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Abstract—The ecological catastrophe and the rapid 

growth of technology are two interconnected worldwide 

concerns that are increasingly reflected in literary 

discourse in the twenty-first century. This study looks at 

how modern literature creates inventive eco-narratives 

that subvert conventional anthropocentric viewpoints by 

fusing depictions of nature with artificial intelligence. 

The study investigates how artificial intelligence serves 

as a narrative mediator between people and the natural 

world, drawing on eco-critical and posthuman 

theoretical frameworks. Forests, ecosystems, and 

landscapes are no more passive settings in these stories; 

instead, they become active agents whose meanings are 

frequently deciphered by algorithms, data systems, and 

digital awareness. The study makes the case that by 

extending narrative agency to non-human elements, such 

as technological systems, these representations reshape 

ecological knowledge in the Anthropocene. In the end, 

the study shows that modern eco-fiction emphasizes 

sustainable living in a technologically mediated world 

and promotes a cooperative and morally responsible 

interaction between humans, technology, and nature. 

 

Index Terms—Ecocriticism, Artificial Intelligence, 

Contemporary Fiction, Posthumanism, Anthropocene. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

One of the defining characteristics of modern global 

discourse is the intersection of ecological concerns 

with technological advancement. Deforestation, 

biodiversity loss, climate change, and environmental 

degradation have forced society to look for remedies 

that go beyond conventional human-centered 

strategies. Artificial intelligence, data-driven 

environmental monitoring, and smart ecological 

systems are examples of technological innovations 

that have become important instruments for 

comprehending and resolving these challenges. 

However, these advancements also bring up moral 

concerns about technological dependence, ecological 

exploitation, and human dominance. By providing 

fictional places where environmental crises and 

artificial intelligence coexist, contemporary fiction 

actively engages with this nexus of ecology and 

technology. Nature has historically been depicted in 

literature as a static backdrop or a symbolic presence. 

Modern eco-narratives, on the other hand, give nature 

agency by portraying rivers, woods, and ecosystems as 

dynamic, adaptable forces. The metaphorical 

transition "from forest to algorithm" represents a 

change from experiential, organic knowledge to 

technology mediated environmental awareness. 

 

This transformation is best illustrated by Barbara 

Kingsolver's Flight Behavior, which connects 

ecological change to actual human experience. "The 

shifting migration of monarch butterflies signals the 

changing climate, revealing the intimate connection 

between humans and the environment," as the book 

puts it. These stories show how observation, data, and 

interpretation—often with the help of scientific and 

technological frameworks—shape ecological 

knowledge. 

In order to challenge anthropocentrism, rethink eco-

narratives, and advance ethical ecological 

consciousness in the Anthropocene, this study 

explores how modern fiction incorporates nature and 

artificial intelligence. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

According to Lawrence Buell and Greg Garrard, eco-

criticism highlights how literature can influence 

ethical responsibility and environmental 

consciousness. While Garrard note’s recurrent eco-

critical themes like wilderness, apocalypse, dwelling, 

and sustainability, Buell contends that literary texts are 

essential for developing ecological imagination. 



Shaping Minds, Shaping Futures: Realizing the Vision of NEP-2020                  ISSN: 2349-6002 
through AI and Human Potential in Higher Education 

191066 © IJIRT | www.ijirt.org JANUARY 2026 776 

By challenging human exceptionalism, posthuman 

theorists like Timothy Morton and Donna Haraway 

advance ecological inquiry. While Morton's theory of 

"hyper objects" emphasizes natural phenomena—like 

climate change—that are beyond human 

comprehension, Haraway's idea of "staying with the 

trouble" promotes coexistence with non-human 

creatures. Global ecological consciousness and the 

idea of "slow violence," which highlights the long-

term effects of environmental deterioration, are 

emphasized by academics like Ursula Heise and Rob 

Nixon. 

While posthumanism and eco-criticism are often 

discussed in the literature, artificial intelligence as a 

narrative agency in eco-fiction has received less 

attention. By investigating how AI modifies ecological 

narrative and mediates human-nature relationships, 

this work fills this crucial gap. 

 

III. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 

PRESENT STUDY AIMS TO 

1. Examine how nature is portrayed in modern eco-

fiction.  

2. Examine how artificial intelligence influences 

ecological narratives.  

3. Examine how posthumanism and eco-criticism 

connect in contemporary writing.  

