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Abstract: Nosodes represent specialized homeopathic 

preparations formulated from pathogenic tissues, 

disease-causing microorganisms, clinical secretions, or 

viral and bacterial cultures. These remedies serve a 

pivotal function within homeopathic practice, frequently 

utilized as intercurrents, anti-miasmatic agents, and 

treatments tailored for both acute and chronic 

conditions. This comprehensive review examines the 

historical origins, detailed classification, and broad 

clinical applications of nosodes, underscoring the 

necessity for accurate case analysis and the continued 

drive to standardize their preparation protocols. 
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I.INTRODUCTION AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

The nomenclature for these remedies is derived from 

the Greek word "Nosos," which translates directly to 

"disease". As defined by the Homoeopathic 

Pharmacopoeia of India (HPI), nosodes are potentized 

medicinal agents cultivated from pure microbial 

strains obtained from diseased tissues and clinical 

specimens. They originate from diverse biological 

matter, including parasites, fungi, viruses, and the 

decomposed byproducts of animals or humans. When 

manufactured according to the rigorous standards of 

recognized official homeopathic pharmacopoeias, 

these preparations are fully validated as homeopathic 

medicines.(5) 

The historical integration of nosodes into homeopathy 

began with its founder, Dr. Samuel Hahnemann, who 

introduced and subsequently proved 'Ambra grisea'—

a remedy sourced from a morbid substance found 

within the sperm whale—in the year 1827. Building 

upon this groundwork, Dr. Constantine Hering 

conducted extensive clinical experiments in Surinam, 

South America, between 1827 and 1833. Hering 

pioneered the concept of using miasmic agents as a 

medicinal foundation and is credited with officially 

coining the term 'nosode' (6) He highlighted their 

profound potential as intercurrent remedies capable of 

removing blockages to healing in complex acute and 

chronic cases. Nevertheless, Hering emphasized that 

nosodes are not absolute specifics; rather, they are 

agents that activate the body's natural healing response 

and must be utilized alongside constitutional remedies 

within a holistic treatment framework. 

Comprehensive Classification of Nosodes(9)(10) 

To maximize their therapeutic efficacy, homeopathic 

practitioners categorize nosodes according to their 

biological origins, specific pathological states, and 

pharmacopoeial guidelines. 

II.CLASSIFICATION BY BIOLOGICAL ORIGIN 

• Bacterial Nosodes: Manufactured from bacterial 

strains or their byproducts, these are deployed 

against illnesses rooted in bacterial infections 

(e.g., Tuberculinum, Bacillinum, 

Staphylococcinum, Pneumococcinum). 

• Viral Nosodes: Cultivated from viruses or viral 

materials, these are specifically indicated for 

viral-induced diseases (e.g., Influenzinum, 

Variolinum, Morbillinum, Hydrophobinum). 



© March 2026| IJIRT | Volume 12 Issue 10 | ISSN: 2349-6002 

IJIRT 193512 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 600 

• Fungal Nosodes: Developed from fungal sources 

to treat corresponding fungal infections (e.g., 

Candida albicans nosode). 

• Protozoal Nosodes: Formulated from protozoa to 

manage conditions caused by these parasitic 

organisms (e.g., Plasmodium Nosode). 

• Tissue Nosodes: Sourced from human or animal 

tissues, exudates, or pathological secretions (e.g., 

Psorinum, Syphilinum, Medorrhinum). 

• Plant Nosodes: This specific subset includes 

botanical preparations like Secale cornutum and 

Ustilago maydis. 

• Bowel Nosodes: A distinct category prepared 

specifically from the microbiota of the human gut 

(e.g., Morgan, Bacillus No. 7) 

III.CLASSIFICATION BY SPECIFIC 

CONDITIONS 

• Carcinocin: Extracted from the tissues of 

oncology patients, utilized for cancer-related 

pathologies and underlying predisposing states. 

• Tuberculinum Bovinum: Derived from bovine 

tuberculosis infections, indicated for human 

patients presenting with tuberculosis-like 

symptomatology. 

Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeia of India (HPI) 

Groupings:(5) (11) 

The HPI structurally organizes nosodes into four 

distinct groups based on the intrinsic nature of the raw 

source material: 

• Group N-I: Formulations derived from bacterial 

endotoxins. 

• Group N-II: Remedies made from 

microorganisms that possess the capability to 

produce exotoxins. 

• Group N-III: Nosodes constructed exclusively 

from purified toxins. 

• Group N-IV: Preparations utilizing whole 

microorganisms or materials from diseased 

subjects. 

Commonly Used Nosodes in Clinical Practice (12) 

The therapeutic reach of these preparations is 

extensive. The following table provides a detailed 

breakdown of frequently utilized nosodes, detailing 

their specific biological sources and primary clinical 

indications: 

Medicine Source Material Common Clinical Usage 

Ambra Grisea A morbid secretion of the whale  
Indicated in asthma, menstrual irregularities, cardiac asthma, 

nymphomania, and ranula. 

Anthracinum 
Prepared from the spleen of affected 

sheep or cattle  
Indicated in carbuncles, malignant ulcers, boils, gangrene, and 

dissecting wounds. 

Bacillinum 
A maceration of typical tuberculous 

lung tissue  

Indicated in tuberculosis, tubercular meningitis, respiratory 

pyorrhea, Addison's disease, alopecia, hydrocephalus, 

ringworm, and pityriasis. 

Bacillinum Testium Tuberculous testicle tissue  
Diseases of the inguinal gland, mesenteric glands, phthisis, 

and tubercle of testicles. 

Carcinosinum Cancerous tissue  
Used when a history of carcinoma can be elicited; indicated 

for carcinoma of mammary glands, indigestion, rheumatism, 

and cancerous cachexia. 

