 

such as roads, schools, and transportation, poses a 

significant barrier to education. Even where schools 

are present, they are often far from tribal villages, 

making it difficult for children to commute safely 

and regularly. 

✓ Limited Schools: Many tribal areas have a 

shortage of schools, especially secondary and 

higher education institutions. This forces 

students to travel long distances or drop out 

after primary school. 

✓ Poor Facilities: Schools in tribal areas often lack 

basic facilities such as classrooms, toilets, clean 

drinking water, and electricity, contributing to 

low student retention and poor learning 

environments. 

 Economic Constraints 

Poverty is one of the most significant challenges 

faced by tribal communities. Many tribal families 

depend on subsistence farming, forest resources, or 

daily wage labour, making it difficult for them to 
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afford the indirect costs of education, such as 

transportation, books, and uniforms. The need for 

children to contribute to household income often 

forces them to engage in economic activities, 

leading to high dropout rates. 

✓ Child Labour: Many tribal children are involved 

in agricultural or manual labor to support their 

families, which prevents them from attending 

school regularly. 

✓ Opportunity Costs: Even with free education, 

the opportunity cost of sending children to 

school instead of contributing to the family's 

income is a significant deterrent. 

 Cultural and Linguistic Barriers 

Tribal communities in India have distinct cultures, 

traditions, and languages, many of which differ 

significantly from the dominant regional languages 

and cultural practices of mainstream society. The 

medium of instruction in schools is often in the 

state’s official language, which tribal children may 

not be familiar with, leading to communication 

barriers and difficulties in understanding lessons. 

✓ Language Barriers: The lack of mother-tongue-

based education in many schools makes it 

difficult for tribal children to grasp basic 

concepts, resulting in poor learning outcomes 

and higher dropout rates. 

✓ Cultural Disconnect: The mainstream 

curriculum often fails to incorporate tribal 

knowledge systems, traditions, and practices, 

leading to a sense of alienation among tribal 

students. This cultural disconnect contributes to 

a lack of interest and engagement in formal 

education. 

 Teacher Shortages and Poor Quality of 

Education 

Tribal areas often face severe shortages of trained 

and qualified teachers, particularly teachers who 

understand the local languages and cultural contexts 

of the tribal communities. In some cases, teachers 

are unwilling to work in remote tribal regions due to 

lack of basic amenities and difficult working 

conditions. 

✓ Unqualified or Untrained Teachers: Many tribal 

schools are staffed by teachers who lack 

specialized training in dealing with the unique 

challenges faced by tribal students, such as 

language differences and socio-cultural 

barriers. 

✓ Teacher Absenteeism: High levels of 

absenteeism among teachers in remote tribal 

schools further compromise the quality of 

education, as children are often left without 

regular instruction. 

 

Role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

and Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) in 

Tribal Education 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and 

Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) have 

played a crucial role in supplementing government 

efforts to promote education among tribal 

communities. These organizations often work in 

remote areas where government programs may 

struggle to reach or be inadequately implemented. 

NGOs and CBOs have introduced innovative and 

culturally sensitive educational models, filling gaps 

left by government initiatives, and have helped 

address some of the unique challenges faced by 

tribal communities in accessing education. Here are 

some of the key roles played by NGOs and CBOs in 

improving tribal education: 

 

1. Improving Access to Education 

One of the primary roles of NGOs and CBOs is to 

ensure that tribal children have access to education, 

particularly in remote areas where government 

schools are either absent or dysfunctional. NGOs 

often work to establish informal schools or bridge 

schools that provide primary education to children 

who are either out of school or have dropped out. 

✓ Mobile Schools and Community-Based 

Learning Canters: NGOs like the Eklavya 

Foundation and the Barefoot College have set 

up mobile schools and learning canters to 

provide education to children in remote tribal 

areas where access to formal schools is limited. 

✓ Girls' Education: NGOs such as the Adivasi 

Mahila Shikshan Sanstha focus on improving 

access to education for girls from tribal 

communities, addressing both societal barriers 

and the lack of infrastructure that often prevents 

girls from attending school. 

