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Abstract—Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan’s educational
philosophy presents education as a process of holistic
human development rather than merely the acquisition
of academic knowledge. His ideas concerning curriculum
and teaching methods emphasize the balanced
development of intellectual, moral, social, cultural,
scientific, vocational and spiritual dimensions of the
learner. Radhakrishnan advocated a broad curriculum
incorporating philosophy, literature, science, ethics,
history, geography, economics, agriculture, civics and
human sciences. He also emphasized observation,
experimentation, practical experience and the
relationship between nature, society and learning. The
present study examines Radhakrishnan’s concept of
curriculum and teaching methods and analyses their
relevance to holistic education in contemporary India. A
descriptive, philosophical and analytical method was
adopted, with documentary and thematic analysis of
Radhakrishnan’s educational ideas, related literature
and contemporary educational perspectives. Three
objectives were formulated: to examine the philosophical
foundations of Radhakrishnan’s curriculum; to analyse
his teaching methods and their contribution to learner
development; and to assess the contemporary relevance
of his curriculum and pedagogical ideas.

The analysis indicates that his broad and life-related
curriculum is  compatible with  contemporary
multidisciplinary education, while his emphasis on
observation, experimentation and real-life experience
corresponds with experiential and inquiry-based
learning. His emphasis on values, vocational competence,
culture, scientific attitude and social responsibility
provides a comprehensive framework for holistic
education. The study concludes that Radhakrishnan’s
educational ideas remain relevant, although they should
be critically adapted to contemporary concerns such as
inclusion, gender  equality, digital learning,
environmental sustainability, critical thinking and
constitutional values.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Curriculum is one of the most important components
of education because it determines the knowledge,
skills, values and experiences that learners are
expected to acquire. A narrow curriculum may
concentrate primarily on academic content and
examination performance, whereas a broad curriculum
can contribute to the intellectual, emotional, social,
moral, cultural and vocational development of
learners.

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan advocated the latter
approach. His educational philosophy was based on
the belief that education should develop the complete
human personality. He considered education an
instrument of social, economic and cultural change
and associated it with national integration and
increased productivity. His conception of curriculum
was consequently broad and multidisciplinary. He
recommended the study of philosophy, literature,
science, ethics, politics, theology, geography, history,
agriculture, natural science, economics, human
sciences and civics. Radhakrishnan also gave
considerable importance to teaching methods. He
emphasized observation, experimentation and the
relationship between nature and society. He believed
that moral values should be taught through real and
living examples and that learners should come close to
nature and society to understand them.

These ideas have strong contemporary relevance.
Modern  education  increasingly =~ emphasizes
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multidisciplinary learning, experiential learning,
critical thinking, creativity, vocational education,
values and holistic development. Radhakrishnan’s
philosophy therefore provides a useful intellectual
foundation for examining how curriculum and
pedagogy can contribute to balanced human
development.

Il. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The literature reviewed in the source document
indicates that Radhakrishnan’s educational ideas have
continued relevance. Behera (2015) examined
Radhakrishnan’s educational thoughts and concluded
that his ideas regarding educational concepts, aims,
curriculum, teaching methods, discipline and teacher
role remain relevant in the twenty-first century.
Goswami (1961) examined educational philosophy in
East and West and suggested that a synthesis of
Eastern spiritual thought and Western scientific
thought could contribute to healthy human
development.

Deopurkar (1964) studied the evolution of Indian
educational  philosophy and highlighted the
importance of teaching according to the nature of
learners and education in natural surroundings.
Deshpande (1994) conducted a philosophical,
historical and comparative study of Radhakrishnan’s
educational thought in relation to Indian and Western
thinkers.

The reviewed literature establishes the philosophical
significance of Radhakrishnan’s ideas, but there
remains scope to examine his curriculum and teaching
methods specifically in relation to contemporary
holistic and multidisciplinary education.

I1l. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The study examines the relationship between
Radhakrishnan’s curriculum philosophy, teaching
methods and the holistic development of learners, with
particular  attention to contemporary Indian
educational requirements.

The present study is entitled: “Curriculum, Teaching
Methods and Holistic Development in the Educational
Philosophy of Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan:
Contemporary Relevance.”
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IV. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The study is significant because contemporary
education faces the challenge of balancing academic
achievement with creativity, values, employability,
social responsibility and personal development.
Radhakrishnan’s curriculum philosophy provides a
broad framework for addressing this challenge. His
emphasis on science and scientific attitude supports
intellectual development, while philosophy, ethics and
culture contribute to moral and cultural development.
His emphasis on vocational efficiency supports
economic self-reliance. His teaching methods are also
relevant because they encourage students to learn
through observation, experimentation and real-life
experiences rather than relying exclusively on
memorization. The study may therefore be useful to
teachers, teacher educators, curriculum planners,
educational administrators and researchers.

