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Abstract: Migration has been one of the most significant 

factors influencing demographic change, economic 

development, and cultural interaction throughout 

human history. In the context of Hyderabad State during 

the Nizam period, migration played a crucial role in 

shaping the social and economic structure of the region. 

This study examines the nature, patterns, causes, and 

consequences of migration into Hyderabad State 

between 1911 and 1968. Drawing upon census reports, 

administrative records, and contemporary scholarly 

works, the paper analyses both immigration and 

emigration trends and evaluates their impact on the 

state's population dynamics. The study reveals that 

Hyderabad State attracted migrants from neighbouring 

provinces such as Madras, Bombay, the Central 

Provinces and Berar, as well as from distant regions of 

India and foreign countries. Economic opportunities in 

agriculture, industry, trade, mining, transportation, 

military services, and government employment emerged 

as the primary factors encouraging migration. The 

development of railways, irrigation projects, urban 

centres, and commercial activities further accelerated 

population movement. Hyderabad City, along with 

districts such as Adilabad, Warangal, Aurangabad, and 

Osmanabad, became important centres of immigrant 

settlement. The study also highlights the role of social 

and cultural factors, particularly marital alliances, in 

sustaining migration flows across regional boundaries. 

Furthermore, migration contributed to urban growth, 

labour mobility, cultural diversity, and economic 

expansion while simultaneously transforming the 

demographic composition of the state. By examining 

migration patterns over six decades, this article provides 

valuable insights into the historical processes that shaped 

Hyderabad State and demonstrates how population 

mobility became an important component of socio-

economic change in the Deccan region during the late 

colonial and princely state period. 

Keywords: Migration, Hyderabad State, Nizam Rule, 

Immigration, Emigration, Demographic Change, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Migration has been an integral component of human 

history and has played a decisive role in shaping 

societies, economies, and cultures across the world. 

From the earliest stages of human civilization, people 

have moved from one region to another in search of 

food, security, employment, better living conditions, 

and social advancement. Such movements have not 

only altered demographic structures but have also 

facilitated the exchange of ideas, technologies, 

customs, languages, and cultural traditions. 

Consequently, migration has emerged as an important 

subject of historical, sociological, economic, and 

demographic inquiry. The study of migration provides 

valuable insights into the interaction between 

populations and the changing socio-economic 

conditions that influence human mobility. 

In the Indian context, migration has been a continuous 

historical process. The subcontinent has witnessed 

different forms of migration, ranging from ancient 

movements of tribes and communities to large-scale 

population transfers during the colonial and post-

colonial periods. During the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries, economic transformations brought about by 

colonial rule, industrialization, railway expansion, 

commercialization of agriculture, and urban growth 

significantly influenced patterns of population 

movement. These developments created new centres 

of employment and economic activity, encouraging 

people to migrate from rural areas to towns and cities 

and across regional boundaries. At the same time, 

social and cultural factors such as kinship ties, 

marriage alliances, religious affiliations, and 

community networks also played an important role in 

shaping migration decisions. 
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Among the princely states of India, Hyderabad 

occupied a unique position due to its geographical 

location, political significance, and economic 

importance. Ruled by the Asaf Jahi dynasty, 

Hyderabad State was the largest princely state in 

British India and covered a vast territory comprising 

present-day Telangana and parts of Maharashtra and 

Karnataka. The state was characterized by linguistic, 

religious, and cultural diversity and maintained 

extensive economic and social interactions with 

neighbouring provinces such as Madras, Bombay, and 

the Central Provinces and Berar. Its strategic location 

in the Deccan Plateau enabled it to function as a major 

centre of trade, administration, and communication. 

These factors made Hyderabad an attractive 

destination for migrants from various parts of India 

and beyond. 

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 

witnessed important economic and infrastructural 

developments within Hyderabad State. The expansion 

of railway networks, construction of irrigation 

projects, growth of mining activities, establishment of 

industries, and development of urban centres created 

new employment opportunities. Hyderabad City and 

Secunderabad emerged as major administrative and 

commercial centres, attracting government 

employees, traders, artisans, labourers, and 

professionals. Similarly, districts such as Adilabad, 

Warangal, Aurangabad, Gulbarga, Raichur, and 

Osmanabad experienced increasing inflows of 

migrants due to agricultural expansion, industrial 

growth, and public works projects. These 

developments transformed migration into a significant 

factor influencing the demographic and economic 

structure of the state. 

Migration into Hyderabad State was not confined to 

economic motives alone. Social and cultural factors 

also contributed substantially to population 

movement. The border regions of the state maintained 

close social relations with neighbouring provinces, 

resulting in frequent inter-regional migration. 

Marriage alliances, family networks, and community 

connections facilitated the movement of people across 

administrative boundaries. Over time, many migrants 

settled permanently within Hyderabad State and 

became an integral part of local society. Their 

presence contributed to the growth of a culturally 

diverse and socially dynamic population, particularly 

in urban centres. 