Diphtherinum 
Membrane from a case of malignant 

diphtheria  
Suitable for active diphtheria, post-diphtheritic paralysis, and 

catarrhal affections of the respiratory organs. 

Influenzinum Viral strains of Influenza  

Strengthens the body and increases resistance to flu viruses; 

relieves flu symptoms such as body aches, sore throat, chills, 

fever, and congestion; also used for nasal polyps, sinusitis, 

otitis, measles, and rheumatism. 

Medorrhinum 
Purulent urethral discharge of a 

blennorrhagia (The Gonorrheal virus)  

Indicated in chronic ailments due to suppressed gonorrhea, 

gonorrheal rheumatism, pelvic disorders, fibroids, ovaritis, 

leucorrhea, epilepsy, asthma, sciatica, and urticaria. 

Tuberculinum 
Sputum of suspected tuberculosis 

(lung tissues) or pus (with bacilli) 

from a tuberculosis abscess  

Commonly used to treat respiratory illnesses (e.g., enlarged 

tonsils, cough, bronchitis), albuminuria, pneumonia, 
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tuberculosis, leprosy, nephritis, arthritic pains, and nervous 

weakness. 

Syphilinum 
Syphilitic virus (No specific source 

detailed)  

Used in rheumatic pains, chronic eruptions, ichthyosis, ptosis, 

photophobia, tubercular iritis, aphonia, stomatitis, abscesses, 

alcoholism, ozena, diplopia, deltoid rheumatism, ulcers, 

whitlow, bubo, and epilepsy. 

Psorinum 

1. Seropurulent matter from scabies 

vesicles (used for proving). 2. 

Epidermoid efflorescence of pityriasis 

(used by Gross). 3. The salt from the 

product of Psora (used by Hering)  

Acne, allergy, asthma, itch, psoriasis, adenoids, diphtheria, hay 

fever, tubercular peritonitis, ozena, polypus, quinsy, insomnia, 

and middle ear infections. 

Pyrogenium Septic pus  
Enteric fever, hectic fever, abscess of the ovary, pyemia, 

puerperal fever, and sepsis. 

Ambra Grisea A morbid secretion of the whale  
Indicated in asthma, menstrual irregularities, cardiac asthma, 

nymphomania, and ranula. 

 

IV.CLINICAL APPLICATIONS AND 

INDICATIONS 

Nosodes supply a distinct therapeutic approach, 

characterized by rapid bodily absorption and an 

absence of side effects when administered properly. 

They are prominently utilized in the following clinical 

scenarios: 

• As Intercurrent Remedies: A nosode operates 

effectively as a "miasmic intercurrent" when a 

previously successful constitutional remedy loses 

its efficacy due to an obstructing miasmatic layer. 

They are crucial for unlocking cases where well-

indicated remedies fail to act or when an old 

remedy becomes entirely ineffective despite a 

lack of new symptoms. 

• Constitutional and Miasmatic Therapy: Nosodes 

directly target the underlying miasms (disease 

tendencies) within individuals and are frequently 

employed in constitutional prescribing to resolve 

deep-seated, recurrent chronic illnesses. 

• Homoeoprophylaxis in Epidemics: Functioning 

similarly to conventional vaccines but devoid of 

active disease material, nosodes have a rich 

history in public health and disease prevention. 

For instance, Cuba has extensively utilized 

nosodes for public health protection. In 1974, the 

Meningococcinum nosode provided 95% 

effectiveness over six months during a meningitis 

outbreak in Brazil.(14) Similarly, Dengueinum 

successfully protected thousands of individuals 

during a 1996 dengue fever epidemic in Delhi.(8) 

• Unique Clinical Scenarios: These preparations are 

highly indicated for patients suffering from the 

"never-well-since" syndrome, in complex cases 

where symptoms are remarkably sparse or 

unclear, and for addressing cancerous conditions, 

malignancies, hemorrhagic states, and suppressed 

skin diseases. 

V.CONTRAINDICATIONS (13) 

While generally safe, nosodes carry specific 

contraindications and must be avoided or utilized with 

extreme caution in the following circumstances: 

• Autoimmune Conditions: Patients with 

autoimmune diseases or known hypersensitivities 

to specific biological substances may react 

negatively and should avoid nosodes. 

• Vulnerable Populations: Due to a lack of 

exhaustive safety studies, heightened caution is 

required when prescribing nosodes to pregnant or 

lactating women, pediatric patients, the elderly, 

and individuals with significantly compromised 

immune systems. 

• Interference with Conventional Treatments: The 

use of nosodes should never delay a patient from 

seeking appropriate conventional medical care for 

severe, life-threatening conditions, as delaying 

standard treatment could severely worsen health 

outcomes. 

• Active Disease Phases: Nosodes are strictly 

contraindicated during the explosive stage of a 

miasm or the active infectious phase of an acute 
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illness (e.g., Tuberculinum must be avoided in 

cases of active tuberculosis). 

VI.CONCLUSION 

Derived from pathogenic disease materials, nosodes 

represent an essential and powerful branch of 

homeopathic medicine. They possess a profound 

capability to break through stubborn miasmatic 

blockages, stimulate systemic healing responses, and 

drastically improve therapeutic outcomes when 

traditional remedies fail. While they can safely 

complement modern medical treatments, their 

successful clinical application demands meticulous 

case analysis, a deep understanding of chronic 

miasms, and rigorous professional supervision to 

prevent unintended symptom aggravations. The future 

advancement of nosode therapy depends heavily on 

continued clinical research and a strict commitment to 

standardization across raw material sourcing, 

preparation methodologies, safety assessments, and 

dosage protocols. 
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