2. Culturally Inclusive Curriculum and Pedagogy 

Many NGOs and CBOs have introduced culturally 

relevant education programs that align with the 

traditions, values, and languages of tribal 

communities. Mainstream education systems often 

fail to address the cultural and linguistic diversity of 

India’s tribal populations, leading to a disconnect 

between students and their schooling. NGOs, on the 

other hand, design curricula that respect and 

incorporate local knowledge systems. 
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✓ Mother-Tongue Education: Organizations such 

as the Eklavya Foundation and Pratham have 

worked to promote mother-tongue-based 

education for tribal children, developing 

teaching materials in local languages and 

training teachers to teach in a culturally 

sensitive manner. 

✓ Preserving Indigenous Knowledge: Many 

CBOs focus on incorporating tribal knowledge 

into the school curriculum, helping preserve 

indigenous skills and traditions while providing 

formal education. For example, the Kalinga 

Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) integrates 

tribal culture, language, and traditional 

practices into its curriculum to create a more 

engaging and relevant educational experience. 

 

3. Vocational Training and Skill Development 

NGOs and CBOs often focus on providing 

vocational training and skill development programs 

to tribal youth. These programs equip them with 

practical skills that are relevant to the local economy 

and can provide alternative livelihood opportunities. 

This is especially important for tribal students who 

may not pursue higher education due to economic 

constraints. 

✓ Skill Training Programs: Organizations like 

Seva Mandir and Dharti Gramothan Evam 

Shikshan Sansthan provide skill development 

and vocational training for tribal youth in areas 

like handicrafts, agriculture, animal husbandry, 

and carpentry. These programs help bridge the 

gap between traditional knowledge and modern 

economic opportunities. 

✓ Entrepreneurial Support: Some NGOs also 

provide entrepreneurial training and financial 

support, helping tribal communities set up small 

businesses and cooperatives that improve their 

economic standing while promoting sustainable 

development. 

 

4. Reducing Dropout Rates and Promoting 

Retention 

High dropout rates are a major concern in tribal 

education, particularly at the secondary and higher 

secondary levels. NGOs and CBOs play a key role 

in addressing the factors that contribute to dropouts, 

such as economic hardship, gender discrimination, 

and cultural disconnection. They offer various 

support systems to keep children in school and 

ensure they complete their education. 

✓ Bridge Schools: NGOs like Pratham and Save 

the Children have established bridge schools to 

help students who have dropped out of the 

formal education system to reintegrate into 

mainstream schools. These schools provide 

remedial education and support to help students 

catch up and transition back into regular 

schooling. 

✓ Scholarships and Incentives: Many NGOs 

provide scholarships, uniforms, and school 

supplies to tribal students to reduce the financial 

burden on their families. Some also offer meal 

programs and health services to ensure that 

children are physically able to attend school. 

 

5. Teacher Training and Capacity Building 

In tribal areas, a major challenge is the lack of 

trained and motivated teachers who understand the 

specific needs of tribal students. NGOs and CBOs 

have taken the initiative to train local teachers, often 

from the tribal communities themselves, in 

culturally sensitive pedagogical practices and in the 

use of the local language as the medium of 

instruction. 

✓ Community Teachers: Many NGOs train 

community members to serve as teachers in 

local schools, ensuring that the teaching staff is 

culturally attuned to the students' needs and able 

to communicate in their mother tongue. For 

example, the Eklavya Foundation provides 

specialized training to teachers in tribal areas to 

improve teaching methodologies and 

incorporate local culture into the classroom. 

 

6. Advocacy and Awareness Programs 

NGOs and CBOs often serve as advocates for the 

educational rights of tribal communities. They work 

to raise awareness among tribal families about the 

importance of education and encourage parents to 

send their children to school. This advocacy role is 

essential in changing perceptions about formal 

education in tribal areas, where traditional 

livelihoods and economic challenges can lead 

families to prioritize work over schooling. 

✓ Parental Engagement: Organizations such as 

Seva Mandir and Action Aid focus on 

increasing parental involvement in their 

children's education through awareness 

campaigns, community meetings, and support 

networks that emphasize the long-term benefits 

of education. 
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✓ Education for Girls: NGOs like CRY (Child 

Rights and You) and Oxfam India actively 

promote girls' education in tribal areas, working 

to overcome cultural barriers, gender 

stereotypes, and economic constraints that often 

prevent girls from accessing formal education. 

