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Abstract— Bhabani Bhattacharya’s So Many Hungers!
Is a socially committed novel that foregrounds the
interconnected crises of colonial oppression, famine, and
gendered marginalization in pre-independence India.
Among its memorable characters, Kajoli emerges as a
powerful representation of rural Indian womanhood,
embodying resilience amid extreme socio-economic
adversity. This study addresses the persistent research
problem of the marginalization and silencing of rural
women within patriarchal and colonial frameworks,
where female suffering is often normalized and rendered
invisible. The primary objective of this article is to
examine Kajoli as a feminist voice and a symbol of moral
resistance who negotiates dignity, agency, and selfhood in
a hostile social environment. Employing a close textual
analysis informed by feminist literary theory and
Gandhian ethical philosophy, the paper explores Kajoli’s
transformation from passive endurance to conscious
defiance. The analysis reveals that Kajoli’s moral
courage, rooted in ethical self-determination, challenges
both patriarchal exploitation and colonial
dehumanization without resorting to violence. The study
underscores the enduring relevance of Kajoli’s character
to contemporary discourses on rural gender
empowerment, highlighting indigenous feminist
paradigms grounded in moral strength, social
responsibility, and human dignity.

Index Terms—Kajoli; Feminist Resistance; Rural
Women; Gender Empowerment; Gandhian Ethics;
Indian English Fiction; Patriarchy; Moral Agency;
Women’s Dignity; Colonial Oppression; Rural
Feminism; Ethical Resistance

I. INTRODUCTION

Indian English fiction has consistently functioned as a
powerful medium for articulating social realities,
cultural tensions, and evolving gender discourses
within the Indian socio-historical context. From the
early nationalist writings to post-independence
narratives, Indian English novelists have foregrounded
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the lived experiences of women, particularly
highlighting the constraints imposed by patriarchy,
tradition, and socio-economic inequalities. Gender
discourse in Indian English fiction has thus moved
beyond the mere depiction of female suffering to
explore questions of agency, resistance, and selthood,
especially in relation to marginalized women whose
voices have often remained unheard within dominant
literary and social narratives.

Within this literary tradition, Bhabani Bhattacharya
occupies a distinctive position as a socially committed
novelist whose works are deeply rooted in India’s
political struggles and ethical dilemmas. Influenced by
Gandhian philosophy, Bhattacharya’s fiction reflects a
strong concern for human dignity, moral
responsibility, and social justice. His novels
interrogate the destructive impact of colonial
exploitation, economic deprivation, and moral decay
on Indian society while simultaneously envisioning
possibilities of ethical resistance and regeneration.
Rather than presenting characters as passive victims of
historical forces, Bhattacharya endows them with
moral consciousness and the capacity for
transformation.

So Many Hungers! (1947), set against the backdrop of
colonial India, the Bengal famine of 1943, and the
Indian freedom struggle, exemplifies Bhattacharya’s
socio-political vision. The novel exposes multiple
forms of hunger physical, moral, and spiritual
produced by colonial misrule and social inequities.
Amid widespread starvation, displacement, and
exploitation, women emerge as the most vulnerable
victims, subjected to economic desperation and sexual
commodification. Yet, the narrative also offers
moments of resistance that challenge this grim reality.
Among the novel’s characters, Kajoli stands out as a
significant female protagonist who embodies the
suffering and strength of rural Indian womanhood. As
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a famine-stricken village girl, Kajoli initially appears
as a silent sufferer of circumstances beyond her
control. However, her gradual moral awakening and
conscious rejection of exploitation mark a decisive
shift from victimhood to agency. Kajoli’s choices,
rooted in ethical self-respect and inner strength,
challenge conventional representations of rural
women as passive and powerless.

This article seeks to address the critical gap in existing
scholarship that often marginalizes Kajoli’s role as a
feminist figure by reading her primarily as a symbol of
suffering rather than resistance. The central research
question guiding this study is: How does Kajoli’s
moral defiance articulate a feminist voice within the
intersecting structures of patriarchy and colonial
oppression? This article argues that Kajoli emerges as
a feminist voice who resists patriarchal oppression
through moral courage, self-sacrifice, and ethical
agency, thereby offering an indigenous model of
gender empowerment grounded in Gandhian ethics.
By foregrounding Kajoli’s resistance, the study
contributes to broader feminist and postcolonial
discourses on rural women’s empowerment in Indian
English fiction.

