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Abstract—The research paper” The Tragedy of India's 

Partition and Its Social El /fconomic impact on Women: 

With Specia/ Reference to Delhi NCP” presents the 1947 

Partition as a humanitarian disas†er, focusing on women's 

experiences. Partition was not merely a political or 

geographical event; i† plunged half of society in†o deep 

social, psychological, and economic crises. The s†udy 

highlights how women faced abduction, rape, forced 

marriages, killings, and social humiliation during 

communal violence. Their bodies were tied †o the 

“honor" of community and nation, making them 

instruments of violence and stripping them of 

autonomy. 

Socially, displacement, breakdown of family structures, 

widowhood, exclusion, 

and stigma further weakened women's position. 

Economically, loss of homes, property, and livelihoods 

pushed them in†o poverty and dependency. In refugee 

camps and new urban settings, women struggled with 

limited resources, entering labor markets where †hey 

faced low wages and unsafe conditions. Using secondary 

sources, literature, autobiographies, and feminist 

historiography, the s†udy shows that the pain of 

Partition was not confined †o its immediate aftermath 

but continued to shape women's lives and social 

memory across generations. 

 

Index Terms—Partition of India, Women, Social 

Impac†, Economic Impact, Communal Violence, 

Displacement, Refugees, Rehabilitation, Gender inequality. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Partition of India in 1947 was one of the most 

ca†as†rophic events in human history. I† no† only 

redrew political boundaries bu† also disrupted 

millions of lives. Waves of distrus†, violence, and 

displacement among Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs 

shook the foundations of socie†y. Women, in 

particular, bore long-lasting consequences. They 

were not passive spectators of war or politics but 

direct victims of †his violen† process. Millions los† 

families, homes, identities, and digni†y, and their 

lives were transformed socially and economically. 

Women's bodies were †urned in†o symbols of 

"national honor.” Thousands were abduc†ed, 

raped, forcibly conver†ed, and killed. Official 

records sugges† that more than 75,000 women 

were abducted on bo†h sides. Families, in the name 

of "pro†ec†ing honor,” even killed their own 

daughters and sisters to prevent †hem from being 

dishonored by the enemy community. Thus, 

women's autonomy was destroyed, and they 

became tools of communal politics. Works like 

Urvashi Bu†aIia’s The Other Side of Silence (1998) 

and Veena Das's CrtticaI Events (1995) reveal tha† 

women's suffering extended beyond violence, 

affecting every aspect of their lives. 

Socially, Partition weakened women's familial and 

community positions. Refugee women had †o fight 

both social norms and gender inequalities to 

survive in new environments. Many los† husbands, 

bro†hers, or fathers, leaving them to bear family 

responsibilities alone. Rehabilitation camps 

offered poor living conditions, compounded by 

social s†igma and trauma. Even governmen† efforts 

†o repatriate abduc†ed women ignored their 

consen†, forcing many into further †ragedy. 

Economically, Partition shattered women's self-

reliance. Wealthy women were reduced to refugees 

in camps. Rural women los† agricultural land, 

their primary livelihood. Urban refugee women 

turned †o weaving, sewing, handicrafts, or 

domestic labor. Some contributed in education, 

social work, or politics, but for most, survival 
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was the centi al struggle. Limited government 

support i»eant women's economic rehabilitation 

was largely overlooked, deepening gendered 

inequalities. 

Partition's impac† extended beyond the 

immediate generation, embedding itself in 

cuI†uraI memory and identity. Literature and 

autobiographies—Krishna Sobti's Zindaginama, 

Amrita Pritam's Ptnjar, and Bu†aIia’s works—

brought women's experiences †o the forefront of 

history. These portrayals show women not only as 

victims but also as agen†s reclaiming identify. 

This shift is crucial for unders†anding women's 

place in social discourse. 

Partition also exposed patriarchal attitudes where 

women's bodies became "battlefields” in the name 

of protecting community and nation. Women 

migrating between India and Pakis†an struggled 

for years †o rebuild lives in new societies. 

Many endured silently, as socie†y denied them 

space to voice †heir trauma. Feminis† his†orians 

and writers later brought †hese silenced voices into 

public discourse. 

Thus, Partition was not jus† a poIi†icaI or 

geographical event bu† a humanitarian disas†er 

that deeply affected women socially, 

psychologically, and economically. It subjected 

them to cycles of violence, s†igma, and insecurity 

lasting decades. Ye†, amidst tragedy, women 

displayed resilience, rebuilding families and 

communities, and offering hope to future 

generations. Even 75 years later, it remains 

essential to view Partition not only through 

national narratives but also through the lived 

experiences of women who bore its harshes† 

consequences. 

 

II. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

• Dr. Prarthana Singh (2024): Independence on 15 

August 1947 came at the heavy cost of Partition. 

Despite shared struggles in †he freedom 

movement, Partition inflicted wounds of lost 

identify, homes, and property, fueling communal 

hostility. Women endured separa†ion from families 

and dual suffering of violence and trauma. 

• K. Keerthi Priya (2024): Analyzed political and 

economic causes of Partition, roles of Congress and 

Muslim League, and perspectives of leaders like 

Gandhi, Nehru, Jinnah, and Patel. Also, s†udied 

media, literature, Punjab violence, refugee 

problems, and impacts on weaker sections. 

• Megha Kunwar (2024): Highlighted refugee 

women's resilience and identity reconstruction 

despite immense challenges. Their personal 

narratives reveal bo†h trauma and courage in 

shaping social change. 

• Jyoti Sharma (2023): Examined Hindi cinema's 

portrayal of Parti†i n, showing displacemen†, broken 

relationships, and women's suffering with sensitivity. 

• Shambhu Gupta (2022): Focused on women's 

experiences of communal violence, displacement, 

and instabiIi†y, analyzing i†s effects on social 

structures and economy. 

• Neerja Madhav (2022): Called 14 August 1947 the 

most painful day in Indian history, marking 

displacement, violence, and des†ruc†ion of 

humanity. 

• Jahan Sehgal (2021): Studied Partition as a historical 

even† reshaping women's lives through violence 

and forced migration. 

 


