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Abstract—The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in the language classroom has initiated a paradigm shift
from traditional rule-based, linear instruction to a
dynamic model of Communicative Competence. While
conventional pedagogy often emphasizes the rote
memorization of syntax and morphological structures,
Generative Al (GenAl) offers a sophisticated platform
for real-time, interactive language practice. This paper
investigates the utility of AI tools as ‘Linguistic
Scaffolding,” providing learners with personalized input,
instant phonetic feedback, and simulated immersion
environments. By analysing AD’s pivotal role in reducing
‘Language Anxiety’ and supporting translingual
pedagogy—wherein learners bridge their mother tongue
with a second language—this study proposes a robust
framework for the modern language laboratory.
Furthermore, it explores the educator's transition from a
primary lecturer to a curator of Al-driven dialogues that
accommodate diverse learning velocities. Ultimately, the
paper argues that Al-assisted language learning (AALL)
aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP-2020) by
promoting multilingualism and preparing Indian
students for a competitive, globalized workforce.

Index Terms—Al-Assisted Language Learning (AALL),
Communicative Competence, Personalized Scaffolding,
Translinguism, Language Anxiety, NEP-2020.

I. INTRODUCTION

For decades, language education in India has struggled
with the ‘Grammar-Translation’ trap—where students
become proficient in the rules of English but remain
hesitant in functional communication. The gap
between theoretical knowledge and practical fluency
is often widened by ‘Language Anxiety,” particularly
among students from rural or semi-urban
backgrounds. However, the emergence of Large
Language Models (LLMs) like ChatGPT, Gemini, and
Claude has provided educators with a powerful tool to
bridge this divide.

Generative Al acts as a 24/7 linguistic coach, offering
a low-stakes environment where learners can fail,
iterate, and improve without social judgment. This
paper posits that Al is not merely a technological
additive but a fundamental shift in how we conceive
of ‘“The Language Lab.’ By focusing on the districts of
Gujarat, a few methods are suggested that can
highlight how Al can democratize elite-level linguistic
training for first-generation learners.

The evolution from Computer-Assisted Language
Learning (CALL) to Al-Assisted Language Learning
(AALL) is grounded in three major pedagogical shifts:

II. THE AFFECTIVE FILTER AND LANGUAGE
ANXIETY

Stephen Krashen’s Affective Filter Hypothesis (1982)
suggests that variables such as fear, lack of self-
confidence, and anxiety act as a mental block that
prevents input from reaching the language acquisition
part of the brain. In the Indian context, the fear of
‘making a mistake’ in front of peers is a significant
barrier. Recent studies (Warschauer, 2020) indicate
that Al-driven conversation bots provide a ‘judgment-
free’ zone. Because the Al is an inanimate algorithm,
the student’s affective filter is lowered, leading to
higher engagement and more frequent output.

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis and the ZPD

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis (i + 1) argues that learners
improve when they receive linguistic input that is one
step beyond their current level. Parallelly, Vygotsky’s
Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) identifies the
space where a learner can perform a task with
guidance. GenAl acts as the ‘More Knowledgeable
Other,” capable of instantly recalibrating its
vocabulary and sentence complexity to match the
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student’s 1 + 1 level, providing constant ‘Scaffolding’
until the student achieves independence.

III. TRANSLINGUAL PEDAGOGY

Contemporary scholars like Canagarajah (2011)
emphasize that multilingual students do not keep their
languages in separate ‘silos.” Instead, they use their
entire linguistic repertoire. Al facilitates this by
allowing vernacular students to use Gujarati to
‘negotiate meaning.” By prompting Al to explain
English idioms through the lens of local folk
metaphors, students develop a deeper, more
conceptual understanding of the target language.

IV. SUGGESTIVE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A Mixed-Methods Action Research approach can be
adopted to capture both empirical data and the lived
experience of the learners.

e Quantitative Phase: A group of 50 students may
be considered for pre-and-post-tests measuring
vocabulary retention and sentence construction
accuracy after a four-week intervention using Al-
driven platforms (ELSA Speak and ChatGPT).

e Qualitative Phase: Structured interviews and
‘Language Anxiety’ surveys may be conducted to
evaluate the psychological shift in students when
interacting with Al versus human instructors.

e Action Research: The researcher may observe
‘Language Lab’ sessions where students use
GenAl to bridge regional dialects with formal
English, focusing on the specific districts.