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Bhabani Bhattacharya’s So Many Hungers! (1947) has
received considerable attention from literary critics
and scholars for its intricate portrayal of socio-political
crises in colonial India. Early critical responses largely
focus on the novel’s social realism and its ethical
engagement with famine and colonial exploitation.
Scholars such as M. K. Naik (2004) highlight
Bhattacharya’s commitment to depicting human
suffering in a morally conscious framework,
emphasizing the ethical dilemmas faced by individuals
under colonial misrule. R. K. Dhawan (1991) further
observes that Bhattacharya’s characters, while
grounded in historical realities, often serve as moral
exemplars, navigating complex social hierarchies
through acts of conscience. These studies foreground
the narrative’s political dimension and Bhattacharya’s
humanistic ethos but tend to treat female characters,
including Kajoli, as supporting figures rather than
autonomous agents.

Subsequent scholarship has explored Gandhian
influences in Bhattacharya’s works, emphasizing the
ethical and moral framework that shapes character
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behavior. Gandhian feminism, as articulated by
scholars such as Kumkum Sangari and Usha Thakkar,
highlights the role of women as moral and social
agents, capable of resisting oppression through ethical
action, self-discipline, and non-violence. Gandhi’s
conceptualization of women as bearers of moral
authority provides a lens through which rural female
empowerment can be analyzed in literature. Kajoli’s
choices, particularly her refusal to submit to
exploitation, align closely with this Gandhian ideal,
illustrating the intersection of ethical consciousness
and gendered resistance. However, much of the
existing research emphasizes Gandhian ideals in
general without a focused application to rural women
characters in literary texts.

In the broader field of Indian English literature,
feminist criticism has extensively examined the
representation of rural women, particularly in works
by Mahasweta Devi, Phanishwarnath Renu, and
Krishna Sobti. These studies emphasize intersectional
oppression, examining how caste, class, gender, and
colonial history collectively shape women’s lives.
Gayatri Spivak’s seminal essay “Can the Subaltern
Speak?” (1988) and Chandra Talpade Mohanty’s
analyses of third-world women’s representation argue
for reading women not as passive victims but as active
subjects negotiating power within structural
constraints. These theoretical insights are critical in
understanding the rural female experience,
demonstrating that empowerment can exist in ethical
and moral acts rather than only through overt political
or social rebellion.

Despite this rich scholarship, a significant research gap
persists concerning Kajoli. While critics acknowledge
her suffering as a famine-stricken village girl, few
studies have examined her agency, ethical defiance,
and feminist consciousness. Kajoli is often presented
as a victim of patriarchal and colonial oppression
rather than as an empowered subject who actively
negotiates her moral and social identity. There is
limited exploration of her role as a feminist figure
whose actions challenge gendered exploitation while
embodying Gandhian principles of non-violence, self-
respect, and moral courage. By foregrounding Kajoli’s
ethical and feminist agency, the present study seeks to
fill this gap, offering a nuanced reading that situates
her as a symbol of rural Indian women’s
empowerment, rather than merely a passive sufferer.
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I[II.THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The present study employs a dual theoretical
framework, combining feminist literary theory
specifically, Indian or contextual feminism with
Gandhian ethical philosophy, to analyze Kajoli’s
character in So Many Hungers! This approach is
particularly suited to exploring the intersections of
gender, morality, and socio-political oppression in
colonial India, enabling a nuanced reading of rural
women’s empowerment that is both culturally
grounded and ethically informed.
A. Feminist Literary Theory (Indian/Contextual
Feminism)
Feminist literary theory provides a critical lens for
examining gendered representations, power structures,
and the marginalization of women in literature.
However, Western feminist models often prioritize
individualistic,  rights-based, or revolutionary
paradigms, which may not fully capture the lived
realities of rural Indian women. To address this
limitation, the study adopts Indian contextual
feminism, which considers the intersection of gender
with caste, class, colonial history, and rural socio-
economic conditions (Sangari & Tharu, 1989;
Mohanty, 1988). This perspective allows for an
understanding of empowerment that is negotiated
within cultural, social, and moral frameworks, rather
than imposed externally.
Through this lens, Kajoli is analyzed not merely as a
passive victim of famine, poverty, and patriarchy, but
as an agent who exercises ethical and moral choice,
asserting dignity and self-respect within the
constraints of her rural environment. Contextual
feminism provides the theoretical tools to explore how
agency and resistance are enacted subtly, relationally,
and morally, rather than solely through overt
confrontation or rebellion.

