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Abstract—The Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) 

represents a transformative initiative in India's higher 

education landscape, introduced under the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 to foster flexibility, 

mobility, and interdisciplinary learning. This system 

functions as a digital repository where students can 

accumulate, store, transfer, and redeem credits earned 

from various recognized institutions, enabling seamless 

transitions between programs and universities. By 

integrating with the Automated Permanent Academic 

Account Registry (APAAR) ID and platforms like 

DigiLocker, ABC ensures secure management of 

academic records, promoting lifelong learning and skill 

development aligned with the National Credit 

Framework (NCrF). 

This research paper explores the conceptual 

foundations of ABC, its mechanisms for credit transfer, 

and practical implementation strategies. Drawing from 

official guidelines and empirical insights, it examines 

how ABC facilitates multiple entry and exit points in 

education, credit portability across institutions, and the 

inclusion of online, distance, and skill-based courses. 

Key benefits include enhanced student autonomy, 

reduced academic disruptions due to transfers, and 

improved employability through multidisciplinary 

pathways. However, challenges such as institutional 

adoption, technological integration, and standardization 

of credit valuation persist. 

Through an analysis of case studies from Indian 

universities like Delhi University and Banaras Hindu 

University, the paper highlights successful 

implementations and potential pitfalls. It argues that 

effective rollout requires robust policy support, capacity 

building for educators, and continuous monitoring to 

address disparities in access, particularly in rural areas. 

The study concludes with recommendations for scaling 

ABC to realize NEP 2020's vision of a student-centric 

education system. Proper referencing ensures academic 

integrity, with sources drawn from UGC documents, 

policy frameworks, and scholarly articles. 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Higher education systems worldwide are evolving to 

accommodate diverse learner needs, emphasizing 

flexibility and personalization. In India, the National 

Education Policy 2020 marks a pivotal shift from 

rigid, discipline-specific curricula to a more dynamic 

model that prioritizes credit-based learning and 

mobility. Central to this reform is the Academic Bank 

of Credits (ABC), a digital infrastructure designed to 

revolutionize how students accumulate and transfer 

academic credits. Launched in July 2021 by the 

University Grants Commission (UGC), ABC aligns 

with global practices like the UK's Credit 

Accumulation and Transfer Scheme, allowing 

students to build customized educational journeys 

across institutions. 

The ABC system operates as a virtual "bank" where 

credits earned through coursework, internships, 

online modules, or skill programs are deposited and 

managed. Each credit typically corresponds to 15-20 

hours of learning, encompassing theory, practicals, or 

experiential activities. This framework supports the 

NEP's goals of multidisciplinary education, multiple 

entry/exit options, and integration of vocational 

skills, enabling students to pause studies, switch 

institutions, or pursue dual degrees without losing 

progress. For instance, a student might complete 

foundational courses at one university, transfer 

credits to another for specialization, and redeem them 

for a degree, all tracked via a unique APAAR ID. 

Credit transfer, a core component of ABC, addresses 

longstanding issues in Indian higher education, such 

as credit incompatibility between universities and the 

rigidity of traditional programs. It promotes academic 

mobility, reduces dropout rates, and enhances equity 

by allowing learners from varied backgrounds to 

access quality education. Practical implementation 
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involves institutional registration with ABC, credit 

mapping to NCrF standards, and seamless integration 

with digital platforms like the National Academic 

Depository (NAD). 

This paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis 

of ABC and credit transfer, focusing on their 

practical rollout. It addresses the research question: 

How can ABC be effectively implemented to 

enhance student outcomes in India's diverse 

educational ecosystem? The study is structured 

around literature review, conceptual framework, 

implementation strategies, case studies, challenges, 

and conclusions. By synthesizing policy documents, 

empirical data, and expert insights, it offers 

actionable recommendations for stakeholders. With 

over 3 crore students already registered, ABC's 

potential to transform education is immense, but 

success hinges on addressing implementation gaps. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

The concept of credit-based systems in higher 

education has been extensively discussed in global 

and Indian contexts. Early frameworks, such as the 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System 

(ECTS), emphasized standardization to facilitate 

mobility across borders. In India, the UGC's Choice-

Based Credit System (CBCS), introduced in 2015, 

laid the groundwork by mandating credit allocation in 

undergraduate and postgraduate programs, promoting 

interdisciplinary choices and evaluation reforms. 