The migration process also had important 

consequences for the receiving society. Migrants 

contributed labour, skills, entrepreneurship, and 

commercial expertise to various sectors of the 

economy. They participated in agricultural production, 

industrial development, transportation services, 

mining operations, trade, and public administration. 

Their activities supported economic growth and 

urbanization while simultaneously introducing new 

cultural influences and social practices. As a result, 

migration became a key factor in the transformation of 

Hyderabad State during the Nizam period. 

This article examines the patterns, causes, and 

consequences of migration into Hyderabad State 

between 1911 and 1968. Using census reports, 

administrative records, and contemporary scholarly 

studies, it analyses the volume and distribution of 

immigrants, identifies the major regions of origin, and 

explores the economic and social factors that 

influenced migration. The study further investigates 

the demographic composition of migrant communities 

and evaluates their contribution to the socio-economic 

development of the state. By examining migration 

over a period of six decades, the article seeks to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the role of 

population mobility in shaping the historical 

development of Hyderabad State and contributing to 

broader processes of social and economic change in 

the Deccan region. 

Concept and Theoretical Understanding of Migration 

Migration is one of the most fundamental aspects of 

human existence and has been an integral part of social 

evolution since prehistoric times. The movement of 

people from one place to another has continuously 

shaped the demographic, economic, political, and 

cultural characteristics of societies across the world. 

Unlike other living organisms whose movements are 

primarily determined by biological needs, human 

migration is influenced by a complex interaction of 

economic, social, political, environmental, and 

cultural factors. As a result, migration has attracted the 

attention of historians, sociologists, economists, 

geographers, anthropologists, and demographers who 
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seek to understand its causes, patterns, and 

consequences. 

In its broadest sense, migration refers to the movement 

of individuals or groups from one geographical 

location to another with the intention of temporary or 

permanent residence. Such movement may occur 

within a country, known as internal migration, or 

across international boundaries, referred to as 

international migration. Migration may also be 

classified as rural-to-urban, urban-to-rural, rural-to-

rural, or urban-to-urban depending on the places of 

origin and destination. Furthermore, migration can be 

voluntary, when individuals move by choice in search 

of better opportunities, or involuntary, when 

movement occurs due to war, political persecution, 

natural disasters, famine, or other compelling 

circumstances. 

The concept of migration extends beyond the physical 

relocation of people. Migrants carry with them their 

language, customs, traditions, religious beliefs, social 

values, occupational skills, and cultural practices. 

Consequently, migration often becomes a process of 

cultural exchange and social transformation. Migrant 

communities contribute to the economic and cultural 

life of the receiving society while simultaneously 

maintaining emotional, social, and economic ties with 

their places of origin. This continuing attachment to 

the homeland often influences the identity and social 

behaviour of migrant populations across generations. 

Several theoretical approaches have been developed to 

explain migration. One of the earliest and most 

influential explanations is the Push-Pull Theory. 

According to this theory, migration occurs because 

certain factors push people away from their place of 

origin, while other factors pull them towards a 

destination. Push factors may include poverty, 

unemployment, low wages, land scarcity, social 

discrimination, political instability, and environmental 

stress. Pull factors generally consist of better 

employment opportunities, higher incomes, improved 

living conditions, educational facilities, security, and 

social mobility. Migration usually results from the 

combined influence of these forces rather than any 

single factor. 

Economic theories of migration emphasize the role of 

income differentials and employment opportunities. 

Individuals often migrate when they perceive that 

economic benefits at the destination outweigh the 

costs and risks associated with movement. 

Industrialization, urbanization, and the expansion of 

commercial activities have historically generated 

large-scale migration by creating new labour markets. 

The growth of transportation and communication 

networks further facilitates population mobility by 

reducing travel costs and increasing access to 

information. 

Sociological perspectives highlight the importance of 

family relationships, social networks, kinship ties, and 

community connections in influencing migration 

decisions. Once migration begins, established migrant 

communities often assist new migrants by providing 

information, accommodation, employment contacts, 

and social support. Such networks contribute to the 

continuity and expansion of migration streams over 

time. Marriage alliances, particularly in border 

regions, also serve as an important mechanism 

encouraging population movement between 

neighbouring areas. 

From a historical perspective, migration should be 

understood as both a cause and a consequence of social 

change. It contributes to urbanization, economic 

development, cultural interaction, and demographic 

transformation. At the same time, migration reflects 

broader changes occurring within society, including 

technological progress, political developments, 

economic restructuring, and shifts in social relations. 

In the case of Hyderabad State, migration was 

influenced by economic opportunities, administrative 

expansion, transportation development, industrial 

growth, and social connections with neighbouring 

regions. Therefore, an examination of migration 

provides valuable insights into the wider processes of 

historical change and regional development during the 

Nizam period. 