B. Gandhian Ideology on Women, Dignity, and
Moral Resistance
Gandhian philosophy further informs this study by
emphasizing the ethical dimensions of women’s
empowerment. Gandhi envisioned women as bearers
of moral authority, capable of resisting social injustice
through non-violence (ahimsa), truth (satya), self-
sacrifice, and moral courage (Thakkar & Mehta,
2011). Within this framework, empowerment is not
measured purely by social or political power but by the
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ability to exercise agency ethically and maintain
dignity under oppression.

Kajoli’s refusal to submit to sexual exploitation, her
ethical self-determination, and her steadfast
commitment to dignity exemplify Gandhian
principles. By applying Gandhian ideology, the study
reads her resistance as moral defiance, showing that
empowerment can manifest as ethical and culturally
grounded agency, which challenges patriarchal and
colonial structures simultaneously.

C. Key Concepts

Gender Empowerment The ability of women to assert
agency, make ethical choices, and negotiate dignity
within socio-cultural constraints. In Kajoli’s case,
empowerment is reflected in moral courage rather than
overt social rebellion.

Patriarchy The systemic domination of women
through social, economic, and cultural structures.
Kajoli’s experiences of marginalization, exploitation,
and silencing highlight the pervasive patriarchal norms
in rural colonial India.

Agency and Resistance The capacity of individuals to
act intentionally and ethically in the face of
oppression. Kajoli demonstrates resistance not
through physical confrontation but through deliberate
moral choices that assert her self-respect and challenge
social hierarchies.

D. Justification for Choosing This Framework

The integration of contextual feminist theory and
Gandhian philosophy is particularly appropriate for
this study for several reasons:

Cultural Relevance: Indian contextual feminism
acknowledges the socio-cultural specificity of rural
women, aligning with Kajoli’s lived realities.

Ethical Perspective: Gandhian philosophy provides a
framework to understand empowerment as ethical and
moral, not merely political or physical.

Analytical Depth: The combined framework allows a
multidimensional reading of Kajoli’s resistance,
situating her as both a feminist subject and a morally
conscious agent.

Bridging Gaps: Existing scholarship often emphasizes
either Gandhian ideals or rural feminist critique but
rarely integrates the two to analyze female agency
within colonial and patriarchal oppression. This
framework fills that gap.
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By employing this dual theoretical lens, the study can
situate  Kajoli’s moral defiance and feminist
consciousness within the intersecting contexts of
gender, culture, and colonial history, offering a
nuanced  understanding of rural women’s
empowerment in Indian English fiction.

IV. KAJOLI AS A VICTIM OF PATRIARCHAL
AND COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Bhabani  Bhattacharya’s So Many Hungers!
Foregrounds the intersectional vulnerabilities faced by
rural women under the combined pressures of colonial
exploitation, famine, and entrenched patriarchal
norms. Kajoli, the novel’s central female protagonist,
exemplifies the systemic marginalization of rural
women, whose suffering is compounded by poverty
and socio-political neglect. Her experiences reflect not
only individual hardships but also the structural
inequities that define the lives of women in famine-
stricken colonial India.

A. Poverty, Famine, and Gendered Suffering

The Bengal famine of 1943, a pivotal backdrop of the
narrative, amplifies the vulnerability of rural
populations. Poverty and scarcity of resources
disproportionately affect women, as societal norms
often prioritize men and children in food distribution
and survival strategies. Kajoli’s early life is marked by
material deprivation, hunger, and the constant threat of
malnutrition, highlighting how colonial policies and
economic mismanagement exacerbate women’s
suffering. Bhattacharya portrays her not merely as a
passive observer of these crises but as a living
embodiment of structural inequities, whose physical
and emotional endurance mirrors the collective
hardships of rural women during famines.