V. DISCUSSION: AT AS LINGUISTIC
SCAFFOLDING

Speaking and Phonetics: The Judgment-Free Zone

Traditional speaking exercises often fail due to time

constraints and large class sizes. Al tools like ChatGPT

Voice Mode or ELSA Speak allow for individualized

speaking practice.

e Application: Students can simulate high-pressure
scenarios, such as a job interview for a local GIDC

company. The Al provides instant feedback on
‘Phonetic Accuracy’ and ‘Intonation,” allowing
the student to repeat the exercise until fluency is
achieved.

Writing and Stylistics: Beyond the Red Pen

Traditional feedback focuses on errors (what is

wrong). Al focuses on style and register (what could

be better).

e Practical Example: A student writes a simple
sentence: “The weather is bad.”

Using Al, the student learns to adapt this for
different contexts:

o  Gothic Literature Style: “The heavens wept in a
somber display of atmospheric melancholy.”

o Business Report Style: “Adverse weather
conditions have impacted logistical operations.”

This teaches the student Register and Tone—the

hallmarks of advanced fluency.

Translation as a Comparative Tool

Instead of using translation as a ‘crutch,” Al allows it

to be used as a Linguistic Laboratory.

e Application: Students translate a poem by
Jhaverchand Meghani into English. They then ask
the Al to analyze why certain cultural nuances
(like the ‘valiant heart”) are difficult to translate
literally. This fosters a high-level awareness of
Semantics and Pragmatics.

VI. INTEGRATING NEP-2020: THE
MULTILINGUAL ADVANTAGE

The National Education Policy (NEP-2020)
emphasizes the importance of the mother tongue as a
bridge to global languages. Al is the technical engine
that makes this possible in a crowded classroom.

Al enables a ‘Polyglot Classroom’ where the teacher
acts as a facilitator. Even if the educator is not fluent
in a specific dialect like Kathiyawadi, the Al can
provide the ‘Linguistic Bridge’ to explain complex
English concepts through the student’s primary
linguistic framework. This ensures that the student’s
cultural identity is preserved while they acquire global
competencies.
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Practical Lesson Plan: The AI-Enhanced Model

Phase Activity

Role of AI

1. Ideation

Describe a local social issue (e.g., forest
conservation) in simple English.

Brainstorming: Al suggests keywords and
related themes.

2. Scaffolding
a local leader.

Transform the draft into a formal speech for

Register Shift: Al suggests formal
synonyms and connectors.

3. Feedback
writing.

Identify ‘fossilized errors’ in the student's

Diagnostic: Al highlights repetitive
mistakes for targeted practice.

4. Performance
check.

Read the speech aloud for a pronunciation

Phonetic Guide: Al provides audio
feedback on stress and rhythm.

VII. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The transition from rote-based language learning to
Al-enhanced acquisition marks a significant milestone
in Indian pedagogy. Generative Al does not replace the
language teacher; rather, it augments the teacher’s
ability to provide a personalized, high-frequency
practice environment. By lowering the °Affective
Filter’ and providing a low-stakes platform for
conversation, Al effectively dismantles the ‘Language
Anxiety’ prevalent among first-generation learners.
The synergy of human empathy and AI’s
computational power creates a ‘Virtual Language Lab’
that democratizes access to fluency.

VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS

e Curriculum Overhaul: Institutions should move
beyond basic grammar modules and integrate ‘Al-
Conversation Sessions’ into the credit system.

e  Prompt Engineering for Teachers: Educators must
be trained in ‘Prompting’ to generate high-quality
linguistic outputs and identify Al hallucinations.

e Digital Archive of Dialects: Future research
should focus on creating a digital archive of
regional Adivasi dialects to ensure Al models are
culturally inclusive and do not promote a
‘standardized’ linguistic bias.
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