V. RESEARCH QUESTIONS

a)What are the philosophical foundations of
Radhakrishnan’s concept of curriculum?

b)How do Radhakrishnan’s teaching methods
contribute to holistic development of learners?

¢)How relevant are Radhakrishnan’s curriculum and
teaching-learning ideas to contemporary Indian
education?

VI. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

a)To examine the philosophical foundations of
Radhakrishnan’s concept of curriculum.

b)To analyse Radhakrishnan’s teaching methods and
their contribution to holistic learner development.

c)To examine the contemporary relevance of
Radhakrishnan’s curriculum and teaching-learning
ideas in India.

VIl. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

7.1 Research Method

The study follows a descriptive, philosophical and
analytical method. It is primarily a documentary study
based on secondary sources. The original study states
that empirical and analytical methods were proposed
and that historical investigation was used for
comparative purposes. For the present article, thematic
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analysis was used to interpret Radhakrishnan’s views
on curriculum, teaching methods and holistic
development.

7.2 Population

The population consisted of available literature on
Radhakrishnan’s educational philosophy, curriculum,
pedagogy, holistic education and contemporary
educational thought.

7.3 Sample

A purposive selection of relevant books, research
studies, articles, educational documents and writings
of Radhakrishnan was examined. The original study
collected secondary data from government
institutions, M.B.B. College Library, Tripura
University Library, Birchandra State Library, books,
journals and articles.

7.4 Data Analysis

The materials were analysed thematically under three
areas:

1. Curriculum philosophy;

2. Teaching methods and learner development; and

3. Contemporary relevance.

VIII. ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
Objective-1: Philosophical Foundations  of
Radhakrishnan’s Curriculum
Radhakrishnan’s curriculum philosophy is based on
the principle that education should develop the whole

individual. Curriculum should therefore not be
restricted to a narrow collection of academic subjects.

» Broad and Multidisciplinary Curriculum
Radhakrishnan advocated the inclusion of philosophy,
literature, science, ethics, politics, theology,
geography, history, agriculture, natural science,
economics, human sciences and civics.

This broad curriculum reflects his belief that human
life cannot be understood through one discipline alone.
Contemporary problems such as climate change,
artificial intelligence, poverty, public health and social
inequality require knowledge from several fields. His
multidisciplinary approach is therefore particularly
relevant today.
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» Curriculum and Life

Radhakrishnan emphasized that curriculum should be
related to life. A meaningful curriculum should
therefore connect classroom knowledge with real-life
situations, community problems, employment, social
relationships and personal development.

» Curriculum and Values

Radhakrishnan did not separate knowledge from
values. Ethics, philosophy, culture and social
responsibility should form part of education. This
remains important because academic achievement
without ethical responsibility may not contribute
positively to society.

» Curriculum and Vocational Development
Radhakrishnan emphasized vocational efficiency so
that learners could develop skills and become
economically self-sufficient. This idea is highly
relevant to  contemporary  concerns  about
employability, skill development and
entrepreneurship.

Objective 2: Teaching Methods and Holistic Learner
Development

» Observation and Experimentation

Radhakrishnan  attached great importance to
observation and experimentation.

Observation enables learners to understand their
surroundings, while experimentation allows them to
test ideas through experience.

These principles are consistent with modern inquiry-
based and experiential learning.

> Nature and Society as Sources of Learning
Radhakrishnan believed that students should come
close to nature and society to understand them.

This approach expands learning beyond the classroom.
Field visits, community projects, environmental
studies and social-service activities can make
education more meaningful.

» Moral Education through Living Examples

Radhakrishnan emphasized that moral values should
be taught through real and living examples. This
means that values should not be taught only through
theoretical lectures. Teachers and educational
institutions should create environments in which
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honesty, cooperation, respect, responsibility and
empathy are practised.

» Practice and Skill Development

For industrial subjects, Radhakrishnan recommended
imitation and practice.

The principle supports contemporary skill-based and
vocational learning, where students learn through
demonstration, practice and performance.

» Yoga, Meditation and Inner Development
Radhakrishnan also recognized the potential role of
yoga and meditation in personal development. When
interpreted in an inclusive and non-sectarian manner,
practices supporting attention, reflection and
emotional balance may contribute to learner well-
being.

» Holistic Development

The combination of observation, experimentation,
practical activity, moral examples, social interaction
and self-development creates a holistic educational
process. The source document emphasizes that
Radhakrishnan’s educational thought combines
idealistic, realistic, humanistic and existential
dimensions and can contribute to the all-round
development of the child.