B. Exploitation of Women During Crisis

The famine context renders women particularly
susceptible to exploitation, both within domestic
spaces and in the broader socio-economic
environment. Kajoli’s experiences reveal the gendered
dimension of crisis, where survival pressures can
compel women into morally compromising situations,
such as forced labor or the threat of sexual
commodification. Her position within a patriarchal
society restricts her mobility and autonomy, exposing
her to social and physical vulnerabilities. Through
Kajoli, Bhattacharya wunderscores that women’s
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oppression is multilayered: it is at once economic,
social, and moral, reflecting a system where
patriarchal and colonial structures intersect to
perpetuate inequality.

C. Social Vulnerability of Rural Women

Rural women’s social vulnerability extends beyond
immediate survival concerns. Cultural norms and
hierarchical social structures often silence their voices,
denying them agency and recognition in decision-
making processes. Kajoli’s early existence within her
village reflects these constraints: she is expected to
endure hardship silently, conforming to societal
expectations of feminine submission. This social
silencing not only intensifies her marginalization but
also underscores a broader pattern in which rural
women are rendered invisible in historical and literary
narratives, despite their centrality to community
survival.

D. Kajoli’s Early Silence and Endurance

In the early portions of the novel, Kajoli’s character
embodies stoic endurance and silent suffering. Her
quiet compliance with social and familial expectations
initially positions her as a symbol of victimhood,
reflecting the normative roles imposed on rural
women. This silence, however, should not be read as
passive weakness. Instead, it serves as a narrative
strategy through which Bhattacharya illustrates the
constraints under which women operate and the moral
and emotional resilience required simply to survive.
Kajoli’s early endurance foreshadows the emergence
of her ethical and feminist agency, highlighting the
transition from survival-driven compliance to
conscious defiance later in the narrative.

Through this lens, Kajoli’s victimhood is both personal
and representative. While she experiences the
immediate consequences of famine, poverty, and
patriarchal domination, her story also symbolizes the
collective marginalization of rural women under
colonial rule. By situating Kajoli within these
intersecting structures of oppression, Bhattacharya
sets the stage for her later moral awakening and
resistance, emphasizing that empowerment in such
contexts emerges not automatically but through
deliberate ethical and social negotiation.
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V. KAJOLT’S DEFIANCE: EMERGENCE OF
FEMINIST CONSCIOUSNESS

In So Many Hungers! Kajoli’s journey from silent
endurance to active defiance represents a critical
exploration of feminist consciousness in a rural
colonial context. Bhattacharya’s portrayal of Kajoli
underscores the emergence of ethical agency, moral
courage, and self-respect, marking her transformation
from a marginalized victim to a figure of
empowerment.

A. Moral Awakening and Self-Realization

Kajoli’s defiance begins with a gradual moral
awakening, where she recognizes the inequities and
injustices that govern her social world. Living through
famine and patriarchal oppression, she develops a keen
awareness of the limitations imposed on her as a rural
woman. This self-realization is not merely intellectual
but deeply ethical: Kajoli begins to discern right from
wrong in situations where survival and dignity are in
conflict. Bhattacharya presents her introspection as a
form of silent resistance, demonstrating that
consciousness is a precursor to action. Her moral
awakening aligns with the principles of contextual
feminism, which emphasizes women’s agency as
rooted in culturally and ethically informed decision-
making.

B. Rejection of Sexual Exploitation

A defining moment of Kajoli’s feminist awakening is
her rejection of sexual exploitation, which functions as
both a personal and political act of resistance. In the
famine-stricken village, women’s bodies are often
treated as commodities or bargaining tools for
survival, reflecting the dual oppression of patriarchy
and poverty. Kajoli’s refusal to succumb to such
coercion signifies a reclamation of bodily autonomy.
This defiance is not an impulsive reaction but a
deliberate  ethical choice, demonstrating her
understanding of dignity and self-respect as non-
negotiable. Through this act, Bhattacharya positions
Kajoli as an active agent who challenges societal
expectations while asserting the moral authority of
women over their own bodies.