Historical Background of Migration in Hyderabad 

State 

The history of migration into Hyderabad State is 

closely connected with the political, economic, and 

social development of the Deccan region. Situated in 

the heart of the Indian subcontinent, Hyderabad State 

occupied a strategic geographical position that 

facilitated interaction with neighbouring provinces 
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and princely states. Throughout its history, the region 

attracted people from diverse backgrounds, including 

traders, soldiers, administrators, artisans, religious 

scholars, agricultural labourers, and merchants. These 

movements contributed significantly to the formation 

of Hyderabad's multicultural society and played an 

important role in shaping its economic and 

demographic structure. 

The foundation of Hyderabad as an important centre 

of migration can be traced to the establishment of the 

Asaf Jahi dynasty in the early eighteenth century. 

Under the Nizams, Hyderabad emerged as one of the 

largest and most prosperous princely states in India. 

The political stability provided by the state 

administration encouraged trade, agriculture, and 

urban development, attracting individuals from 

neighbouring regions. Hyderabad City, in particular, 

became a centre of administration, commerce, 

education, and culture, drawing people from various 

parts of the subcontinent. 

During the nineteenth century, migration into 

Hyderabad State was influenced by broader changes 

taking place in British India. The expansion of colonial 

trade networks, the commercialization of agriculture, 

and improvements in transportation transformed 

patterns of population movement throughout the 

country. While many regions experienced economic 

hardships due to famines, land shortages, and limited 

employment opportunities, Hyderabad offered 

comparatively favourable conditions for settlement 

and employment. Consequently, migrants from 

adjacent provinces such as Madras, Bombay, and the 

Central Provinces increasingly moved into different 

parts of the state. 

The construction and expansion of transportation 

networks constituted a major turning point in the 

migration history of Hyderabad State. The 

development of railway lines connected the state more 

effectively with neighbouring regions and facilitated 

the movement of labour, goods, and services. Railway 

construction itself created employment opportunities 

that attracted large numbers of workers from outside 

the state. In addition, improved transport reduced the 

cost and difficulty of migration, encouraging greater 

mobility among both skilled and unskilled labourers. 

Industrial and commercial growth during the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries further 

stimulated migration. Hyderabad City and 

Secunderabad developed into important 

administrative and commercial centres, generating 

demand for government employees, traders, 

craftsmen, domestic workers, and service personnel. 

Mining activities in districts such as Warangal and 

Adilabad also attracted labour migrants from 

surrounding provinces. Similarly, irrigation projects, 

road construction, and public works programmes 

required substantial manpower, leading to temporary 

as well as permanent settlement of migrant workers. 

The census records of the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries reveal the changing nature of 

migration within Hyderabad State. Although the 

number of immigrants fluctuated over time, migration 

remained an important demographic phenomenon. 

The majority of migrants originated from 

neighbouring provinces due to geographical 

proximity, economic opportunities, and long-standing 

social relationships. Border districts frequently 

witnessed population exchanges, as people moved 

across administrative boundaries in search of 

employment, agricultural land, and improved living 

conditions. 

Migration was not solely an economic phenomenon. 

Social and cultural factors also played a significant 

role in influencing movement. Marriage alliances 

between communities living in Hyderabad State and 

those residing in neighbouring provinces contributed 

to population mobility. Family networks and kinship 

ties facilitated migration by providing social support 

and information to newcomers. Over time, these 

networks encouraged the establishment of permanent 

migrant communities in different parts of the state. 

Foreign migration into Hyderabad State remained 

limited when compared with internal migration. 

Nevertheless, the presence of Arabs, Afghans, 

Persians, Europeans, and other foreign groups added 

to the cosmopolitan character of Hyderabad. Many 

Arabs served in military establishments, while 

Afghans were engaged in trade and money-lending 

activities. Europeans, particularly the British, were 

associated with administrative, military, and 

commercial functions. Their presence reflected 
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Hyderabad's connections with broader regional and 

international networks. 

By the first half of the twentieth century, Hyderabad 

State had developed into an important destination for 

migrants from various parts of India. Economic 

opportunities, administrative expansion, industrial 

growth, transportation development, and social 

connections combined to create a dynamic 

environment that attracted diverse populations. 

Migration not only contributed to population growth 

but also influenced urbanization, cultural interaction, 

and economic modernization. Therefore, the historical 

study of migration provides valuable insights into the 

processes that shaped Hyderabad State during the 

Nizam period and helps explain the emergence of a 

socially diverse and economically vibrant society in 

the Deccan region. 

Immigration and Emigration Trends in Hyderabad 

State (1911–1968) 

Migration constituted an important component of 

demographic change in Hyderabad State during the 

late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The 

movement of people across regional boundaries 

influenced population growth, labour availability, 

economic development, and social composition. 

Census reports of Hyderabad State provide valuable 

information regarding the magnitude and direction of 

migration and reveal how immigration and emigration 

evolved over time. An examination of these trends 

demonstrates the increasing integration of Hyderabad 

State with neighbouring provinces and highlights the 

economic and social factors responsible for population 

mobility. 