Objective  3:  Contemporary  Relevance  of
Radhakrishnan’s Curriculum and Teaching-Learning
Ideas

Radhakrishnan’s educational ideas have considerable
relevance to present-day India.

» Multidisciplinary Education

His broad curriculum is compatible with
contemporary multidisciplinary approaches that seek
to reduce rigid boundaries between academic
disciplines.

» Experiential Learning

His emphasis on observation and experimentation
supports project-based, inquiry-based, laboratory and
field-based learning.

» Critical Thinking

Observation and experimentation require learners to
examine evidence and reach conclusions. These
practices support critical thinking and scientific
attitude.
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» Skill and Vocational Education

His emphasis on vocational efficiency is relevant to
contemporary efforts to connect education with
employability, entrepreneurship and practical skills.

» Value-Based Education

His emphasis on ethics, culture, good conduct and
fellow-feeling is relevant to contemporary concerns
about responsible citizenship and ethical behaviour.

» Digital Learning

Although Radhakrishnan lived before the digital age,
his principle that education should develop scientific
attitude and useful knowledge can be adapted to digital
education. Contemporary learners require digital
literacy, information evaluation, media literacy and
responsible use of artificial intelligence.

» Inclusive and Gender-Sensitive Curriculum
Radhakrishnan advocated educational opportunities
for men and women. Contemporary curriculum should
further develop this principle through gender equality,
inclusion and equal educational opportunity.

IX. MAJOR FINDINGS

The major findings are:

a) Finding under Objective-1:

His curriculum philosophy provides a comprehensive
framework for developing intellectual, moral, cultural,
scientific and vocational dimensions of the learner.
Radhakrishnan’s curriculum is broad,
multidisciplinary, life-related, value-oriented and
vocationally relevant.

b)Finding under Objective-2:

His pedagogy supports cognitive, practical, moral,
social and emotional development and therefore
contributes to holistic education. Radhakrishnan’s
teaching methods encourage learners to learn through
experience, inquiry, practice, social interaction, nature
and reflection.

¢) Finding under Objective-3:

His educational philosophy can meaningfully support
contemporary multidisciplinary, experiential, skill-
based and holistic education when adapted to present
social and technological conditions. Radhakrishnan’s
curriculum and teaching methods remain relevant
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because they emphasize breadth, practical learning,
values, scientific thinking, vocational competence and
human development.

X. EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

a) Curriculum Planning: Curriculum planners should
promote connections among science, humanities,
ethics, culture, technology and vocational
education.

b)Experiential Learning: Schools and colleges should
increase opportunities for projects, fieldwork,
experiments, community activities and problem-
solving.

¢)Value Education: Values should be developed
through institutional culture, teacher behaviour,
cooperative learning and community service rather
than only through textbooks.

d)Vocational Education: Practical and vocational
learning should be integrated with academic
education and should be treated as an important
component of holistic development.

e) Teacher Education: Teachers should be trained to
use inquiry-based, experiential and learner-centred
pedagogies.

f) Digital Competence: Radhakrishnan’s emphasis on
scientific attitude can be extended to digital and
media literacy. Learners should be taught how to
evaluate information critically and use technology
ethically.

g)Inclusive Curriculum: Curriculum should respect
gender, disability, language, culture and socio-
economic diversity and provide equitable learning
opportunities.

h)Holistic Development: Educational institutions
should evaluate learners not only through academic
achievement but also through creativity,
collaboration, practical skills, ethical development
and social responsibility.

X1. CONCLUSION

Radhakrishnan’s philosophy of curriculum and
teaching methods provides a comprehensive vision of
education that remains relevant in contemporary India.
His curriculum was broad and multidisciplinary,
incorporating philosophy, literature, science, ethics,
history, economics, agriculture, civics and human
sciences. Such breadth reflects his belief that
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education should prepare individuals for the
complexity of life.

His teaching methods were similarly practical and
learner-oriented. He emphasized observation,
experimentation, nature, society and real-life
examples. These principles correspond closely with
contemporary experiential, inquiry-based and activity-
oriented learning. The most important contribution of
his philosophy is its holistic orientation. Education
should not develop only the intellect; it should also
develop character, values, social responsibility,
practical competence and cultural awareness.

In contemporary India, Radhakrishnan’s ideas can
contribute to multidisciplinary education, skill
development, value education, scientific thinking and
experiential learning. However, they must be adapted
to contemporary requirements such as inclusion,
gender equality, digital technology, artificial
intelligence, environmental  sustainability —and
constitutional  values. Thus, Radhakrishnan’s
curriculum philosophy remains valuable not because it
provides a fixed curriculum for the present age, but
because it provides a principle for designing education
around the complete development of the learner.
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