C. Resistance through Ethical Choices

Kajoli’s resistance is rooted in ethical decision-
making, exemplifying the Gandhian concept of non-
violent defiance. She does not rely on physical

IJIRT 190849

confrontation or radical rebellion; instead, her
empowerment emerges through intentional, morally
guided actions. By navigating crises with wisdom,
courage, and principled endurance, Kajoli
demonstrates that feminist resistance can operate
through moral agency, challenging the patriarchal and
colonial structures that seek to exploit and subjugate
her. Her choices highlight the broader theme that
empowerment does not necessarily require overt
political action it can manifest in everyday ethical
assertiveness and steadfast moral resolve.

D. Assertion of Bodily Autonomy and Dignity
Kajoli’s conscious assertion of her bodily autonomy
and personal dignity represents the culmination of her
feminist consciousness. She refuses to allow societal
norms or economic desperation to dictate the limits of
her selfhood. In doing so, she embodies a form of
ethical feminism, where empowerment is defined by
the ability to make autonomous, morally sound
decisions in oppressive circumstances. Her bodily
autonomy is not an abstract principle but a lived
reality, demonstrating that even within restrictive rural
and patriarchal contexts, women can exercise agency
that challenges entrenched norms.

Through these acts of defiance, Kajoli transcends the
role of passive victimhood, emerging as a symbol of
moral courage and ethical empowerment. Her journey
illustrates that feminist consciousness in rural colonial
India is often expressed through resilience, ethical
reasoning, and self-respect, rather than through overt
confrontation or institutional rebellion. Bhattacharya’s
nuanced portrayal of Kajoli thereby redefines the
parameters of rural women’s resistance, highlighting
that empowerment can coexist with moral integrity,
cultural awareness, and contextual ethical decision-
making.

VI. GANDHIAN FEMINISM AND KAJOLI’S
EMPOWERMENT

Kajoli’s journey in So Many Hungers! Is profoundly
shaped by principles that resonate with Gandhian
philosophy, particularly the intertwining of morality,
non-violence, and ethical agency. Bhattacharya’s
portrayal of Kajoli reflects the influence of Gandhian
ideals on women’s empowerment, highlighting how
moral courage and spiritual strength can serve as
transformative tools against systemic oppression.
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A. Influence of Gandhian Values on Kajoli’s Actions

Gandhi’s teachings emphasize truth (satya), non-
violence (ahimsa), self-discipline, and moral
responsibility, particularly in relation to women’s
social and ethical roles (Thakkar & Mehta, 2011).
Kajoli embodies these principles in her daily actions
and responses to adversity. Her moral deliberation,
manifested in choosing integrity over survival-
compromising options, reflects a conscious adherence
to ethical values. Bhattacharya presents her as a
character whose resistance is guided by an internal
moral compass, rather than by external social or
political pressures, demonstrating how Gandhian
ethics can be operationalized in literature to represent
women’s empowerment.

B. Non-Violent Resistance and Inner Strength

Unlike revolutionary or confrontational forms of
feminist action, Kajoli’s empowerment is expressed
through non-violent resistance. In the context of
famine, poverty, and patriarchal control, her refusal to
submit to exploitation is a deliberate, peaceful
defiance that challenges social norms without
resorting to aggression. This approach mirrors
Gandhi’s vision of inner strength as a tool of
resistance, where the assertion of dignity, moral
courage, and ethical choice becomes a potent
instrument against injustice. Kajoli’s resistance
underscores that true empowerment may be expressed
through resilience and principled endurance, reflecting
the Gandhian ideal that moral fortitude often surpasses
physical power in effecting change.