The census statistics indicate that both immigration 

and emigration were significant demographic 

processes in Hyderabad State. In 1911, the state 

recorded 385,273 immigrants and 386,095 emigrants. 

By 1901, the number of immigrants had declined to 

325,197, while emigrants numbered 296,291. In 1911, 

immigration further decreased to 260,713, whereas 

emigration rose slightly to 306,993. These figures 

suggest that although Hyderabad attracted migrants 

from neighbouring regions, a considerable number of 

people also left the state in search of employment and 

better economic opportunities elsewhere. The decline 

in immigration during the early decades of the 

twentieth century reflected changing economic 

conditions in neighbouring provinces, which 

increasingly absorbed labour within their own 

territories. 

The relationship between immigration and emigration 

reveals an important feature of Hyderabad State's 

demographic history. Throughout much of the period 

under study, emigrants outnumbered immigrants. This 

trend indicates that Hyderabad State was 

simultaneously a destination and a source of 

migration. While urban centres and developing 

districts attracted labour and skilled personnel, many 

residents migrated to neighbouring provinces where 

industrialization, commercial agriculture, and 

infrastructure projects generated additional 

employment opportunities. Thus, migration was 

characterized by continuous population exchange 

rather than one-way movement. 

A notable feature of migration into Hyderabad State 

was the predominance of immigrants from 

neighbouring provinces. The Madras Presidency, 

Bombay Presidency, and the Central Provinces and 

Berar together accounted for the overwhelming 

majority of immigrants. Their geographical proximity, 

cultural similarities, and economic connections 

facilitated frequent movement across regional 

boundaries. Census records indicate that migrants 

from these provinces were concentrated mainly in 

border districts and urban centres where employment 

opportunities were readily available. 

The decade between 1931 and 1941 witnessed a 

significant increase in immigration. The total number 

of immigrants residing in Hyderabad State increased 

from approximately 247,795 in 1931 to over 305,894 

in 1941. This increase reflected the growing economic 

importance of Hyderabad State during the reign of Mir 

Osman Ali Khan. Expanding industrial activities, 

administrative services, railway construction, 

irrigation projects, mining operations, and commercial 

enterprises generated demand for labour and attracted 

migrants from different parts of India. The growth of 

Hyderabad City as an administrative and commercial 

centre further strengthened the state's attraction for 

migrants. 

Immigration from Madras Presidency represented one 

of the most important migration streams into 
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Hyderabad State. The number of Madras-born 

residents increased steadily throughout the first half of 

the twentieth century. Large-scale public works 

projects, railway construction, coal mining, irrigation 

development, and military establishments attracted 

workers from the Telugu-speaking districts of the 

Madras Presidency. Districts such as Warangal, 

Nalgonda, Adilabad, and Hyderabad emerged as 

major centres of settlement for these migrants. The 

increasing participation of women in migration 

streams also indicates the transition from temporary 

labour migration to more permanent family settlement. 

Similarly, migration from the Bombay Presidency 

played an important role in shaping the demographic 

structure of Hyderabad State. Bombay migrants were 

particularly concentrated in the Marathi-speaking 

districts of Marathwada. Commercial activities, 

textile-related industries, transportation services, and 

agricultural opportunities encouraged movement from 

Bombay into Hyderabad State. Over time, social 

factors such as inter-regional marriages also became 

increasingly significant in sustaining migration 

between these regions. 

Migration from the Central Provinces and Berar 

displayed greater fluctuations but remained an 

important component of Hyderabad's population 

movement. Labour requirements associated with 

railway construction, industrial development, and 

agricultural expansion attracted migrants from these 

regions, particularly into districts such as Adilabad, 

Aurangabad, and Parbhani. During certain decades, 

especially after major infrastructural projects were 

initiated, the influx of migrants from the Central 

Provinces increased substantially. 

The distribution of immigrants within Hyderabad 

State was uneven. Telangana emerged as the principal 

recipient region, accounting for a majority of 

immigrants. Hyderabad City alone attracted tens of 

thousands of migrants due to its administrative 

significance, commercial opportunities, and 

educational institutions. Other districts such as 

Adilabad, Warangal, Aurangabad, Osmanabad, 

Raichur, Gulbarga, and Nanded also recorded 

substantial immigrant populations. Border districts 

generally exhibited higher levels of immigration 

because of their proximity to neighbouring provinces 

and the ease of cross-border movement. 

Foreign immigration remained relatively limited in 

comparison with migration from other parts of India. 

Nevertheless, Arabs, Afghans, Persians, Europeans, 

and smaller groups from other regions contributed to 

the state's cosmopolitan character. Many Arabs served 

in military organizations, while Afghans were engaged 

in trade and money-lending activities. Europeans were 

largely associated with administration, commerce, and 

military services. Although their numerical strength 

was comparatively small, these communities played a 

visible role in urban society, particularly in Hyderabad 

City. 