NEP 2020 builds on this by proposing ABC as a 

national-level digital repository, integrating credits 

from formal, informal, and vocational sources. 

Scholars like Naveen (2021) highlight ABC's role in 

operationalizing credit accumulation, transfer, and 

redemption, with eligibility limited initially to NAAC 

'A' grade institutions but later expanded to all HEIs. 

The policy envisions credits valid for seven years, 

allowing students to redeem them for certificates, 

diplomas, or degrees based on accumulation levels. 

Literature on credit transfer underscores its benefits 

for student retention and employability. A study by 

Eklavvya (2023) notes that ABC enables seamless 

transfers, reducing academic loss during institutional 

shifts and supporting lifelong learning. Similarly, 

Schezy (2025) discusses how ABC revolutionizes 

education by allowing credit portability, akin to U.S. 

community college transfers, fostering 

multidisciplinary paths and skill integration. 

However, challenges include varying credit 

definitions across states and institutions, potentially 

hindering uniformity. 

Implementation studies reveal mixed outcomes. The 

British Council (2023) reports that over 40 central 

universities adopted ABC early, with amendments 

allowing broader participation regardless of ranking. 

Gurukkal (2021) critiques potential 

commercialization, arguing that while ABC promotes 

trade in credits, it risks commodifying education 

without adequate quality controls. Empirical data 

from UGC shows positive impacts, such as increased 

accessibility and quality promotion through regular 

accreditation. 

Case-oriented literature, like that from Ramakrishna 

Mission Vivekananda Educational and Research 

Institute (2025), emphasizes ABC's facilitation of 

multiple entry/exit, aligning with NEP's inclusive 

vision. NLET School (2024) highlights digital 

integration with DigiLocker for secure record 

management, enabling employers to verify 

credentials efficiently. Overall, the literature affirms 

ABC's potential but calls for robust governance to 

mitigate disparities in rural-urban access and 

institutional readiness. This review synthesizes these 

insights to inform practical strategies. 

 

III. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF ABC 

 

The Academic Bank of Credits is grounded in the 

principles of flexibility, equity, and innovation 

outlined in NEP 2020. Conceptually, ABC serves as 

a centralized digital platform managed by the UGC 

and Digital India Corporation, where credits are 

treated as "currency" for academic progression. It 

encompasses credit accumulation from diverse 

sources: traditional classroom learning, online 

courses (e.g., MOOCs), internships, and skill 

certifications under NCrF. 

At its core, the framework defines a credit as one 

hour of theory or two hours of practical work per 

week over a semester, with provisions for 

experiential learning. The APAAR ID, a lifelong 

unique identifier, links all credits to an individual's 

profile, ensuring portability and verifiability through 

DigiLocker integration. This setup allows for 

multiple entry/exit: a student accumulating 40 credits 

might exit with a certificate, re-enter later to build 
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toward a diploma (80 credits) or degree (120-160 

credits). 

Credit transfer mechanisms involve mapping courses 

to equivalent learning outcomes, with institutions 

verifying compatibility before approval. The 

framework extends to school education, expanding 

ABC's scope for seamless transitions from secondary 

to higher levels. Theoretically, this promotes a 

learner-centric ecosystem, reducing silos and 

encouraging interdisciplinary studies, such as 

combining engineering with humanities. 

In practice, the conceptual model draws from 

international analogs, adapting them to India's 

context of vast diversity in institutions and learners. It 

addresses equity by recognizing non-formal learning, 

benefiting underrepresented groups. However, the 

framework's success depends on standardized credit 

valuation and technological infrastructure to prevent 

fraud or mismatches. 