 

7. Holistic Development Programs 

Many NGOs, such as the Kalinga Institute of Social 

Sciences (KISS), adopt a holistic approach to 

education by focusing not just on academics, but 

also on the physical, emotional, and social 

development of tribal children. These organizations 

often provide residential facilities, healthcare, 

extracurricular activities, and sports programs to 

ensure the overall well-being of students. 

✓ Health and Nutrition: Programs that provide 

free meals, healthcare services, and 

psychological support have been instrumental 

in improving student attendance and reducing 

dropout rates. NGOs like The Akshaya Patra 

Foundation focus on providing mid-day meals 

to ensure that children are not only nourished 

but also motivated to attend school. 

 

8. Creating Model Institutions for Tribal Education 

Some NGOs have established model institutions for 

tribal education that combine high academic 

standards with a focus on tribal culture and values. 

These institutions serve as examples of how 

education can be tailored to meet the specific needs 

of tribal communities while promoting their 

integration into mainstream society. 

✓ Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS): 

KISS is one of the largest fully residential 

educational institutions for tribal children in the 

world. It provides free education, 

accommodation, healthcare, and vocational 

training to over 30,000 tribal students, with a 

curriculum that balances formal education with 

tribal traditions and values. 

 

Impact of Government Schemes on Tribal Literacy 

and Enrolment Rates 

The Indian government has introduced several 

schemes and policies aimed at improving literacy 

and enrolment rates among tribal communities. 

These initiatives have played a crucial role in 

addressing the long-standing educational disparities 

between tribal populations and the general 

population. By providing financial support, 

establishing educational institutions, and 

implementing affirmative action measures, these 

schemes have led to measurable improvements in 

tribal education. However, challenges remain in 

fully realizing their potential. Below is a detailed 

analysis of the impact of key government schemes 

on tribal literacy and enrolment rates: 

1. Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) 

Launched: 1974 The Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) is one 

of the oldest and most comprehensive strategies 

aimed at promoting the socio-economic 

development of Scheduled Tribes (STs). Education 

is a key component of the TSP, with funds allocated 

for building schools, providing scholarships, and 

supporting educational infrastructure in tribal areas. 

• Impact on Literacy: The TSP has been 

instrumental in increasing the literacy rate 

among tribal populations by providing funds for 

primary and secondary education. Tribal 

literacy rates, which were significantly lower 

than the national average, have shown 

improvement over the years, with literacy rates 

rising from 47.1% in 2001 to 59% in 2011 

(Census data). 

• Impact on Enrolment: The TSP’s focus on 

expanding school infrastructure in tribal areas 

has led to an increase in enrolment, particularly 

at the primary level. By ensuring that schools 

are built closer to tribal villages, the TSP has 

made it easier for children to attend school. 

 

2. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 

Launched: 2001 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is a 

flagship government program aimed at 

universalizing elementary education across India. 

Special attention is given to marginalized groups, 

including tribal communities, to ensure that they are 

not left out of the education system. SSA includes 

provisions for building schools, training teachers, 

and providing free uniforms, books, and mid-day 

meals. 

• Impact on Literacy: SSA has contributed to an 

increase in literacy rates among tribal children 

by focusing on improving access to quality 

primary education. SSA has also worked to 

reduce the gender gap in tribal literacy by 

focusing on girls' education through initiatives 

like Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas 

(KGBV). 

• Impact on Enrolment: SSA has significantly 

improved enrolment rates in tribal areas. 

Enrolments in elementary schools increased, 

and the introduction of mid-day meals has 
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helped reduce dropout rates by incentivizing 

school attendance. 

 

3. Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) 

Launched: 2004 The KGBV scheme focuses on 

promoting education among girls, particularly those 

from disadvantaged communities, including 

Scheduled Tribes. It establishes residential schools 

for girls in remote areas to ensure that they have 

access to quality education up to the upper primary 

level. 

• Impact on Literacy: The KGBV program has 

contributed to improving literacy rates among 

tribal girls by providing them with a supportive 

environment to continue their education. 

Literacy rates among tribal women, which were 

historically low, have shown a gradual 

improvement due to this initiative. 