C. Spiritual Empowerment over Physical Power
Kajoli’s empowerment is primarily spiritual and
ethical, rather than material or political. Bhattacharya
emphasizes that her dignity and self-respect are her
primary sources of power, enabling her to navigate
oppressive structures while maintaining moral
authority. In doing so, Kajoli demonstrates that
empowerment in rural, patriarchal, and colonial
contexts does not necessarily require physical
rebellion. Instead, it can emerge from self-realization,
ethical integrity, and spiritual resilience. By
prioritizing moral and spiritual strength, Kajoli reflects
a distinctly Gandhian form of empowerment,
illustrating that women’s agency can be expressed
through internal mastery and ethical discernment, even
in conditions of extreme deprivation.
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D. Kajoli as a Symbol of Ethical Feminism

Kajoli’s character exemplifies what may be termed
ethical feminism, a form of empowerment that
integrates feminist consciousness with moral
responsibility. She challenges both patriarchal and
colonial oppression not through violence but through
principled action, self-respect, and moral courage. Her
decisions ranging from refusing sexual exploitation to
maintaining dignity amidst systemic deprivation
illustrate that ethical agency is a powerful instrument
of resistance. In this sense, Kajoli emerges as a
symbolic figure of Gandhian feminist empowerment,
demonstrating that resistance can be non-
confrontational, morally guided, and culturally
contextualized, yet profoundly transformative.

By combining feminist ideals with Gandhian ethical
principles, Bhattacharya’s narrative foregrounds a
model of rural female empowerment that is
contextually grounded, morally coherent, and ethically
inspiring, offering valuable insights for contemporary
discussions on gender, morality, and social justice in
India.

VII. KAJOLI AS THE VOICE OF RURAL INDIAN
WOMEN

Kajoli’s character in So Many Hungers! Transcends
her individual narrative to emerge as a representative
voice of rural Indian women, whose lives are often
marginalized within both historical and literary
discourses. Through her ethical defiance, moral
courage, and principled agency, Kajoli embodies the
experiences, struggles, and aspirations of countless
rural women, making her a symbolic articulation of
collective rural womanhood.

A. Representation of Collective Rural Womanhood
Bhattacharya situates Kajoli within a socio-economic
environment marked by famine, poverty, and
patriarchal control. While these hardships are
individual in her experience, they are also collectively
shared by the rural female populace, who navigate
similar constraints daily. Kajoli’s endurance, moral
discernment, and eventual resistance reflect the
resilience, intelligence, and ethical strength of rural
women. She gives literary expression to their
suppressed voices, highlighting issues such as
gendered deprivation, exploitation during crises, and
social marginalization. By foregrounding her
experiences, the novel acknowledges rural women not
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merely as passive victims but as agents of moral and
social insight, whose lived realities deserve
recognition and study.

B. Breaking Stereotypes of Passive Femininity
Kajoli’s narrative challenges traditional literary and
societal stereotypes that portray rural women as docile,
submissive, and dependent. Her refusal to succumb to
sexual exploitation, her deliberate ethical decision-
making, and her assertion of personal dignity
demonstrate that femininity can coexist with agency
and moral assertiveness. Bhattacharya constructs her
character to defy normative expectations: she is
neither a silent martyr nor a reactive rebel, but a
conscious actor navigating social, ethical, and cultural
pressures. In doing so, Kajoli redefines passive
femininity, showing that empowerment may be subtle,
contextually situated, and ethically grounded rather
than overtly confrontational or Westernized.

C. Empowerment without Western Feminist
Aggression

While Western feminist paradigms often emphasize
confrontation, legal rights, or aggressive assertion of
equality, Kajoli exemplifies a culturally contextualized
form of empowerment. Her resistance is rooted in
moral agency, Gandhian non-violence, and ethical
self-determination, reflecting the lived realities of
rural Indian women. By acting within her social and
cultural framework, Kajoli demonstrates that
empowerment can be realized without adopting
aggressive or external models, thereby offering an
indigenous feminist paradigm. This model is
particularly significant for rural communities, where
social, economic, and familial constraints may limit
the feasibility of overt political activism.