Overall, the migration trends observed between 1911 

and 1968 demonstrate that Hyderabad State was an 

important centre of population mobility. Economic 

opportunities, infrastructural development, 

administrative expansion, and social networks 

encouraged continuous movement into the state. 

While emigration remained significant, the steady 

inflow of migrants contributed to urbanization, labour 

supply, commercial growth, and demographic 

diversification. Consequently, migration became one 

of the key forces shaping the economic and social 

transformation of Hyderabad State during the Nizam 

period. 

Regional Patterns of Migration in Hyderabad State 

Migration into Hyderabad State was not evenly 

distributed across its territory. The movement and 

settlement of migrants were largely determined by 

geographical location, economic opportunities, 

transportation facilities, administrative importance, 

and social connections with neighbouring regions. 

Consequently, certain districts and natural divisions 

attracted substantially larger numbers of immigrants 

than others. An examination of regional migration 

patterns reveals the varying demographic and 

economic significance of different parts of Hyderabad 

State during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries. 

The state was broadly divided into three major 

regions: Telangana, Marathwada, and Karnataka 

(including Gulbarga and Raichur divisions). Among 

these regions, Telangana emerged as the principal 
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destination for immigrants. Census records indicate 

that more than sixty percent of the total immigrant 

population resided in Telangana during the first half of 

the twentieth century. The concentration of migrants 

in this region was largely due to the presence of 

Hyderabad City, expanding industrial activities, 

mining centres, railway networks, and irrigation 

projects. The region also benefited from its strategic 

location and better administrative facilities, making it 

attractive to both skilled and unskilled migrants. 

Hyderabad City occupied a unique position in the 

migration history of the state. As the capital and 

administrative headquarters of the Nizam’s 

dominions, the city served as a major centre of 

political power, commerce, education, and culture. 

Government departments, military establishments, 

commercial enterprises, educational institutions, and 

urban services created a continuous demand for labour 

and professional expertise. Migrants from Madras, 

Bombay, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Mysore, and other 

regions settled in the city in significant numbers. 

Foreign communities, including Arabs, Afghans, 

Persians, and Europeans, were also concentrated in 

Hyderabad City. As a result, the city developed into 

one of the most cosmopolitan urban centres in princely 

India. 

Adilabad District represented another important centre 

of immigration. Located on the northern frontier of 

Hyderabad State, Adilabad shared borders with the 

Central Provinces and Berar, facilitating cross-border 

movement. The district experienced substantial 

immigration during periods of railway construction, 

industrial expansion, and agricultural development. 

The construction of the Kazipet–Balharshah railway 

line attracted large numbers of labourers from 

neighbouring regions. In addition, the development of 

forest-based industries, paper manufacturing, coal-

related activities, and commercial agriculture 

generated employment opportunities that encouraged 

permanent settlement. Consequently, Adilabad 

consistently recorded one of the highest immigrant 

populations in the state. 

Warangal District also emerged as a major destination 

for migrants. The district's economic growth was 

driven by irrigation projects, coal mining, agricultural 

expansion, and transportation development. Public 

works projects and mining activities created a demand 

for labour, particularly from the Madras Presidency. 

The district's strategic location along important 

transportation routes further enhanced its 

attractiveness to migrants. Over time, Warangal 

became one of the leading centres of immigrant 

settlement in Telangana and played a significant role 

in the economic development of the region. 

In the Marathwada region, districts such as 

Aurangabad, Osmanabad, Parbhani, Nanded, and Bhir 

(Beed) attracted substantial numbers of migrants, 

particularly from the Bombay Presidency. These 

districts benefited from commercial agriculture, trade 

activities, textile-related enterprises, and their 

proximity to neighbouring Marathi-speaking areas. 

Migration into Marathwada was strongly influenced 

by both economic and social factors. The linguistic 

and cultural similarities between populations on either 

side of the border facilitated movement and 

encouraged permanent settlement. Marriage alliances 

and family networks further strengthened migration 

links between these districts and the Bombay 

Presidency. 

The Karnataka districts of Gulbarga, Raichur, and 

Bidar also experienced significant migration, although 

at a comparatively lower level than Telangana and 

Marathwada. These districts attracted migrants due to 

agricultural opportunities, railway development, and 

administrative employment. Raichur, in particular, 

benefited from irrigation projects and agricultural 

expansion, which generated demand for labour. The 

cultural and linguistic affinities between populations 

in Hyderabad State and neighbouring Mysore also 

contributed to migration into these districts. 

An important characteristic of migration within 

Hyderabad State was the concentration of immigrants 

in border districts. Districts located near provincial 

boundaries consistently recorded higher levels of 

immigration than interior districts. This pattern 

reflected the importance of geographical proximity in 

facilitating population movement. Border districts 

often shared common languages, cultural traditions, 

social customs, and economic activities with 

neighbouring regions, making migration easier and 

more attractive. In contrast, interior districts such as 

Medak and Nizamabad generally recorded lower 
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levels of immigration due to their relative distance 

from major migration routes. 