• Impact on Enrolment: By addressing barriers to 

girls' education, such as safety concerns and 

distance from schools, the KGBV program has 

significantly increased enrolment rates of tribal 

girls. The residential nature of the schools has 

been particularly effective in reducing dropout 

rates among adolescent girls. 

 

4. Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) 

Launched: 1997 Eklavya Model Residential Schools 

(EMRS) were established to provide quality 

secondary education to tribal students in remote 

areas. These schools are fully residential and offer 

free education, meals, and accommodation, ensuring 

that students from disadvantaged tribal backgrounds 

have access to a high standard of education. 

• Impact on Literacy: EMRS has helped raise 

literacy rates by ensuring that tribal students not 

only complete their primary education but also 

have access to quality secondary education. 

These schools aim to create an enabling 

environment for academic growth, which has a 

positive impact on long-term literacy outcomes. 

• Impact on Enrolment: EMRS has played a 

critical role in increasing enrolment at the 

secondary level among tribal students, a level 

where dropout rates were traditionally high. The 

focus on residential schooling ensures that 

students can continue their education without 

the challenges of commuting long distances or 

dealing with poor infrastructure. 

 

5. Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme 

Launched: 1944 (expanded over the years) The Post-

Matric Scholarship Scheme is one of the oldest 

affirmative action programs aimed at providing 

financial support to tribal students for pursuing 

education beyond matriculation (Class 10). The 

scheme covers tuition fees, maintenance allowances, 

and other educational expenses for students in 

secondary, higher secondary, and tertiary education. 

• Impact on Literacy: The financial support 

provided through this scheme has enabled many 

tribal students to pursue higher education, 

contributing to higher literacy and educational 

attainment rates in tribal communities. It has 

also helped reduce the financial burden on tribal 

families, encouraging more students to continue 

their education. 

• Impact on Enrolment: The scheme has 

significantly improved enrolment rates in 

secondary and tertiary education among tribal 

students. Many students who would otherwise 

drop out after primary education due to 

economic constraints have been able to 

complete their education and even pursue 

professional degrees. 

 

6. Mid-Day Meal Scheme 

Launched: 1995 The Mid-Day Meal Scheme 

provides free lunches to children in government and 

government-aided schools. This scheme aims to 

improve nutritional levels, reduce hunger, and 

encourage school attendance, particularly in 

disadvantaged communities such as tribal areas. 

• Impact on Literacy: By improving attendance 

and retention rates, the Mid-Day Meal Scheme 

indirectly contributes to better literacy 

outcomes in tribal areas. Children who are well-

nourished and attend school regularly are more 

likely to perform well academically and remain 

in the education system. 

• Impact on Enrolment: The Mid-Day Meal 

Scheme has led to a significant increase in 

enrolment, especially in primary schools. For 

many tribal families facing economic hardship, 

the provision of a free meal serves as an 

incentive to send their children to school 

regularly. 

 

7. Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009 

The Right to Education (RTE) Act guarantees free 

and compulsory education for children between the 

ages of 6 and 14. This act is particularly important 

for marginalized communities, including Scheduled 
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Tribes, as it legally mandates that every child has 

access to elementary education. 

[1] Impact on Literacy: The RTE Act has 

contributed to higher literacy rates by ensuring 

that tribal children, especially those in remote 

areas, have access to free education. It has also 

helped bridge the gap in educational 

opportunities between tribal and non-tribal 

populations. 

[2] Impact on Enrolment: The RTE Act has 

significantly boosted enrolment rates in tribal 

areas by mandating that all children attend 

school. In areas where government schools are 

scarce, the act has facilitated the establishment 

of additional educational facilities. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

 

The post-independence period has seen significant 

efforts by the Indian government to improve tribal 

education through various policies and initiatives. 

However, despite these efforts, tribal communities 

continue to face barriers that hinder their access to 

quality education. Poor infrastructure, economic 

constraints, cultural discrimination, and language 

barriers remain significant challenges. While 

literacy rates have improved, there is still a long way 

to go in achieving educational parity for tribal 

communities. A more culturally inclusive education 

system, coupled with better infrastructure and 

sustained government intervention, is essential for 

the upliftment of tribal communities in India. 
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