D. Relevance to Contemporary Rural India

Kajoli’s experiences and strategies of resistance
remain highly relevant to contemporary rural India,
where women continue to face patriarchal control,
socio-economic marginalization, and limited access to
education and healthcare. Her story provides insights
into ethical decision-making, moral courage, and
contextually informed empowerment, offering a
template for understanding how rural women assert
agency within restrictive social structures. Kajoli’s
voice underscores the importance of cultural
sensitivity in feminist praxis, advocating for
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empowerment strategies that are responsive to local
realities, socially sustainable, and ethically coherent.
Through Kajoli, Bhattacharya not only narrates an
individual journey of empowerment but also amplifies
the collective voice of rural Indian women,
demonstrating that agency, dignity, and moral courage
are attainable even under severe structural constraints.
Her representation bridges literature and social
commentary, providing a powerful lens to examine
gender justice, rural resilience, and ethical feminism in
both historical and contemporary contexts.

VIII. DISCUSSION

The analysis of Kajoli in So Many Hungers! Reveals
the complex interplay of individual agency, moral
courage, and socio-cultural constraints, positioning
her as a significant figure in feminist literary studies.
Kajoli’s journey from silent endurance to ethical
defiance exemplifies feminist resistance rooted in
contextually grounded moral consciousness, rather
than overt political or social rebellion. This discussion
explores the broader implications of her character by
examining the intersection of gender, class, and
colonialism, comparing her with other female figures
in Indian English literature, and situating her
contribution within feminist discourse.

A. Kajoli’s Defiance as Feminist Resistance

Kajoli’s acts of defiance, including her refusal to
submit to sexual exploitation and her assertion of
bodily autonomy, signify a subtle yet profound form of
feminist resistance. Unlike characters who engage in
explicit confrontation or political activism, Kajoli’s
resistance is ethical, relational, and morally informed,
reflecting a version of feminism that emphasizes self-
respect, dignity, and moral agency. Her defiance
illustrates that feminist consciousness can be
expressed through everyday ethical choices, aligning
with contextual feminist frameworks that recognize
the constraints of rural life, poverty, and patriarchal
expectations. In this sense, Kajoli is both a product of
her environment and an agent who actively challenges
oppressive norms through principled action.

B. Intersection of Gender, Class, and Colonialism

Kajoli’s experiences are shaped not only by her gender
but also by her class position and the colonial context
in which she lives. The famine and scarcity depicted in
the novel reflect colonial mismanagement and
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structural  inequality, ~which  exacerbate the
vulnerabilities of rural women. Poverty and social
marginalization intersect with patriarchal norms to
limit Kajoli’s options, yet she navigates these
challenges through ethical resistance and self-
determination.  This intersectional perspective
demonstrates that rural women’s oppression cannot be
understood solely in terms of gender; it is compounded
by class, economic precarity, and the broader political
context. Kajoli’s defiance thus serves as a lens to
examine the interconnected nature of social
hierarchies,  illustrating the need for a
multidimensional approach in feminist literary studies.

C. Comparison with Other Female Figures in Indian
English Fiction

In the broader corpus of Indian English literature,
female protagonists such as Mahasweta Devi’s Jhilik,
Phanishwarnath Renu’s female villagers, or Kamala
Markandaya’s women characters similarly navigate
patriarchal and socio-economic constraints. However,
Kajoli’s distinction lies in her ethical and moral
agency, which is deeply influenced by Gandhian
values. While other female figures may engage in
overt resistance or revolt, Kajoli demonstrates that
empowerment can emerge from moral choice and
principled endurance, emphasizing internal strength
over external confrontation. This positions her as a
unique model of indigenous feminist resistance,
bridging the ethical, cultural, and socio-political
dimensions of empowerment in Indian English fiction.

D. Broader Implications for Feminist Literary Studies
Kajoli’s narrative has significant implications for
feminist literary criticism. First, it challenges the
tendency to interpret rural women in literature solely
as victims, highlighting the agency and moral
resilience inherent in their lived experiences. Second,
it demonstrates that feminist consciousness in colonial
and rural contexts can operate through ethical and
relational forms of resistance rather than through overt
activism, providing a more culturally sensitive and
nuanced framework for analysis. Third, Kajoli’s story
underscores the importance of integrating ethical,
Gandhian, and contextual feminist perspectives into
literary studies, offering a model for analyzing
characters whose empowerment is shaped by local
moral, social, and historical conditions. Finally, the
study encourages a reconsideration of feminist
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paradigms in literature, advocating for approaches that
are inclusive, intersectional, and attuned to culturally
specific forms of resistance.