Regional migration patterns also reveal the close 

relationship between economic development and 

population movement. Areas experiencing industrial 

growth, infrastructure development, mining 

expansion, or commercial activity attracted larger 

numbers of migrants than regions with limited 

economic opportunities. The establishment of 

transportation networks further reinforced these 

patterns by improving connectivity and reducing the 

costs associated with migration. 

In conclusion, the regional distribution of migrants 

within Hyderabad State reflected the combined 

influence of geography, economy, administration, and 

social relationships. Telangana, particularly 

Hyderabad City, emerged as the foremost destination 

for immigrants, while Adilabad, Warangal, 

Aurangabad, Osmanabad, and other border districts 

also played important roles in receiving migrant 

populations. These regional migration patterns 

contributed significantly to urbanization, economic 

growth, and demographic transformation, thereby 

shaping the historical development of Hyderabad State 

during the Nizam period. 

Community Composition and Demographic Impact of 

Migration 

Migration into Hyderabad State during the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was 

characterized not only by the movement of people 

across geographical boundaries but also by the 

migration of diverse social, religious, and 

occupational communities. The influx of migrants 

from different parts of India and abroad contributed 

significantly to the demographic transformation of the 

state. Census records reveal that migrants belonged to 

a wide range of communities, each contributing in 

different ways to the economic, social, and cultural life 

of Hyderabad State. The resulting demographic 

diversity became one of the distinguishing features of 

the Nizam’s dominions. 

The immigrant population of Hyderabad State 

consisted predominantly of Hindus, Muslims, and 

Christians, who together accounted for a substantial 

proportion of the total migrant population. Among the 

Hindu communities, Brahmins, Virasaivas, Harijans, 

and various other caste groups were represented in 

significant numbers. Muslims formed another major 

category of migrants, many of whom were associated 

with administration, military service, trade, and 

religious institutions. Christian migrants were often 

connected with educational activities, missionary 

organizations, medical services, and government 

employment. In addition to these larger communities, 

smaller groups such as Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Aryans, 

tribal populations, and other minority communities 

also contributed to the social composition of the 

immigrant population. 

A notable feature of migration into Hyderabad State 

was the varied occupational background of migrants. 

Brahmins frequently migrated in search of 

administrative, educational, and professional 

opportunities. Their relatively high literacy levels 

enabled them to secure positions in government 

offices, educational institutions, and legal professions. 

Muslim migrants often found employment in 

administrative services, military establishments, trade, 

and urban occupations. Merchant communities such as 

Marwadis from Rajasthan and trading groups from 

Bombay played an important role in commerce, 

finance, and industrial development. Similarly, labour 

migrants from Madras and the Central Provinces 

contributed significantly to agricultural activities, 

mining operations, railway construction, and public 

works projects. 

Among the smaller migrant communities, Parsis 

occupied a particularly significant position despite 

their limited numerical strength. They were heavily 

involved in commerce, industry, and modern business 

enterprises. Sikhs, though relatively few in number, 

were often associated with military and security 

services. Jain communities contributed to trade and 

commercial activities, while Christian migrants played 

important roles in education, healthcare, and 

missionary work. The presence of these diverse 

communities enhanced the social and occupational 

diversity of Hyderabad State. 

Migration also had an important influence on the 

gender composition of the population. In the early 

stages, migration was largely male-dominated because 

many migrants moved independently in search of 
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employment. Labour migration associated with 

railway construction, mining, irrigation projects, and 

industrial development typically involved large 

numbers of male workers. However, census data 

indicate a gradual increase in the proportion of female 

migrants during the first half of the twentieth century. 

This trend suggests that migration increasingly shifted 

from temporary labour movement to permanent family 

settlement. 

The growth of female migration reflected the 

importance of marriage alliances and family 

reunification in sustaining migration streams. In many 

border districts, social and cultural ties encouraged 

marriages between communities residing on either 

side of provincial boundaries. As a result, women 

frequently migrated after marriage and became an 

important component of population movement. By the 

middle of the twentieth century, the proportion of 

female migrants had increased considerably in several 

migration streams, particularly those originating from 

neighbouring provinces such as Madras, Bombay, and 

Madhya Pradesh. This development indicates the 

emergence of more stable and permanent migrant 

communities within Hyderabad State. 

The demographic impact of migration extended 

beyond numerical population growth. Migration 

altered the ethnic, linguistic, religious, and 

occupational composition of many districts. Urban 

centres such as Hyderabad and Secunderabad became 

highly diverse settlements where people from different 

regions, languages, and communities lived and 

worked together. Telugu, Marathi, Kannada, Urdu, 

Hindi, and several other linguistic groups contributed 

to the multilingual character of the state. This diversity 

fostered cultural interaction and facilitated the 

exchange of ideas, traditions, and social practices. 