4. Examine how narrative agency is redefined beyond 

the human in modern literature. 

 

IV. HYPOTHESIS 

 

PRIMARY HYPOTHESIS: 

Artificial intelligence serves as a narrative mediator 

that promotes ecological awareness and ethical 

reflection in the Anthropocene period, while 

contemporary eco-fiction reimagines nature as an 

active and responsive agent. 

 

SECONDARY HYPOTHESIS: 

Environmental processes that are not apparent to 

humans can be represented thanks to artificial 

intelligence. Eco-narratives encourage ecological 

stewardship and criticize how humans misuse the 

natural world. By combining ecological and AI themes, 

anthropocentric narratives are challenged and 

posthuman viewpoints that emphasize 

interconnectedness are advanced. 

 

V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 

A qualitative and analytical research approach is used 

in the study. Primary texts are chosen from modern 

fiction that addresses issues related to technology and 

the environment. Interdisciplinary research, 

posthuman studies, and eco-critical theory are 

examples of secondary sources. Rather than using 

actual facts, the analysis concentrates on 

representational frameworks, storytelling techniques, 

and thematic trends. 

 

VI. NATURE REIMAGINED: ECO-NARRATIVES 

IN CONTEMPORARY FICTION: 

 

Nature is increasingly portrayed in modern fiction as a 

dynamic, alive, and receptive entity. Ecosystems are 

shown as delicate systems influenced by 

industrialization, technological surveillance, and 

climate upheaval. These stories emphasize 

vulnerability and interconnectedness rather than 

romanticizing nature. The Overstory by Richard 

Powers is a prime example of this reinvention of 

nature."The trees remember, and they tell stories; each 

life is connected, and human actions ripple through the 

forest," as the book puts it. Here, nature challenges 

human-centered viewpoints and strengthens 

ecological connection since it has memory, agency, 

and narrative authority. These stories emphasize 

responsibility and sustainable cohabitation while 

challenging readers to reevaluate their relationship 

with the natural world. 

 

VII. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

ASNARRATIVE MEDIATOR 

 

Artificial intelligence frequently functions as an 

observer, translator, or archivist of environmental 

knowledge in modern eco-fiction. AI creates 

understandable narratives from climate data, 

extinction trends, and ecological shifts. AI expands 

narrative authority beyond human characters through 

this mediation. 

This function of technology is demonstrated in 

Margaret Atwood's Oryx and Crake: "Crake's 

bioengineered creations are meant to repair ecological 

damage, but they also reveal humanity's ethical 

failures." AI and biotechnology both provide answers 
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and highlight ethical conundrums, raising concerns 

about whether technological intervention can actually 

make up for environmental damage. These texts 

reinforce posthuman ecological consciousness by 

blurring the line between human knowledge and 

machine intelligence by presenting AI as a narrative 

mediator. 

 

VIII. ECO-NARRATIVES IN ANTHROPOCENE 

 

An era characterized by permanent human effect on 

the planet is known as the Anthropocene. This state is 

reflected in contemporary fiction, which combines 

technological imagination with ecological dread. The 

Water Knife by Paolo Bacigalupi portrays a future 

characterized by scarcity and drought in which 

"technology attempts to control water, yet nature 

continues to assert its limits." 

These narratives underscore the limitations of 

technology control and the resilience of natural 

systems while emphasizing ethical responsibility and 

collective accountability. Anthropocene eco-

narratives emphasize the interdependence between 

ecological health and human survival. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION: 

According to the study, nature is redefined in modern 

eco-fiction as an active narrative force rather than a 

passive backdrop. While posing ethical questions, 

artificial intelligence serves as a mediator that permits 

a deeper understanding of the environment. 

Anthropocentric presumptions are challenged and 

sustainable coexistence is encouraged by the merging 

of nature, AI, and narrative agency. 

 

IX. CONCLUSION 

 

This study shows that by incorporating nature and 

artificial intelligence into posthuman frameworks, 

modern fiction profoundly transforms ecological 

narrative. While AI acts as a narrative bridge that 

improves ecological perception, nature emerges as a 

responsive, living thing. These stories promote moral 

contemplation, ecological interdependence awareness, 

and environmental responsibility. Literature is an 

essential medium for ecological consciousness in the 

Anthropocene because modern eco-fiction ultimately 

imagines a world in which humans, technology, and 

nature dwell in harmony. 
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