In summary, Kajoli’s defiance exemplifies feminist
resistance that is morally, socially, and culturally
situated, illuminating the potential for rural women to
assert agency, dignity, and ethical authority even in the
face of systemic oppression. Her character expands the
horizons of feminist literary analysis by demonstrating
that empowerment is not monolithic; it can emerge
through ethical resilience, contextualized agency, and
principled defiance, offering enduring insights for
contemporary feminist discourse.

IX. CONCLUSION

This study has examined Kajoli’s character in Bhabani
Bhattacharya’s So Many Hungers! As a compelling
embodiment of rural women’s feminist consciousness
and ethical agency within the intersecting frameworks
of poverty, patriarchy, and colonial oppression. The
analysis has highlighted her journey from silent
endurance to principled defiance, illustrating how
moral courage, ethical decision-making, and self-
respect can constitute a powerful form of resistance,
particularly in culturally and socially constrained
environments.

A. Summary of Key Arguments

The paper demonstrates that Kajoli’'s early
victimhood, shaped by famine, poverty, and
patriarchal ~ domination, evolves into ethical
empowerment through moral awakening and self-
realization. Her rejection of sexual exploitation,
assertion of bodily autonomy, and principled
resistance exemplify a feminist consciousness rooted
in Gandhian ethics and contextual morality. By
foregrounding her choices and moral agency, the study
positions Kajoli as a symbol of indigenous feminist
resistance, challenging the stereotypes of passive
femininity prevalent in both rural society and literary
narratives. Furthermore, her experiences illuminate
the intersection of gender, class, and colonialism,
showing how empowerment emerges through
resilience, ethical deliberation, and spiritual strength
rather than overt confrontation alone.

B. Kajoli as an Enduring Feminist Icon
Kajoli’s character transcends the historical and socio-
cultural confines of colonial India to emerge as an
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enduring feminist icon. She embodies a form of
empowerment that is ethical, contextually grounded,
and morally principled, demonstrating that feminist
agency need not mimic Western paradigms of
confrontation to be effective. Her story underscores
the importance of moral courage, dignity, and ethical
integrity as vital instruments of resistance for rural
women, offering a model of empowerment that
resonates in both historical and contemporary
contexts.

C. Contribution of the Study to Gender and Literary
Discourse

By examining Kajoli through the lens of contextual
feminism and Gandhian philosophy, this study
contributes to literary and gender discourse in several
ways:

It highlights the agency of rural women in literature,
challenging their conventional depiction as passive or
victimized.

It demonstrates the interconnectedness of ethics,
morality, and feminist empowerment, offering a
nuanced framework for understanding resistance.

It bridges Indian literary studies and feminist theory,
providing a culturally sensitive methodology to
analyze rural female protagonists.

It enriches discussions on Gandhian feminism,
illustrating the applicability of ethical principles to
literary character analysis and contemporary debates
on women’s empowerment.

D. Scope for Further Research

The study opens avenues for further scholarly
exploration. Future research may include:
Comparative studies of rural female protagonists
across Indian English fiction, highlighting variations
in agency, moral courage, and socio-cultural
constraints.

Eco-feminist analyses, examining the intersection of
environmental crisis, famine, and women’s
empowerment, as reflected in Bhattacharya’s
depiction of rural life.

Postcolonial feminist perspectives, situating rural
women’s ethical resistance within broader discourses
on colonial exploitation, social hierarchy, and
gendered subjugation.

Such inquiries can extend the understanding of rural
women’s empowerment in literature, demonstrating
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how ethical, cultural, and social dimensions
collectively inform feminist consciousness.

In conclusion, Kajoli’s narrative exemplifies a
resilient, morally grounded, and contextually situated
feminist subject, offering enduring lessons on ethical
resistance, rural empowerment, and the transformative
potential of women’s agency. Her voice continues to
resonate as a critical site of feminist intervention,
affirming the relevance of literature in articulating and
amplifying the struggles and triumphs of rural women
in India.
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