Migration also contributed to urbanization and 

population concentration in economically developed 

regions. Districts that offered employment 

opportunities attracted larger numbers of migrants, 

leading to increased population density and urban 

expansion. The growth of Hyderabad City as a major 

metropolitan centre was closely linked to migration. 

Similarly, districts such as Adilabad, Warangal, 

Aurangabad, and Osmanabad experienced 

demographic changes due to the continuous inflow of 

migrants. 

From a broader perspective, migration promoted 

social integration while simultaneously preserving 

cultural diversity. Migrant communities often 

maintained their linguistic and cultural identities while 

adapting to local customs and traditions. This process 

contributed to the development of a pluralistic society 

characterized by coexistence and interaction among 

different social groups. The demographic 

transformation brought about by migration therefore 

played a crucial role in shaping the social structure of 

Hyderabad State during the Nizam period. 

In conclusion, the community composition of migrants 

reflected the diverse social landscape of Hyderabad 

State. Migration introduced new populations, 

occupations, languages, and cultural traditions into the 

region, significantly influencing its demographic 

development. The increasing participation of women, 

the growth of permanent settlements, and the 

emergence of culturally diverse urban centres 

demonstrate the profound demographic impact of 

migration. These changes contributed to the formation 

of a dynamic and multicultural society that became 

one of the defining characteristics of Hyderabad State 

in the twentieth century. 

Economic and Social Consequences of Migration 

Migration was one of the most influential forces 

shaping the economic and social transformation of 

Hyderabad State during the late nineteenth and first 

half of the twentieth century. The continuous 

movement of people across regional boundaries not 

only altered demographic patterns but also contributed 

significantly to economic growth, urban development, 

labour mobility, cultural interaction, and social 

change. The impact of migration was visible in almost 

every sphere of life, ranging from agriculture and 

industry to administration and urbanization. As 

Hyderabad State increasingly integrated with 

neighbouring regions, migration became a major 

catalyst for modernization and development. 

One of the most significant economic consequences of 

migration was the expansion of the labour force. The 

growth of agriculture, mining, transportation, 

construction, and industrial activities created a 
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constant demand for workers. Migrants from the 

Madras Presidency, Bombay Presidency, and the 

Central Provinces and Berar supplied the labour 

necessary for the execution of major development 

projects. Railway construction, irrigation works, road 

building, mining operations, and public infrastructure 

projects depended heavily on migrant labour. Without 

this steady inflow of workers, many developmental 

initiatives undertaken during the Nizam period would 

have faced considerable difficulties. 

Agriculture benefited substantially from migration. 

Many immigrants settled in rural areas where they 

worked as cultivators, agricultural labourers, and 

tenant farmers. The availability of additional 

manpower contributed to the expansion of cultivation 

and improved agricultural productivity in several 

districts. Regions such as Adilabad, Raichur, 

Warangal, and Nalgonda attracted migrants because of 

the opportunities available in farming and allied 

activities. In certain areas, migrant communities 

introduced new agricultural practices, cultivation 

techniques, and labour systems, which helped increase 

agricultural efficiency. 

Industrial development also received significant 

support from migrant populations. The establishment 

of factories, workshops, mining enterprises, and 

processing industries created employment 

opportunities that attracted workers from 

neighbouring provinces. Coal mining activities in the 

Singareni region, industrial establishments in 

Hyderabad and Secunderabad, and manufacturing 

units in various districts relied on migrant labour for 

their operation. The availability of workers enabled 

industries to expand production and contributed to the 

growth of the state's economy. Migration therefore 

played an important role in supporting 

industrialization during the late Nizam period. 

Trade and commerce were similarly influenced by 

migration. Merchant communities from Rajasthan, 

Bombay, Gujarat, and other parts of India established 

commercial networks throughout Hyderabad State. 

Marwadi traders, Gujarati businessmen, and other 

merchant groups became important participants in 

wholesale and retail trade, banking, money lending, 

and industrial investment. Their entrepreneurial 

activities stimulated market growth and facilitated the 

circulation of goods and capital. The commercial 

prosperity of urban centres such as Hyderabad, 

Secunderabad, Aurangabad, and Gulbarga was partly 

the result of the contributions made by migrant trading 

communities. 

Urbanization was another major consequence of 

migration. Hyderabad City, Secunderabad, Warangal, 

and several district headquarters experienced rapid 

population growth due to the influx of migrants. The 

expansion of administrative institutions, educational 

establishments, military centres, and commercial 

enterprises created employment opportunities that 

attracted people from different regions. As migrant 

populations increased, towns expanded physically and 

economically. New residential localities, markets, 

transport services, and public facilities emerged to 

meet the needs of growing urban populations. 

Migration thus accelerated the process of urban 

development and contributed to the transformation of 

Hyderabad into one of the leading urban centres of 

princely India. 