 

IV. PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Implementing ABC involves multifaceted processes 

for students, institutions, and regulators. For students, 

registration begins with creating a DigiLocker 

account and generating an APAAR ID via Aadhaar 

linkage or institutional verification. Once registered, 

learners can accumulate credits by enrolling in 

courses at ABC affiliated institutions. Credits are 

automatically deposited upon completion, with 

validity up to seven years for redemption. 

Institutions must register with ABC through UGC 

portals, ensuring NAAC accreditation or equivalent 

for initial phases, though recent amendments broaden 

access. They upload credit data post-semester, 

mapping it to NCrF standards for uniformity. 

Practical steps include curriculum redesign to align 

with credit frameworks, faculty training on outcome-

based education, and integration of ERP systems with 

ABC APIs. 

Credit transfer procedures require students to apply 

via the ABC portal, specifying source and target 

institutions. The receiving university evaluates 

equivalence based on syllabi, learning hours, and 

outcomes, approving transfers within stipulated 

timelines. For example, a student transferring from a 

state university to a central one might transfer 60 

credits, covering core subjects, while supplementing 

electives at the new institution. 

Rollout strategies emphasize phased adoption: 

starting with central universities, expanding to states, 

and incorporating private HEIs. UGC conducts 

webinars and provides guidelines for on boarding, 

with metrics tracking registrations (over 3 crore 

students) and credit uploads. Practical tools include 

the ABC mobile app for real-time credit viewing and 

transfer requests. 

In vocational integration, ABC recognizes NSQF 

aligned skills, allowing credits from apprenticeships 

or online platforms like SWAYAM. Implementation 

in rural areas involves digital literacy campaigns and 

partnerships with community colleges to bridge 

access gaps. 

Monitoring ensures compliance, with UGC 

empowered to withdraw grants for non-adherence. 

Best practices from early adopters, like Solapur 

University, include automated credit auditing systems 

and student orientation programs. Overall, practical 

implementation demands collaborative efforts to 

operationalize ABC's vision effectively. 

 

V. CASE STUDIES 

 

Several Indian universities provide insights into 

ABC's practical application. Delhi University (DU), 

an early adopter, integrated ABC in 2022, allowing 

over 50,000 students to transfer credits seamlessly. 

DU's implementation involved mapping 

undergraduate programs to NCrF, enabling 

interdisciplinary electives and reducing transfer 

processing time from months to weeks. A notable 

case: A commerce student transferred 40 credits from 

an online MOOC to DU, accelerating degree 

completion by a semester. 

Banaras Hindu University (BHU) exemplifies rural-

urban bridging, registering 30,000+ students by 2024. 

BHU's strategy included faculty workshops and 

APAAR ID camps, resulting in a 20% increase in 

enrollment from vocational backgrounds. One case 

involved a student pausing studies for employment, 

redeeming accumulated credits upon return to earn a 

diploma. 

Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) focused on skill 

integration, partnering with NCVET for credit 

recognition in technical courses. Implementation led 

to 15% higher retention rates, with students 

transferring credits from polytechnics. 
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These cases demonstrate ABC's efficacy in 

promoting mobility but highlight needs for better tech 

support in smaller institutions. 

 

VI. CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 

 

Despite progress, challenges include digital divides, 

with rural students facing APAAR registration 

hurdles due to limited internet. Solutions involve 

mobile vans for ID creation and offline modes. 

Institutional resistance stems from curriculum 

misalignment; addressing this requires UGC 

mandated standardization workshops. Credit 

equivalence disputes can be resolved through 

national guidelines and AI-assisted mapping tools. 

Quality assurance risks arise from varying standards; 

regular audits and accreditation linkages mitigate 

this. Scalability demands infrastructure investment, 

with public-private partnerships funding expansions. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

 

ABC and credit transfer embody NEP 2020's 

transformative ethos, empowering students with 

flexible pathways. Practical implementation, as 

evidenced by registrations and case studies, shows 

promise for inclusive education. Future success 

requires overcoming challenges through policy 

refinements and stakeholder collaboration, ultimately 

fostering a resilient higher education system.  
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