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Abstract—Women empowerment is essential for
achieving sustainable development and social justice.
Education plays a crucial role in empowering women by
enhancing their knowledge, skills, and decision-making
abilities. This study examines the role of education in
women empowerment in Murshidabad district, West
Bengal. Using a descriptive survey method, data were
collected from women across different socio-economic
backgrounds. The findings reveal that education
significantly improves women’s awareness, economic
independence, and participation in decision-making.
However, challenges such as poverty, early marriage, and
lack of educational facilities still hinder progress. The
study suggests strengthening educational initiatives to
enhance women empowerment.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Women empowerment refers to the process of
enabling women to have control over their lives, gain
access to resources, and participate equally in social,
economic, and political spheres. Education is one of
the most powerful tools for achieving this
empowerment.

In India, particularly in rural and backward districts
like Murshidabad, women often face challenges such
as illiteracy, poverty, and social restrictions. These
factors limit their opportunities and decision-making
power.

Education helps women:

e  Gain knowledge and awareness

e Improve economic opportunities

e Develop confidence and self-esteem

e Participate in decision-making

This study focuses on understanding how education
contributes to empowering women in Murshidabad
district.
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II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Previous studies highlight the strong link between
education and women empowerment.

Kabeer (1999) emphasized that education enhances
women’s ability to make strategic life choices.
Malhotra et al. (2002) identified education as a key
factor in improving women’s status. Sen (2001)
highlighted the role of education in promoting gender
equality and development. UNESCO (2014) reported
that educated women are more likely to participate in
the workforce and decision-making processes.

In West Bengal, studies show that female literacy has
improved, but disparities still exist in rural districts
like Murshidabad.

III. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To examine the educational status of women in
Murshidabad.

2. To analyze the role of education in women
empowerment.

3. To study the relationship between education and
decision-making power.

4. To identify barriers to women’s education.

IV. HYPOTHESES

e Ho: Education has no significant role in women
empowerment.

e Hi: Education has a significant positive role in
women empowerment.

V. METHODOLOGY

5.1 Research Design
Descriptive survey method.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 12526



© April 2026 | IJIRT | Volume 12 Issue 11 | ISSN: 2349-6002

5.2 Sample
e 150 women (rural and urban areas)

5.3 Sampling Technique
Random sampling.

5.4 Tools Used
e Questionnaire
e Interview schedule

5.5 Data Collection
Data collected through field surveys and interaction
with respondents.

VI. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

6.1 Educational Level

Education Level Percentage
Illiterate 25%
Primary 30%

Secondary 28%
Higher 17%

6.2 Decision-Making Power

Category Yes (%)
Educated Women 68%
Uneducated Women 32%

6.3 Economic Independence

Category Yes (%)
Educated Women 60%
Uneducated Women 25%

6.4 Barriers to Education
e Poverty

e  FEarly marriage

o Lack of awareness

e  Social restrictions

VII. DISCUSSION

The findings indicate that education plays a significant
role in empowering women. Educated women are
more likely to participate in decision-making, earn
income, and be aware of their rights.

However, socio-economic challenges still limit access
to education for many women in Murshidabad. These
findings align with previous studies (Kabeer, 1999;
Sen, 2001).
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VIII. CONCLUSION

Education is a key driver of women empowerment in
Murshidabad district. It enhances awareness,
economic independence, and social participation.
Efforts must be made to improve access to education
and eliminate barriers.

IX. SUGGESTIONS

e Promote girls’ education

e Reduce carly marriage

e Increase awareness programs

e Improve educational infrastructure
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