Beyond its economic significance, migration produced 

profound social consequences. The arrival of people 

from diverse linguistic, religious, and cultural 

backgrounds enriched the social fabric of Hyderabad 

State. Telugu, Marathi, Kannada, Urdu, Hindi, 

Gujarati, and other linguistic groups interacted within 

shared economic and social spaces. Such interaction 

promoted cultural exchange and facilitated the spread 

of ideas, customs, and traditions across regional 

boundaries. Hyderabad's reputation as a cosmopolitan 

and multicultural society was largely the outcome of 

these migration processes. 

Migration also encouraged social mobility. Many 

individuals migrated in search of better employment, 

education, and economic opportunities unavailable in 

their native regions. Urban centres provided avenues 

for occupational advancement and improved living 

standards. Access to government service, trade, 

professional occupations, and educational institutions 

enabled migrants and their descendants to achieve 

upward social mobility. In this way, migration became 

an important mechanism through which individuals 

sought to improve their socio-economic status. 

The increasing migration of families and women had 

important implications for social stability and 
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community formation. Initially, migration was 

dominated by male workers seeking temporary 

employment. However, over time, family migration 

became more common as migrants established 

permanent settlements. Marriage alliances between 

communities residing in Hyderabad State and 

neighbouring provinces further strengthened social 

integration. The emergence of stable migrant 

communities contributed to population growth, 

cultural continuity, and the formation of enduring 

social networks. 

Migration also contributed to administrative efficiency 

and institutional development. Educated migrants 

supplied the skilled manpower required for 

government departments, educational institutions, 

healthcare services, legal professions, and technical 

occupations. Their expertise supported the functioning 

of administrative machinery and facilitated 

modernization in various sectors. The participation of 

migrants in public service and professional fields 

helped strengthen the institutional framework of 

Hyderabad State. 

Despite its many benefits, migration occasionally 

created challenges. Increased population pressure in 

urban centres generated demands for housing, 

sanitation, employment, and public services. 

Competition for jobs sometimes led to tensions 

between local populations and newcomers. 

Nevertheless, these challenges were generally 

outweighed by the economic and social advantages 

generated through migration. The state's expanding 

economy was capable of absorbing large numbers of 

migrants, particularly during periods of infrastructural 

and industrial growth. 

In conclusion, migration exerted a profound influence 

on the economic and social development of Hyderabad 

State. It provided labour for agriculture, industry, 

transportation, and public works; stimulated trade and 

urbanization; encouraged cultural interaction; and 

facilitated social mobility. The contributions of 

migrant communities played a vital role in 

transforming Hyderabad State into a dynamic and 

economically vibrant region during the Nizam period. 

Therefore, migration must be regarded as one of the 

most important factors shaping the state's historical 

development and socio-economic progress. 

CONCLUSION 

Migration played a decisive role in shaping the 

demographic, economic, and social landscape of 

Hyderabad State during the period from 1911 to 1968. 

The study of migration patterns reveals that 

Hyderabad State was both a destination and a source 

of population movement, reflecting its dynamic 

interaction with neighbouring provinces and the wider 

Indian subcontinent. Although emigration remained 

significant throughout the period, the state continued 

to attract large numbers of immigrants due to the 

availability of employment opportunities, expanding 

administrative institutions, industrial growth, 

agricultural development, and improvements in 

transportation and communication networks. 

The analysis demonstrates that immigrants primarily 

originated from the Madras Presidency, Bombay 

Presidency, and the Central Provinces and Berar. 

These migration streams were shaped by economic 

opportunities, geographical proximity, social 

networks, and cultural ties. Major urban centres and 

economically active districts such as Hyderabad City, 

Adilabad, Warangal, Aurangabad, Osmanabad, and 

Raichur emerged as important destinations for migrant 

populations. The concentration of migrants in these 

regions contributed significantly to urban expansion, 

labour availability, and economic modernization. 

Migration also transformed the social structure of 

Hyderabad State. The arrival of people belonging to 

diverse linguistic, religious, and occupational 

communities enriched the cultural fabric of the region 

and strengthened its reputation as a multicultural 

society. The increasing participation of women in 

migration streams and the growth of permanent 

migrant settlements indicate that migration evolved 

from a largely temporary labour phenomenon into a 

process of long-term demographic integration. 

Through family formation, marriage alliances, and 

community networks, migrants became an integral 

part of the social life of the state. 

Economically, migration supported agricultural 

expansion, industrial development, trade, 

transportation, and public administration. Migrant 

labour and entrepreneurial communities played a 

crucial role in sustaining economic growth and 

facilitating infrastructural development during the 
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Nizam period. Their contributions enhanced 

productivity, encouraged commercial activity, and 

promoted urbanization across different regions of the 

state. 

In conclusion, migration was not merely a 

demographic process but a powerful agent of historical 

change in Hyderabad State. It influenced patterns of 

settlement, economic development, social mobility, 

and cultural interaction, thereby contributing 

substantially to the transformation of the state during 

the late colonial period. The study of migration thus 

provides valuable insights into the broader processes 

of regional development and social change that shaped 

the historical evolution of Hyderabad State in the first 

half of the twentieth century. 
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